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After all, you are representing a great uni-
versity. And I appreciate the fact that peo-
ple can be student-athletes. I appreciate it 
because at some point in time, you’re not 
going to be an athlete. At some point in 
time, you’re going to have to use the skills 
you learned as a student to be a construc-
tive citizen of the United States. And so, 
Coach, I appreciate the fact that you work 
hard with these players to make sure that 
they take advantage of this fantastic oppor-
tunity, and that is to be a student at the 
University of Florida. 

I also appreciate the spirit of giving that’s 
a part of this football program. I don’t 
know if you know this or not, but Coach 
Meyer hosts the annual Urban Meyer Golf 
Scramble for Kids. This year, the event 
raised a record $300,000, all aiming at help-
ing youth organizations buy equipment, all 
aiming at touching a soul, trying to make 
somebody’s life better. 

Coach, I appreciate the example you set, 
and I also appreciate the fact that 32 of 
your football players volunteered for com-
munity organizations; 32 souls said: ‘‘I’m 
more than a football player; I’m a leader 
when it comes to helping the community 
in which I live.’’ 

Jemalle Cornelius just so happens to be 
captain. Here’s what he said; he said: ‘‘If 
everyone took a small leadership role in 
whatever it is they do, we can help elimi-
nate some of the problems that are in our 
society.’’ I love the spirit. I love the fact 
that champions understand you’ve got to 
be a champ on the field as well as a champ 

off the field. And I believe one of the rea-
sons this program is successful is because 
not only you’re good football players, but 
you’re good people. 

And I want to say one other thing 
about—now that I’ve got the mike—[laugh-
ter]—I want to say something at Cam 
Brewer. Where’s Cam? There he is, right 
there—United States Marine. I appreciate 
the fact that you wore the uniform of the 
United States of America. I appreciate the 
fact that you put self—something larger 
than yourself as an important part of your 
life. It’s a good example, isn’t it? And now 
I appreciate the fact that you’ve taken ad-
vantage of the educational opportunities of-
fered to those who have worn the uniform 
and gotten yourself an education at a fine 
university. 

Again, I want to welcome you all to the 
White House. It’s an honor to welcome 
you here. More importantly, it’s an honor 
to welcome the National Football Cham-
pion Florida Gators. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to former Gov. Jeb 
Bush of Florida; J. Bernard Machen, presi-
dent, Manny A. Fernandez, chairman of the 
board of trustees, and Jeremy N. Foley, ath-
letic director, University of Florida; Carolyn 
K. Roberts, chairman of the board of gov-
ernors, State University System of Florida; 
and Ray McDonald, defensive end, and 
Jemalle Cornelius and Cam Brewer, wide re-
ceivers, University of Florida football team. 

Statement on the Death of Raymond D. Nasher 
March 19, 2007 

Ray Nasher was a brilliant businessman, 
diplomat, and philanthropist. Through his 
service at the United Nations, he rep-
resented the best of his country and his 
home State of Texas. Through his patron-

age of the arts, he shared his magnificent 
collection of modern and contemporary 
sculpture in countless office spaces and the 
world-class museums he created in Dallas 
and at Duke University. Ray served the 
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last three Presidents as a member of the 
President’s Committee on the Arts and Hu-
manities and served his country by giving 

all Americans greater access to the arts. 
Laura and I send our deepest condolences 
to Ray Nasher’s family and friends. 

Message to the Congress on Trade With Haiti 
March 19, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
The Haitian Hemispheric Opportunity 

through Partnership Encouragement Act of 
2006 (Division D, Title V of Public Law 
109–432), amends the Caribbean Basin 
Economic Recovery Act (Title II of the 
Trade and Development Act of 2000, Pub-
lic Law 106–200)(CBERA), to make certain 
products from Haiti eligible for preferential 
tariff treatment. In accordance with section 
213A of CBERA, as amended, I have de-
termined that Haiti meets the eligibility re-

quirements under section 213A(d)(1) of 
CBERA, as amended, and that Haiti is 
meeting the conditions regarding enforce-
ment of circumvention under section 
213A(e)(1) of CBERA, as amended. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
March 19, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 20. 

Remarks on Energy in Claycomo, Missouri 
March 20, 2007 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Alan, 
thank you. It’s good to be here in Kansas 
City. Thank you for your warm hospitality. 
I’ve had—I guess you’d call it ‘‘Car Day.’’ 
[Laughter] I started off at a GM plant 
across the way, and now I’m at the Ford 
plant. My impressions are—is that Amer-
ican automobile companies are essential to 
keeping us competitive, essential to pro-
viding good jobs, and these manufacturing 
facilities are full of some really—finest citi-
zens in our country. 

I thank you for your hospitality. I en-
joyed walking up and down the line, shak-
ing people’s hands. I’m impressed by just 
how warm everybody was. And I thank you; 
I really do. It’s been a joy to be here. 

The reason I’ve come is, I want to high-
light an important initiative for the country, 
and that is to promote technologies so we 
are less reliant upon foreign sources of oil. 

And the best way to become less reliant 
on foreign sources of oil is to manufacture 
automobiles that will use either less gaso-
line or different kinds of fuels. And that’s 
what we’re here to talk about. 

The Ford plant, the GM plant are pro-
ducing automobiles that are the beginning, 
really, of helping this country develop a 
wise energy policy and a wise environ-
mental policy. And so I appreciate the fact 
that we’ve seen hybrid technologies and the 
world’s first hybrid SUV, ethanol-driven 
cars. Americans are just getting used to this 
kind of technological—these technological 
breakthroughs—something you’re used to. 
See, you make these cars all day long, but 
I don’t think our citizens fully understand 
what is happening in America. And that’s 
why I’ve come to highlight the techno-
logical changes that we’re seeing. 
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