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Statement on the Death of Edward G. Robinson 
April 4, 2007 

Laura and I are saddened to learn of 
the death of Eddie Robinson. Eddie Robin-
son was a football legend who compiled 
an amazing record as the coach at Gram-
bling State University. He will be remem-
bered for his passion for the game and 

his dedication to helping his players better 
themselves on the field, in the classroom, 
and in their communities. Laura and I ex-
tend our deepest sympathies to the Robin-
son family, the players he inspired, and 
Grambling State University. 

Message on the Observance of Easter 2007 
April 6, 2007 

‘‘Rejoice!’’ 

MATTHEW 28:9 

Laura and I send greetings to all those 
celebrating the glorious Easter holiday. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the 
most important event of the Christian faith. 
Easter morning holds wonder and promise, 
and it is a chance for people everywhere 
to gather with family and friends to cele-
brate the power of love conquering death. 
In this season of renewal, we can rejoice 
in Christ’s rising, draw strength and inspira-
tion from His example, and remember that 
in the end, even death itself will be de-
feated. 

This Easter we pray for all our men and 
women in uniform and for the military fam-
ilies whose loved ones are deployed on im-
portant missions in distant lands. We re-
member especially those who have given 
their lives in freedom’s cause. 

On this powerful day, let us join together 
and give thanks to the Almighty for the 
glory of His grace. 

Happy Easter, and may God bless you. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
April 7, 2007 

Good morning. This week, people around 
the world celebrate Passover and Easter. 
These holy days remind us of the presence 
of a loving God who delivers His people 
from oppression and offers a love more 
powerful than death. We take joy in spend-
ing this special time with family and 
friends, and we give thanks for the many 
blessings in our lives. 

One of our greatest blessings as Ameri-
cans is that we have brave citizens who 
step forward to defend us. Every man or 
woman who wears our Nation’s uniform is 
a volunteer, a patriot who has made the 
noble decision to serve a cause larger than 
self. This weekend, many of our service 
men and women are celebrating the holi-
days far from home. They are separated 
from their families by great distances, but 
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they are always close in our thoughts. And 
this Passover and Easter, I ask you to keep 
them in your prayers. 

Our men and women in uniform deserve 
the gratitude of every American. And from 
their elected leaders, they deserve some-
thing more: the funds, resources, and 
equipment they need to do their jobs. 

Sixty-one days have passed since I sent 
Congress an emergency war spending bill 
to provide the funds our troops urgently 
need. But instead of approving that vital 
funding, Democrats in Congress have spent 
the past 61 days working to pass legislation 
that would substitute the judgment of poli-
ticians in Washington for the judgment of 
our generals in the field. 

In both the House and Senate, Demo-
cratic majorities have passed bills that 
would impose restrictions on our military 
commanders, set an arbitrary date for with-
drawal from Iraq, and fund domestic 
spending that has nothing to do with the 
war. The Democrats who passed these bills 
know that I will veto either version if it 
reaches my desk, and they know my veto 
will be sustained. Yet they continue to pur-
sue the legislation. And now the process 
is on hold for 2 weeks, until the full Con-
gress returns to session. 

I recognize that Democrats are trying to 
show their current opposition to the war 
in Iraq. They see the emergency war 
spending bill as a chance to make that 
statement. Yet for our men and women 
in uniform, this emergency war spending 
bill is not a political statement, it is a 
source of critical funding that has a direct 
impact on their daily lives. 

When Congress does not fund our troops 
on the frontlines, our military is forced to 
make cuts in other areas to cover the short-
fall. Military leaders have warned Congress 
about this problem. The Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Pete Pace, 
recently testified that if Congress fails to 
pass a bill I can sign by mid-April, the 
Army will be forced to consider cutting 
back on training, equipment repair, and 

quality of life initiatives for our Guard and 
Reserve forces. In a letter to Congress, 
Army Chief of Staff Pete Schoomaker put 
it this way: ‘‘Without approval of the sup-
plemental funds in April, we will be forced 
to take increasingly draconian measures, 
which will impact Army readiness and im-
pose hardships on our soldiers and their 
families.’’ 

If Congress fails to pass a bill I can sign 
by mid-May, the problems grow even more 
acute. The Army will be forced to consider 
slowing or even freezing funding for depots 
where pivotal equipment is repaired, delay-
ing or curtailing the training of some active 
duty forces, and delaying the formation of 
new brigade combat teams. The bottom 
line is that Congress’s failure to fund our 
troops will mean that some of our military 
families could wait longer for their loved 
ones to return from the frontlines, and oth-
ers could see their loved ones headed back 
to war sooner than they need to. That is 
unacceptable to me, and I believe it is un-
acceptable to the American people. 

The full Congress will not be back from 
spring vacation until the week of April 
16th. That means the soonest the House 
and Senate could get a bill to my desk 
will be sometime late this month, after the 
adverse consequences for our troops and 
their families have already begun. For our 
troops, the clock is ticking. If the Demo-
crats continue to insist on making a political 
statement, they should send me their bill 
as soon as possible. I will veto it, and then 
Congress can go to work on a good bill 
that gives our troops the funds they need, 
without strings and without further delay. 

We have our differences in Washington, 
DC, but our troops should not be caught 
in the middle. All who serve in elected 
office have a solemn responsibility to pro-
vide for our men and women in uniform. 
We need to put partisan politics aside and 
do our duty to those who defend us. 

Thank you for listening. 
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NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:20 a.m. 
on April 6 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, 
TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 7. 
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 6, but 

was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Remarks to Reporters at Fort Hood, Texas 
April 8, 2007 

Easter 

The President. Laura and I just had the 
honor of celebrating Easter Sunday with 
members of our Armed Forces. I had a 
chance to reflect on the great sacrifice that 
our military and their families are making. 
I prayed for their safety, I prayed for their 
strength and comfort, and I prayed for 
peace. 

This is a joyous day for many people 
around the world, and it’s a day for us 

to reflect on the many blessings in our 
lives. And we thank the General and the 
troops at Fort Hood for welcoming me and 
Laura, and Mother and Dad, and my moth-
er-in-law. We wish all Americans a peaceful 
weekend, and we wish our troops all the 
very best. 

Thank you. 
The First Lady. Happy Easter. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at the 
13th Sustainment Command Chapel. 

Remarks During a Tour of the Border and an Exchange With Reporters 
in Yuma, Arizona 
April 9, 2007 

The President. You know, it’s interesting, 
this is the spot I came to in May of 2006. 
Colburn told me then that we were in the 
process of developing a modernization 
strategy. None of this existed prior to my 
arrival in May. And they told me they were 
developing a strategy that would prevent 
people from charging across to try to get 
to the neighborhood over here, and that 
strategy has been implemented. 

It is a combination of roads, lighting, and 
fencing, all aiming at making sure that we 
have a border that’s protected. And it’s 
amazing the progress that’s been made. 
And we have come back to this spot be-
cause it’s where I was the last time. And 
I was most impressed by your strategy, 

even more impressed by the fact that it’s 
now being implemented. And the men have 
reported that the number of arrests are 
down, which is an indication that fewer 
people are trying to cross the border at 
this part of—along the border. And so 
we’re making some pretty good progress. 

And the reason we’ve come here is to 
show the American people that the plan 
that we’ve announced is now being imple-
mented. And there is still more work to 
be done, but nevertheless, a lot of progress 
is being made. I’m going to talk a little 
bit later about making sure that we com-
plete the strategy by having a comprehen-
sive immigration bill. I will save my words 
until then. But in the meantime, I wanted 
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