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to be spent on the destruction or
endangerment of living human embryos,
raising serious moral concerns for millions
of Americans.

Research using human embryonic stem
cells is still at an early stage, and it will
be years before researchers know how
much promise lies in therapeutic applica-
tions. I believe this early stage is precisely
when it is most important to develop ethi-
cally responsible techniques, so the poten-
tial of stem cells can be explored without
violating human dignity and life.

S. 5 is very similar to legislation I vetoed
last year. This bill crosses a moral line that
I and many others find troubling. If it ad-
vances all the way through Congress to my
desk, I will veto it.

Meanwhile, exciting and significant sci-
entific advances have been reported over

Remarks Following a Meeting on the
Reauthorization

April 12, 2007

I have just had what I consider to be
not only a fascinating meeting but an im-
portant meeting about the No Child Left
Behind Act with leaders of the civil rights
movement, education leaders from around
our country, business leaders who are con-
cerned about America’s competitiveness.

There is a universal belief that the No
Child Left Behind Act needs to be reau-
thorized, and I want to thank you all for
working with us to get this piece of legisla-
tion reauthorized.

I believe the No Child Left Behind Act
needs to be reauthorized because it’s work-
ing. It’s a piece of legislation which believes
in setting high standards and using account-
ability to make sure that every single child
gets a good education. I strongly support
the notion that when we find a child falling
behind that there ought to be extra Federal

410

the past few years on uses of stem cells
that do not involve the destruction of em-
bryos. These advances using adult and
other forms of stem cells are exciting. Some
have even produced effective therapies and
treatments for disease, all without the de-
struction of human life.

The second bill that passed the Senate
today, the Hope Act, builds on this ethically
appropriate research by encouraging further
development of these alternative techniques
for producing stem cells without embryo
creation or destruction. I strongly support
this bill, and I encourage the Congress to
pass it and send it to me for my signature,
so stem cell science can progress, without
ethical and cultural conflict.

NoOTE: The statement referred to S. 5 and
S. 30.

No Child Left Behind Act

help so that child can catch back up early,
before it’s too late.

I strongly condemn an achievement gap
that exists in this country. It's a gap be-
tween Anglo students and Latino students
or white students and black students, and
it's not in our country’s interest to allow
an education system to continue to foster
that difference in achievement. The No
Child Left Behind Act is beginning to close
that gap. It's the impetus necessary to
cause the reforms, curriculum changes nec-
essary to make sure every child has a
chance of realizing the great hopes of our
country.

Reauthorizing No Child Left Behind Act
is an important statement, an important
move; it’s an important piece of legislation
necessary to keep this country not only
competitive, but also a country of great



Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Apr. 13

hope. And so I want to thank you all for
joining us.

I also want to comment on today’s bomb-
ing of the Iragi Parliament. First of all,
I strongly condemn the action. It reminds
us, though, that there is an enemy willing
to bomb innocent people in a symbol of
democracy. In other words, this assembly
is a place where people have come to rep-
resent the 12 million people who voted.
And there is a type of person that would
walk in that building and kill innocent life,
and that is the same type of person that
is willing to come and kill innocent Ameri-
cans. And it is in our interest to help this

young democracy be in a position so it can
sustain itself and govern itself and defend
itself against these extremists and radicals.
Our hearts go out to those who suffered
as a result of this bombing. My message
to the Iraqi Government is: We stand with
you as you take the steps necessary to not
only reconcile politically but also put a se-
curity force in place that is able to deal
with, you know, these kinds of people.
Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Remarks at the National Catholic Prayer Breakfast

April 13, 2007

Thank you all. Please be seated. Good
morning. Good morning. Thank you. It’s
good to be with you. You know how to
make a Methodist feel right at home.
[Laughter] 1 noticed that this year’s break-
fast was the Friday after Lent—[laugh-
ter]—you can eat your bacon in good con-
science—[laughter|—and the priests can
relax. [Laughter]

I appreciate the opportunity to be with
you; I really do. I thank you for having
this prayer breakfast. Prayer breakfasts
show the true strength of our Nation. I
am honored that people say to me and
Laura, “We pray for you.” It means a lot.
A prayerful nation is a strong nation. A
prayerful nation is a nation the true
strength of which lies in the hearts of the
men and women of our Nation.

Our Declaration of Independence states
that our freedom rests on self-evident
truths about the dignity of the human per-
son. Throughout our Nation’s history,
Catholic Americans have embraced, sus-
tained, and given their lives to defend these
truths. This morning we give thanks for
the blessings of freedom, and we ask Al-

mighty God to guide us as we renew our
founding promise of liberty and justice for
all.

I'm sorry Laura couldn’t be here. She
is by far the best representative of our fam-
ily. Thank you for praying for her.

I appreciate my friend Leonard Leo for
inviting me. I thank the leaders of the Na-
tional Catholic Prayer Breakfast. I'm hon-
ored to be in the presence of Archbishop
Donald Wuerl. I have known the Arch-
bishop for quite a while. I appreciate his
strong and firm dedication to making sure
every child in America gets a good edu-
cation. I am proud to be here with Arch-
bishop Sambi, the Apostolic Nuncio to the
United States. I appreciate the members
of the Catholic clergy. I am honored to
be here with two members of our Supreme
Court, the Chief Justice, John Roberts, and
Justice Sam Alito.

I thank the members of my administra-
tion who have joined us, particularly our
Cabinet Secretary of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, Jim Nicholson, and Su-
zanne. Thank you for joining us.
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