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other truck divisions in the Chrysler Group,
we've committed as well, by 2012, to have
50 percent of our production not only in
E-85 but biodiesel. This Jeep Grand Cher-
okee here today is going into production
as we speak, being shipped from the factory
with B-5.

So we're very committed to this as well,
and we think this is the answer for America
to lower our dependence on foreign oil

Thank you.

The President. One of the things that
I think it’s important for the American tax-
payer to understand is that were using
some of their dollars to promote new tech-
nologies, and we’re working with these
CEOs and their respective companies to
advance new technologies. They're on the

leading edge of technological change, and
it’s in our interest to help promote these
new technologies that are coming to the
market.

And TI'm excited about the future. I'm
optimistic we can meet our goal. I look
forward to working with Congress to do
so. And T appreciate you all coming today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. Partici-
pating in the meeting were G. Richard Wag-
oner, Jr., chairman and chief executive offi-
cer, General Motors Corp.; Alan Mulally,
president and chief executive officer, Ford
Motor Co.; and Thomas W. LaSorda, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, Chrysler
Group, DaimlerChrysler.
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Mr. Secretary, thank you. I want to thank
you all very much.

Yesterday I talked with the chief execu-
tive officers of U.S. auto companies about
what theyre doing to help us meet the
goal of reducing gasoline usage by 20 per-
cent over 10 years. Today I've had the
honor of visiting with private sector compa-
nies: “Big Brown,” FedEx, the Metro bus
line, as well as the postal office folks, and
DaimlerChrysler as well to talk about how
we are using new technologies to convert
truck fleets, bus fleets to vehicles that will
be able to help meet the goal of reducing
gasoline usage by 20 percent over 10 years.

The reason I've come is, I want the
American people to understand that there
are new technologies on the market that
are being used every single day, but there’s
more we can do. I'm looking forward to
working with Congress to meet this goal.
And they need to pass meaningful energy
legislation as soon as possible, all aiming
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at making sure that we promote tech-
nologies that, for the sake of our national
security and for the sake of good environ-
mental policy, we reduce the usage of gaso-
line.

The goal I laid out of reducing gasoline
by 20 percent over 10 years is a realistic
goal. In other words, this isn’t a pipedream;
this is something that our Nation can ac-
complish. It's going to take more research
dollars; it’s going to take working with the
private sector; and it’s going to take innova-
tive leadership. And I thank the folks here
who are representing companies that have
got innovative leadership, people willing to
make use of technologies that change the
way we drive and will change the way we
live.

So I appreciate you all being with me.
It's an honor to be with you. Thank you
for your time.
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NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:39 a.m. at
the U.S. Postal Service Vehicle Maintenance

Facility. In his remarks, he referred to Sec-
retary of Energy Samuel W. Bodman.
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This morning I got a phone call from
Tony Snow. He called me from the hos-
pital. He told me that when they went in
and operated on him, they found cancer.
It's a recurrence of the cancer that he
thought that he had successfully dealt with
in the past. His attitude is, one, that he
is not going to let this whip him, and he’s
upbeat. My attitude is, is that we need
to pray for him and for his family.

Obviously, a lot of folks here in the
White House worry a lot about their friend,
as do Laura and I. And so my message

to Tony is, stay strong; a lot of people
love you and care for you and will pray
for you. And we’re hoping for all the best.
I'm looking forward to the day that he
comes back to the White House and briefs
the press corps on the decisions that I'm
making and why I'm making them. In the
meantime, I hope our fellow citizens offer
a prayer to he and his family.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House.
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All right. Thanks for having me. Thank
you. Please be seated. Not a bad introduc-
tion by a cowboy. [Laughter] Thanks for
having me. Welcome to Washington. I'm
glad to be with you. I was telling Laura
this morning, “I'm really looking forward
to going over to talk to the Nation’s cattle-
men.” I appreciate being with people who
understand the importance of faith, family,
hard work, good values. I like to remind
people, every day is Earth Day if you make
a living off the land. It's good to be with
fellow conservationists.

I'm going to talk a little bit about two
big priorities: One, how to keep this econ-
omy strong so people can make a living;
and secondly, how this country needs to
stay resolved and firm in protecting the
security of our country. And I appreciate
you giving me a chance to come over and
visit.

I do want to thank John Queen. I want
to thank the board of directors. Thanks for
being here and making your voices heard.
You can influence the debate in Wash-
ington. And this is a town where people
do listen to other people’s voices. I've got
a few suggestions for you when you go
up to Capitol Hill. [Laughter] But before
I give them, I do want to recognize Senator
Craig Thomas from the State of Wyoming
and Marilyn Musgrave from Colorado. Ap-
preciate you both being here.

Let me talk about how to keep this econ-
omy growing. You know, one of the main
jobs of government is to create the condi-
tions for economic growth. A main job of
government is not to try to create wealth.
In other words, the fundamental question
we've got to ask here in Washington is,

347



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T10:14:32-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




