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have to take money from personnel ac-
counts so they can continue to fund U.S.
Army operations in Iraq and elsewhere.

This $1.6 billion in transfer comes on
top of another $1.7 billion in transfers that
our military leaders notified Congress about
last month. In March, Congress was told
that the military would need to take money
from personnel accounts, weapons, and
communications systems, so we can con-
tinue to fund programs that protect our
troops from improvised explosive devices
and send hundreds of mine-resistant vehi-
cles to the frontlines. These actions are
only the beginning, and the longer Con-
gress delays, the worse the impact on the
men and women of the Armed Forces will
be.

I recognize that Republicans and Demo-
crats in Washington have differences over
the best course in Iraq, and we should vig-
orously debate those differences. But our
troops should not be trapped in the middle.
They have been waiting for this money long
enough. Congress must now work quickly
and pass a clean bill that funds our troops,
without artificial timelines for withdrawal,
without handcuffing our generals on the
ground, and without extraneous domestic
spending.

When you live in Washington, it’s easy
to get caught up in the complexities of
legislative procedure. But for the American
people, this is not a complicated debate.
When Americans went to the polls last No-
vember, they did not vote for politicians

Statement on Jackie Robinson
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On April 15, 1947, an African American
wearing the number 42 broke baseball’s
color barrier. Jackie Robinson’s courage and
skill convinced players, coaches, and fans
to judge an athlete by his performance and
not the color of his skin. His leadership

to substitute their judgment for the judg-
ment of our commanders on the ground.
And they certainly did not vote to make
peanut storage projects part of the funding
for our troops.

The American people voted for change
in Iraq, and that is exactly what our new
commander in Iraq, General David
Petraeus, is working to achieve. And they
expect their elected leaders to support our
men and women on the frontlines, so they
have every resource they need to complete
their mission.

We owe it to the American people and
to our troops and their families to deliver
our full support. I will continue working
with Republicans and responsible Demo-
crats to do just that. I call on Members
of Congress to put partisanship on hold,
resolve their differences, and send me a
clean bill that gets our troops the funds
they need.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:35 a.m.
on April 13 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
April 14. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on April
13, but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast. In the address, the President re-
ferred to Gen. David H. Petraecus, USA,
commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

strengthened ~ America’s  pastime  and
strengthened America. Sixty years later, our
Nation celebrates Jackie Robinson’s accom-
plishments and his legacy, and we give
thanks for his extraordinary life.
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Remarks to Members of Armed Forces Service Organizations

April 16, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. Wel-
come to the White House. You know, I
get to welcome a lot of guests here. I don’t
think there’s a more important guest than
a veteran or the family of a service man
or woman or the families of those whose
loved one has given their life to the coun-
try. And so I welcome an incredibly impor-
tant group of guests. And thank you for
coming, and thank you for your time.

I appreciate very much to be in the pres-
ence of moms and dads, husbands and
wives, sons and daughters of some of the
finest citizens our Nation has ever pro-
duced. T want to thank the leaders of orga-
nizations that support our military families.
I appreciate your tireless work to send a
clear signal that many in the United States
of America support our troops. Each of you
knows what is stake—what is at stake in
this war on terror. And I appreciate your
efforts to rally our Nation to support our
troops and to support the mission for which
they have risked and, in some cases, have
given their lives. I thank you for coming.
Thanks for your service to the United
States of America.

Many of the families here today have
relatives serving in harm’s way. Others have
lost loved ones in the struggle. They have
come here to Washington with a message
for their elected leaders in our Nation’s
Capital: Our troops need the resources,
equipment, and weapons to fight our en-
emies. Congress needs to pass an emer-
gency war spending bill, without strings and
without further delay.

On Wednesday, I will meet with congres-
sional leaders from both parties right here
at the White House. I'm going to pass on
your message to them.

I appreciate members of the Families
United for Our Troops and Their Mission.
Thanks for doing what you do. I want to
thank the members of the Armed Forces
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Foundation and those who serve with our
veterans service organizations.

A time of war is a time of sacrifice for
our Nation, but especially for our military
families. Being left behind when a loved
one goes to war is one of the hardest jobs
in our military. The families here today in-
spire our Nation—inspire them with their
sense of duty and with their deep devotion
to our country.

The families gathered here understand
that we are a nation at war. Like me, they
wish we weren't at war, but we are. They
know that the enemies who attacked us
on September the 11th, 2001, want to bring
further destruction to our country. They
know that the only way to stop them is
to stay on the offense, to fight the extrem-
ists and radicals where they live so we don’t
have to face them where we live.

The families gathered here understand
that our troops want to finish the job.
Today, because of e-mail and instant mes-
saging and other modern technologies, our
military families are able to stay in contact
with their loved ones overseas. I see some
baby boomers out there and—who wore
our uniform. You never would have imag-
ined e-mailing a loved one in the midst
of your time overseas, but that's what’s hap-
pening today. Families here know what our
troops are seeing and hearing on the
ground; they get instant feedback from
the—as a result of modern technologies.
And they know better than anyone our
troops” desire to succeed and their deter-
mination to prevail.

Families gathered here understand that
America is not going to be safe until the
terrorist threat is defeated. If we do not
defeat the terrorists and extremists in Iraq,
they won't leave us alone; they will follow
us to the United States of America. That’s
what makes this battle in the war on terror
so incredibly important. One of the lessons
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