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Mar. 30 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Notice of Intention To 
Enter Into a Free Trade Agreement With Panama 
March 30, 2007 

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. 
President:) 

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 
the Trade Act of 2002, (Public Law 107– 
210; the ‘‘Trade Act’’), I am pleased to 
notify the Congress of my intention to 
enter into a free trade agreement with the 
Republic of Panama. 

The United States-Panama Trade Pro-
motion Agreement (the ‘‘Agreement’’) will 
generate export opportunities for U.S. 
farmers, ranchers, and companies, help cre-
ate jobs in the United States, and help 
American consumers save money while of-
fering them more choices. The Agreement 
will also benefit the people of Panama by 

providing economic opportunity and by 
strengthening democracy. 

Consistent with the Trade Act, I am 
sending this notification at least 90 days 
in advance of signing the Agreement. My 
Administration looks forward to working 
with the Congress in developing appro-
priate legislation to approve and implement 
this Agreement. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy 
Pelosi, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of 
the Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix 
D at the end of this volume. 

The President’s Radio Address 
March 31, 2007 

Good morning. In recent days, the 
House and Senate each passed emergency 
war spending bills that undercut our troops 
in the field. Each of the Democrats’ bills 
would substitute the judgment of politicians 
in Washington for that of our generals on 
the ground. Each bill would impose restric-
tive conditions on our military commanders. 
Each bill would also set an arbitrary dead-
line for surrender and withdrawal in Iraq, 
and I believe that would have disastrous 
consequences for our safety here at home. 

The Democrats loaded up their bills with 
billions of dollars in domestic spending 
completely unrelated to the war, including 
$3.5 million for visitors to tour the Capitol, 
$6.4 million for the House of Representa-
tives salaries and expenses account, and $74 
million for secure peanut storage. I like 
peanuts as much as the next guy, but I 

believe the security of our troops should 
come before the security of our peanut 
crop. For all these reasons, that is why 
I made it clear to the Democrats in Con-
gress: I will veto the bill. 

Democrats in the House and the Senate 
also recently passed their annual budget 
resolutions. Their budgets would raise your 
taxes and raise Government spending in 
Washington. And their budgets fail to ad-
dress the most serious challenge to our Na-
tion’s fiscal health: the unsustainable 
growth in entitlement programs like Social 
Security and Medicare. 

Overall, the Democrats would raise taxes 
by a total of nearly $400 billion over the 
next 5 years. To put this in perspective, 
this would be the largest tax increase in 
our Nation’s history, even larger than the 
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