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Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; 
Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, commanding 
general, Multi-National Force—Iraq; Lt. 
Gen. Abboud Gambar, Iraqi commander of 

Baghdad, Iraqi Army; and Prime Minister 
Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks to Military Personnel and Their Families at Fort Irwin, California 
April 4, 2007 

The President. Thank you, all. I’ve been 
waiting all day to say, ‘‘Hooah!’’ 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. Thank you for greeting 

me. General Cone, thanks. I appreciate 
your service to our country, and thanks for 
leading these men and women. I’m hon-
ored also to be with Jill. Thank you for 
joining us today for lunch. Command Ser-
geant Kim Boyink has been a generous 
host. Sarge, I appreciate being with you. 
Thank you for your service. Thanks for set-
ting such a good example for the enlisted 
folks. 

I often tell people that the backbone of 
the Army is the sergeant. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. And I appreciate you ser-

geants who have joined us here, and I ap-
preciate you serving. 

I want to thank two Members of the 
United States Congress who have traveled 
with me today, men who have concerns 
about Fort Irwin and have reflected those 
concerns in different appropriations meas-
ures in the United States Congress. In 
other words, they understand the impor-
tance of this mission, and they understand 
the importance of making sure the folks 
who are stationed here have the best pos-
sible housing and food—could work a little 
bit on it, but—[laughter]. But I do want 
to introduce to you the Congressmen from 
this district, Congressman Buck McKeon. 
Where are you, Buck? There he is. Thanks, 
Buck. And Congressman Jerry Lewis, rank-
ing member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. 

I’m proud to be here with Mayor Dale 
of the city of Barstow. I appreciate you 
coming, Mr. Mayor. It’s nice of you to be 
here. Thanks for being here. 

I appreciate not only those who wear 
the uniform who are here today; I want 
to thank your families, too, for coming. It 
means a lot to me to be with our military 
families. I’ll say a word about our military 
families here in a minute. 

I do want to thank those who have just 
returned from Afghanistan, the 699th Main-
tenance Company. 

Audience members. Hooah! 
The President. I guess the best words 

I can say are, welcome—I mean, thanks, 
and welcome back. We’re glad you’re here. 

I appreciate those of you who are about 
to deploy in an important theater in this 
war against radicals and extremists, this war 
on terror: the ‘‘Red Devils’’ of the 58th 
Engineers, the ‘‘Renegades’’ of the 557th 
Maintenance Company, the ‘‘Super HET’’ 
of the 2d Transportation Company. I ap-
preciate your—[applause]. 

Ours is a remarkable country when peo-
ple volunteer to serve our country in a time 
of war. The amazing thing about our 
United States military is, thousands and 
thousands have signed up knowing full well 
that we’re a nation at war. The Government 
didn’t say: You have to do this; you 
choose—you chose to do it on your own. 
You decided to put your country ahead of 
self in many ways. I’m proud to be the 
Commander in Chief of such decent peo-
ple, such honorable people, and such noble 
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people. And I’m proud to be in your pres-
ence today. 

I also want to thank the families. I un-
derstand how difficult this war is on Amer-
ica’s military families. I understand the ro-
tations are difficult for the moms and hus-
bands and sons and daughters. I understand 
that when a loved one is deployed, it cre-
ates anxiety. I also understand our military 
families are very supportive of those who 
wear the uniform. And so on behalf of a 
grateful nation, I say thanks to the families 
who are here and all across the United 
States of America. You’re an integral part 
of making sure this volunteer army is as 
successful as it is today. 

This country’s life changed on September 
the 11th, 2001, and my attitude about the 
world changed that day too. I decided that 
I—that our most important task in Wash-
ington was to protect you, protect the 
American people. And I decided that I 
would use all the resources at our disposal 
to do that. Like many Americans, we strug-
gle with understanding with what this at-
tack meant. But if you think about the 
leadup to the attack, you think about the 
terrorist attack on the World Trade Center 
in 1993 or the extremist attack on our 
troops in Lebanon or the Embassies in Af-
rica, Khobar Towers in Saudi Arabia, or 
the USS Cole. 

In other words, the attack on September 
the 11th wasn’t the first move by the ex-
tremists. As a matter of fact, they con-
ducted their acts of murder believing that 
there wouldn’t be a response. They became 
convinced that free nations were weak, and 
they grew bolder believing that history was 
on their side. 

After the attacks of September the 11th, 
I vowed to our country that we wouldn’t 
tire, that we would use whatever it took 
to protect us. And so we changed our strat-
egy. The strategy is to defeat the enemy 
overseas so we don’t have to face them 
here at home. The strategy is to find those 
who would kill Americans and bring them 
to justice. So for those of you in—who have 

been in Afghanistan, you’re helping this 
young democracy recover from a period of 
time in which brutal extremists provided 
safe haven to an enemy which attacked the 
United States. Part of our doctrine is, if 
you harbor a terrorist, you’re equally as 
guilty as the terrorists. 

Another part of the doctrine is, when 
you see a threat, we must take threats seri-
ously, before they come here to hurt us. 
See, what changed on September the 11th 
is, oceans can no longer protect the people 
in the United States from harm. I saw a 
threat in Saddam Hussein. The world is 
better off without Saddam Hussein in 
power, and so are the citizens of Iraq. 

In the long term, we must remember 
that freedom is universal, and the best way 
to defeat an ideology. And make no mistake 
about it, these extremists believe things. 
For example, they don’t believe you can 
worship freely; they don’t believe you 
should speak your mind; they don’t believe 
in dissent; they don’t believe in human 
rights. We believe in the right for people 
to worship. We believe in the dignity of 
each human being. Our ideology is based 
on the universality of liberty. Their dark 
ideology is based upon hatred. And the way 
to defeat—ultimately defeat those who 
would do harm to America is, give people 
a chance to live in a free society. And that’s 
the work we’re doing, whether it be in Af-
ghanistan or in Iraq. And I want to thank 
you for your sacrifice and service. 

Iraq obviously has got the attention of 
the United States, as it should. It’s a tough 
war. The American people are weary of 
this war. They’re wondering whether or not 
we can succeed. They’re horrified by the 
suicide bombings they see. 

I analyzed all the situation here this fall. 
I listened to the advice from the military; 
I listened to the advice from the political 
people, all in reaction to the fact that Al 
Qaida and the extremists bombed a sacred 
place, which caused sectarian violence to 
begin to rage. And it looked like that if 
action wasn’t taken, the capital of this 

15 2010 15:52 Feb 25, 2011 Jkt 214691 PO 00000 Frm 00389 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\214691.013 214691



390 

Apr. 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 

young democracy would be overwhelmed 
by chaos. 

And I had a choice to make, and that 
is whether or not to pull back and hope 
that chaos wouldn’t spread, or to do some-
thing about the sectarian violence that was 
taking place and to help the Iraqis bring 
order to their capital in order to give them 
breathing space, time to reconcile their dif-
ferences after having lived under the thumb 
of a tyrant for years. 

In weighing the options, I thought about 
the consequences of a country that could 
sustain itself and defend itself and serve 
as an ally in the war on terror. And those 
consequences will have profound impact 
over the next years, over the decades, to 
know that in the midst of the Middle East, 
there can flourish free societies, societies 
where people can live together, societies 
where people can express their opinions, 
societies where people can live a free life. 
That’s important because history has prov-
en, has shown that free societies don’t war 
with each other. But it’s also important to 
have allies in this war against the extremists 
who would do us harm. 

I’ve also thought about the consequences 
of failure and what it would mean to the 
American people. If chaos were to reign 
in the capital of that country, it could spill 
out to the rest of the country. It could 
then spill out to the region, where you 
would have religious extremists fighting 
each other with one common enemy: the 
United States of America or our ally, for 
example, like Israel. 

The enemy that had done us harm would 
be emboldened. They would have seen the 
mighty United States of America retreat be-
fore the job was done, which would enable 
them to better recruit. They have made 
it clear—‘‘they’’ being people like Usama 
bin Laden or Zawahiri—have made it clear 
they want to drive us from Iraq to establish 
safe haven in order to launch further at-
tacks. In my judgment, defeat—leaving be-
fore the job was done, which I would call 

defeat—would make this United States of 
America at risk to further attack. 

In other words, this is a war in which, 
if we were to leave before the job is done, 
the enemy would follow us here. That’s 
the lesson of September the 11th. It’s an 
integral part of my thinking about how to 
secure this country, to do the most impor-
tant job that the Government must do, and 
that is to protect the American people. 

So I made a decision, in consultation 
with our military commanders, people of 
sound military judgment, people who have 
made a career about how to set strategies 
in place to achieve military victories. And 
the new strategy we developed was to, rath-
er than retreat, reinforce; rather than pull 
back, was to go in with additional troops 
to help this young democracy do the job 
that the 12 million people who voted in 
free elections want them to do, which is 
to provide security so a mother can raise 
her child the way we would want our moth-
ers to be able to raise our children, to 
provide security so that the political rec-
onciliation necessary can go forward in a 
more secure environment. 

As I made the decision to send in more 
troops, I also made the decision to send 
in a new commander, General David 
Petraeus. He’s an expert on counterinsur-
gency. Right now about half of the rein-
forcements that are expected to go to Bagh-
dad have arrived. American and Iraqi 
troops are, however, on the move. They’re 
rounding up both Shi’a and Sunni extrem-
ists; they’re rounding up those who would 
do harm to innocent people. 

We’re after Al Qaida. After all, Al Qaida 
wants us to fail because they can’t stand 
the thought of a free society in their midst. 
We’re destroying car bomb factories, killing 
and capturing hundreds of insurgents, and 
neighborhoods are being reclaimed. There 
is progress, but the enemy sees that 
progress, and they’re responding in a brutal 
way. 

I was amazed by the story of the extrem-
ists who put two children into a automobile 
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so that they could make it into a crowded 
area. Then they got of the car and blew 
up the car with the children inside. It only 
hardens my resolve to help free Iraq from 
a society in which people can do that to 
children. And it makes me realize the na-
ture of the enemy that we face, which 
hardens my resolve to protect the American 
people. The people who do that are not 
people. You know, it’s not a civil war, it 
is pure evil. And I believe we have an 
obligation to protect ourselves from that 
evil. So while we’re making progress, it also 
is tough. And so the way to deal with it 
is to stay on the offense, is to help these 
Iraqis. 

I had a meeting, a SVTS—what they call 
a SVTS, it’s a real-time video conference— 
with Prime Minister Maliki. I urged him, 
of course, to continue making the actions 
necessary to reconcile in their society: pass 
an oil law, a de-Ba’athification law. It’s in-
teresting to watch a government emerge. 
It’s interesting to watch this new democracy 
begin to take on responsibilities, and they 
are. They said they would commit addi-
tional troops into Baghdad; they have. They 
said they’d name a commander for the city 
of Baghdad; they did. They said they would 
man checkpoints; they are. They said they’d 
spend a significant amount of their own 
money for their reconstruction; they have 
budgeted $10 billion. 

And there’s more work to be done, and 
I reminded the Prime Minister of that. And 
I reminded him that our patience is not 
unlimited. I also reminded him that we 
want him to succeed, that it’s in the inter-
est of the United States that this young 
democracy succeed. It’s in the interest we 
gain a new ally in the war on terror in 
the midst of a part of the world that pro-
duced 19 kids that came and killed 3,000 
of our citizens. 

Just as the strategy is starting to make 
inroads, a narrow majority in the Congress 
passed legislation they knew all along I 
would not accept. Their bills impose an 
artificial deadline for withdrawal from Iraq. 

Their bills substitute the judgment of 
Washington politicians for the judgment of 
our military commanders. Their bills add 
billions of dollars in porkbarrel spending, 
spending that is unrelated to the war that 
you’re engaged in. Then, instead of sending 
an acceptable bill to my desk, they went 
on spring break. 

In the meantime, the clock is ticking for 
our military. The Secretary of Defense, the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and 
the Chief of Staff of the Army have warned 
that if Congress delays these funds past 
mid-April, we’ll have significant con-
sequences for our Armed Forces. Army 
Chief of Staff says this: ‘‘Without approval 
of the supplemental funds in April, we will 
be forced to take increasingly draconian 
measures, which will impact Army readi-
ness and impose hardship on our soldiers 
and their families.’’ 

For example, the Army says that without 
these funds, it will be forced to consider 
cutting back on training for Guard and Re-
serve units and, eventually, for active duty 
personnel. The folks at Fort Irwin know 
firsthand how important training is. Wash-
ington has a responsibility to ensure that 
you have the resources you need to keep 
this training going. 

Soon Congress will return from its break. 
I urge them to work on legislation to fund 
our troops but that does not tell our mili-
tary how to conduct war and sets an artifi-
cial timetable for withdrawal. The enemy 
does not measure the conflict in Iraq in 
terms of timetables. They plan to fight us, 
and we’ve got to fight them, alongside the 
Iraqis. A strategy that encourages this 
enemy to wait us out is dangerous. It’s dan-
gerous for our troops; it’s dangerous for 
our country’s security. And it’s not going 
to become the law. 

There are fine, fine people debating this 
issue in Washington, DC. They’re patriotic. 
They’re people who have got passionate 
points of view about this war, and I under-
stand that. Yet we cannot allow honest dif-
ferences in Washington to harm our troops 
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in battle or their families here at home. 
Members of Congress have sent their mes-
sage. Now they need to send me a war 
spending measure that I can sign into law, 
so we can provide our troops and their 
families with the funds and support they 
deserve and they need. 

I spent some time with the soldiers out 
in the field, and I want to share with you 
what I told them. The work that you have 
volunteered to do will have a lasting impact 
on the world in which we live. When we 
succeed in helping this Iraqi Government 
become a country that can sustain itself, 
defend itself, govern itself, and serve as 
an ally in the war on terror, we will have 
delivered a significant blow to those who 
have designs on harming the American peo-
ple, because they can’t stand the thought 
of free societies in their midst. They can’t 
stand the thought of people being able to 
have a government of, by, and for the peo-
ple. It is the opposite of what they view. 

But we have done this kind of work be-
fore. The United States of America has 
done the kind of work that spread liberty 
in parts of the world where people never 
thought liberty could take hold. For exam-
ple, after World War II, after we had a 
brutal war with the Japanese and Nazi Ger-
many, our troops stayed behind and helped 
these societies recover and grow and pros-
per. And now we’re reaping the benefits 
of helping our former enemies realize the 
blessings of liberty. Europe is free and at 
peace. 

You know, after the Korean war, if you 
had asked somebody: ‘‘Can you imagine an 
American President being able to stand up 
in front of some troops and say, ‘The Far 
East is peaceful; a part of the world where 
we lost thousands of our troops in World 
War II and Korea is now a relatively peace-

ful part of the world.’?’’ They would have 
said, ‘‘What a hopeless idealist that person 
is.’’ And yet I can report to you that. And 
I believe it is because our troops not only 
helped in Korea and helped rebuild Japan, 
but I believe it’s because the presence of 
the United States gave breathing space to 
people to realize the blessings of liberty. 

I believe liberty is universal. I don’t be-
lieve it is just for the United States of 
America alone. I believe there is an Al-
mighty, and I believe the Almighty’s gift 
to people worldwide is the desire to be 
free. And I think, if given a chance, people 
will seize that moment. And that’s the work 
you’re doing. 

And so that’s why I report to our citizens 
that the hard work we’re doing today is 
laying the foundation of peace for genera-
tions to come. And it gives me great con-
fidence to know that standing with the 
President of the United States is a fantastic 
military: well-trained, courageous, and dedi-
cated to protecting this country. 

I’m proud to be your Commander in 
Chief. May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:19 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Brig. Gen. Robert 
W. Cone, USA, commanding general, U.S. 
Army National Training Center and Fort 
Irwin, and his wife Jill; Command Sgt. Maj. 
Kim D. Boyink, USA, U.S. Army National 
Training Center and Fort Irwin; Usama bin 
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist orga-
nization; Ayman Al-Zawahiri, founder of the 
Egyptian Islamic Jihad and senior Al Qaida 
associate; Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, 
commanding general, Multi-National 
Force—Iraq; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki 
of Iraq; Lt. Gen. Abboud Gambar, Iraqi com-
mander of Baghdad, Iraqi Army; and Sec-
retary of Defense Robert M. Gates. 
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Statement on the Death of Edward G. Robinson 
April 4, 2007 

Laura and I are saddened to learn of 
the death of Eddie Robinson. Eddie Robin-
son was a football legend who compiled 
an amazing record as the coach at Gram-
bling State University. He will be remem-
bered for his passion for the game and 

his dedication to helping his players better 
themselves on the field, in the classroom, 
and in their communities. Laura and I ex-
tend our deepest sympathies to the Robin-
son family, the players he inspired, and 
Grambling State University. 

Message on the Observance of Easter 2007 
April 6, 2007 

‘‘Rejoice!’’ 

MATTHEW 28:9 

Laura and I send greetings to all those 
celebrating the glorious Easter holiday. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the 
most important event of the Christian faith. 
Easter morning holds wonder and promise, 
and it is a chance for people everywhere 
to gather with family and friends to cele-
brate the power of love conquering death. 
In this season of renewal, we can rejoice 
in Christ’s rising, draw strength and inspira-
tion from His example, and remember that 
in the end, even death itself will be de-
feated. 

This Easter we pray for all our men and 
women in uniform and for the military fam-
ilies whose loved ones are deployed on im-
portant missions in distant lands. We re-
member especially those who have given 
their lives in freedom’s cause. 

On this powerful day, let us join together 
and give thanks to the Almighty for the 
glory of His grace. 

Happy Easter, and may God bless you. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
April 7, 2007 

Good morning. This week, people around 
the world celebrate Passover and Easter. 
These holy days remind us of the presence 
of a loving God who delivers His people 
from oppression and offers a love more 
powerful than death. We take joy in spend-
ing this special time with family and 
friends, and we give thanks for the many 
blessings in our lives. 

One of our greatest blessings as Ameri-
cans is that we have brave citizens who 
step forward to defend us. Every man or 
woman who wears our Nation’s uniform is 
a volunteer, a patriot who has made the 
noble decision to serve a cause larger than 
self. This weekend, many of our service 
men and women are celebrating the holi-
days far from home. They are separated 
from their families by great distances, but 
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