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Members of Congress have a right to
express their views and express them force-
fully. But those who refuse to give this
plan a chance to work have an obligation
to offer an alternative that has a better
chance for success. To oppose everything
while proposing nothing is irresponsible.

Whatever our differences on strategy and
tactics, we all have a duty to ensure that
our troops have what they need to succeed.
Thousands of young men and women are
preparing to join an important mission that
will in large part determine the outcome
in Iraq. Our brave troops should not have
to wonder if their leaders in Washington
will give them what they need. I urge
Members of Congress to fulfill their re-

sponsibilities, make their views known, and
to always support our men and women in
arm’s way.
Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:40 a.m.
on January 12 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
January 13. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 12, but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. In the address, the Presi-
dent referred to Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki of Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Remarks at a Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday Volunteer Event

January 15, 2007

This has been my honor to be here. One
of the things that Mrs. King wanted was
for MLK Day to be a day of service. It
is not a day off, but it's a day on. And
so I'm here at Cardozo High School to
thank the hundreds of people who have
showed up to serve the country by volun-
teering.

And right here in the library, we’re with
a group of folks who are sending postcards
to folks who have been affected by Katrina,
cards of hope, an opportunity for a citizen
here to say to somebody in the New Orle-
ans area, “We care about you, people are
thinking about you,” and all in the hopes
of lifting somebody’s spirit.

And so I not only want to thank the
folks involved in this project and thank the
Attorney General for volunteering, but I
encourage people all around the country
to seize any opportunity they can to help

somebody in need. And by helping some-
body in need, youre honoring the legacy
of Martin Luther King. And by helping
somebody in need, youre really helping
yourself because youre lifting your soul.

And so I want to thank the principal
of this fine high school; T want to thank
the organizers of the event; and I want
to thank the volunteers, young and old, for
setting aside time to make somebody else’s
life better.

Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. at
Cardozo High School. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Reginald Ballard, principal,
Cardozo High School. The Martin Luther
King, Jr., Federal Holiday proclamation of
January 11 is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With United Nations Secretary-General Ban

Ki-moon

January 16, 2007

President Bush. Mr. Secretary-General,
welcome. The last time I visited with you
in this Oval Office, you were the Foreign
Minister of an important country. Now you
come representing the United Nations, and
I welcome you. Thank you for your willing-
ness to serve. Thank you for this very im-
portant discussion we just had. I appre-
ciated so very much how you opened up
the discussion with a strong commitment
to democracy and freedom. And the United
States is willing—wants to work with the
United Nations to achieve a peace through
the spread of freedom.

And T want to thank you very much for
the wise advice that you have given on a
variety of issues. We talked about the Mid-
dle East, of course, and the importance
of the Quartet. We talked about Darfur.
Mr. Secretary-General, I want to thank you
for your commitment to help the suffering
people in Darfur, and I wish you all the
best as you work hard to convince the
President of the Sudan that it’s in his inter-
est, and in the world’s interest, that he
allow enhanced African Union peace-
keepers in to provide peace and security
for people who are suffering.

I want to thank you very much, as well,
for our discussions about Iran and North
Korea. I wish you all the best in this impor-
tant job. I admired the way you handled
your previous job, and I'm confident you'll
do a fine job now.

Secretary-General Ban. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. It’s a great honor and
privilege for me to visit the White House
and meet with you, Mr. President, in my
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new capacity as Secretary-General of the
United Nations. I feel it a great honor for
me to serve this organization, our global
body, United Nations. At the same time,
I'm very much humbled by all the chal-
lenges which I have to deal with and we
are facing in the 21st century.

I would need strong participation and
support of the United States in all activities
of the United Nations. In fact, I believe
that the United Nations and United States
have shared objectives: peace and security,
freedom, democracy. All these important
goals and ideas are what the United States
is also trying to achieve.

I hope to work very closely with the U.S.
Government, including Mr. President, in
realizing and achieving this shared goal. As
I start my new administration as Secretary-
General, I'd like to have strong commit-
ment and support from U.S. Government,
and I'm committed to devote all my time
and energy to the address—to address all
these important issues—Middle East and
Darfur, Lebanon and Somalia, North
Korea, Millennium Development Goals,
and the climate changes. All are global
issues which require global, collective wis-
dom and effort.

Thank you very much for this oppor-
tunity.

President Bush. Youre welcome, sir.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Umar Hassan
Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan.
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