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NoTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Steve Bruns,
former president, Tipp City Area Chamber
of Commerce; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
of Iraq; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al
Qaida terrorist organization; Mahmud al-
Mashhadani, Speaker of the Iraqi House of
Representatives; King Abdallah bin Abd al-

Aziz. Al Saud of Saudi Arabia; President
Bashar al-Asad of Syria; Secretary of Defense
Robert M. Gates; and former Sen. Robert
J. Dole and former Secretary of Health and
Human Services Donna E. Shalala, Cochairs,
President’s Commission on Care for Amer-
ica’s Returning Wounded Warriors.

Remarks on Signing the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early
Detection Program Reauthorization Act

April 20, 2007

The President. Good morning. Thanks.
Be seated. Welcome to the Roosevelt
Room. This morning I have the honor of
signing a bill that will help continue our
Nation’s fight against breast and cervical
cancer. This bill reauthorizes the National
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection
Program. I want to thank the Congress for
passing this bill. I appreciate you all coming
down to witness the signing of this impor-
tant piece of legislation.

Our family, like many families, has been
touched by this issue. Laura’s mom, my
mother-in-law, Jenna Welch, was diagnosed
with breast cancer at the age of 78. She
is a fortunate person—she had surgery, and
9 years later, she is a cancer survivor, and
we are thankful for that.

As a result of her mom’s battle with can-
cer, Laura has devoted a lot of time and
energy to raising awareness about breast
cancer through efforts like the pink ribbon
campaign. She managed to get me to wear
pink. [Laughter] 1 appreciate Laura’s good
work. And T thank your good work as well,
and thank you for joining us.

I want to thank Mike Leavitt, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services. I
appreciate Senator Barbara Mikulski from
Maryland, who is a pioneer in a bill such
as this. And, Senator, youre a—when you
get on an issue, you can get—[laughter]—
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you get things done, and we appreciate
your leadership.

Senator Barbara A. Mikulski. Thank you,
Mr. President.

The President. 1 thank Congresswoman
Tammy Baldwin, who is a bill sponsor, as
well as Congresswoman Sue Myrick. Sue
is a cancer survivor. And we appreciate
both of your leadership on this issue. I
thank members from my administration for
joining us; good to see you all.

Breast cancer is the second leading cause
of cancer-related deaths for American
women. This year, an estimated 180,000
Americans will be diagnosed with breast
cancer; 11,000 will be diagnosed with cer-
vical cancer. Together, these two cancers
are expected to claim the lives of more
than 44,000 Americans in 2007.

Early detection allows early intervention
and is the best way to increase the chance
for survival. Mammograms and pap tests
and other screening services can help doc-
tors diagnose cancer before it has a chance
to spread. When breast cancer or cervical
cancer is caught early, the survival rate is
more than 90 percent. Early detection
makes treatment more effective: It gives
hope to patients, and it saves lives.

The National Breast and Cervical Cancer
Early Detection Program has helped mil-
lions of low-income and uninsured women
get screened for cancer. This is an effective
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program. Since its creation, the program
has conducted nearly 7 million cancer
screenings; it's  diagnosed thousands of
cases of breast and cervical cancer; and it’s
helped educate women about the impor-
tance of early detection. We expect that
in 2007, this program will provide more
than 700,000 screenings for low-income and
uninsured women. The program is an im-
portant part of this Nation’s fight against
cancer, and the bill I'm about to sign will
continue to lifesaving work.

I appreciate working with the United
States Congress to fund breast and cervical
cancer research and prevention. The span
of my administration, we have spent, along
with Congress, $6.7 billion. My budget for
2008 includes another billion dollars for re-
search and prevention activities. We’'ll con-
tinue to work to ensure that every Amer-
ican woman has access to the screenings

she needs to detect the cancers in time
to treat them.

Again, I want to thank the Members of
Congress for their hard work and their
dedication in passing this important piece
of legislation. I appreciate you all joining
us to witness the bill signing ceremony.
And it’s now my honor to sign the National
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection
Program Reauthorization Act. [Laughter]

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

The First Lady. Thank you all.
The President. Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.
H.R. 1132, approved April 20, was assigned
Public Law No. 110-18. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks to the World Affairs Council of Western Michigan and a
Question-and-Answer Session in East Grand Rapids, Michigan

April 20, 2007

The President. Thank you all very much.
I'm glad to be back in Grand Rapids. I
appreciate the opportunity to address the
World Affairs Council of Western Michi-
gan. I was leaving the White House today,
Laura said, “Where are you headed?” I
said, “To the west coast.” [Laughter] She
said, “Make sure you take your suntan lo-
tion.” [Laughter] 1 said, “The west coast
of Michigan”—Jlaughter]l—and I'm glad to
be with you.

You can’t help but think about Gerald
Ford when you come to Grand Rapids,
Michigan. You know, our country was
blessed to have such a decent, honorable,
kind, courageous leader in Gerald R. Ford,
and we miss him a lot.

I appreciate Dixie Anderson, who is the
executive director of the World Affairs
Council of Western Michigan. I thank Bar-

bara Propes, who is the president of the
World Affairs Council of America. I want
to thank Ping Liang, president, board of
directors of the World Affairs Council of
Western Michigan, and a fellow Yale Bull-
dog.

I appreciate my friend, Ambassador Pete
Secchia for joining us today. He was the
Ambassador to Italy under 41. I appreciate
Sara Shubel, who is the superintendent of
the East Grand Rapids Public Schools.
Thank you very much for allowing me to
come to this beautiful auditorium here in
East Grand Rapids High School. I appre-
ciate Jenny Fee, the associate principal, as
well as Larry Fisher.

My purpose of coming is to instruct, is
to talk about the issues that our world is
facing, particularly the issue of Iraq. And
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