
261 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Mar. 9 

substandard care in part of that organiza-
tion, and we’re going to correct it. 

And I put the Commission together— 
a series of commissions, to make sure that 
there—that we fully understand the truth, 
fully elevate the problems, so we can solve 
them. 

I had Bob Dole and Donna Shalala in 
today. They’re chairmen of this very impor-
tant commission I put together that will 
analyze the care our soldiers get from the 
battlefield into the Defense Department, 
then into the Veterans, and then into com-
munity. And I want to make sure there 
is—that is a seamless transition of excellent 
care. 

Mr. Lopez. Muchas gracias, Senor 
Presidente. 

The President. Por nada. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 12:06 p.m. 
in the Map Room at the White House for 
later broadcast. In his remarks, the President 
referred to President Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva of Brazil; I. Lewis ‘‘Scooter’’ Libby, 
former Chief of Staff to the Vice President; 
and former Sen. Robert J. Dole and former 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Donna E. Shalala, Cochairs, President’s 
Commission on Care for America’s Return-
ing Wounded Warriors. Mr. Lopez referred 
to President Hugo Chavez Frias of Ven-
ezuela. A portion of this interview could not 
be verified because the tape was incomplete. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Iran 
March 8, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the Iran emergency declared 
on March 15, 1995, is to continue in effect 
beyond March 15, 2007. 

The crisis between the United States and 
Iran constituted by the actions and policies 
of the Government of Iran that led to the 
declaration of a national emergency on 
March 15, 1995, has not been resolved. 

The actions and policies of the Government 
of Iran are contrary to the interests of the 
United States in the region and pose a con-
tinuing unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. For these 
reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency 
declared with respect to Iran and maintain 
in force comprehensive sanctions against 
Iran to respond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
March 8, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 9. The 
related notice of March 8 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume. 
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Remarks at Petrobras Transporte S.A. Facility in Sao Paulo, Brazil 
March 9, 2007 

Bom dia. Thank you for your hospitality, 
Mr. President. It’s good to be back in your 
beautiful country. Laura and I really have 
been looking forward to the trip to Sao 
Paulo. It’s one of the world’s great cities. 
And I have been looking forward to our 
conversations. You know, Brazil and the 
United States are the two largest democ-
racies in our hemisphere, and we’ve got 
a lot in common, and we’ve got a lot to 
do together to improve the lives of millions 
in our respective countries and, hopefully, 
in neighboring countries as well. 

I find it really interesting that much of 
our talks on this visit are going to be cen-
tered on energy. It’s a new kind of energy. 
I don’t think 20 years ago, an American 
President or a Brazilian President would 
have thought: Let’s see; see if we can find 
common ground on energy production. And 
yet, as the President noted, that we had 
a long discussion in Brasilia about alter-
native fuels. And now we’re at a plant that’s 
actually manufacturing alternative fuels on 
an economic basis that has got the capacity 
to change our respective countries in the 
world. And I, like the President, am very 
upbeat about the potential of ethanol and 
biodiesel. And that’s why we’re here. 

I do want to thank Sergio Gabrielli, who 
is the president of Petrobras, for his hospi-
tality. I appreciate very much your briefing. 
And I want to thank all the workers here 
for greeting us. I want to thank the folks 
from Ford and General Motors who are 
here. It’s nice of them to show up to see 
the American President. I appreciate your 
willingness to be innovative and to meet 
market demands with products that actually 
matter, and in this case, flex-fuel vehicles. 

People have wondered why the President 
of the United States would be so interested 
in diversification of our energy supply, and 
here are the reasons. One, if you’re de-
pendent upon oil from overseas, you have 

a national security issue. In other words, 
dependency upon energy from somewhere 
else means that you’re dependent upon the 
decisions from somewhere else. And so as 
we diversify away from the use of gasoline 
by using ethanol, we’re really diversifying 
away from oil. 

Secondly, dependency upon oil creates 
an economic problem for not only the 
United States but anybody else who im-
ports oil. In a globalized world, if the de-
mand for oil goes up in China or India, 
it runs up the price of gasoline in our re-
spective countries. And therefore, diver-
sification away from oil product is in the 
economic interests of our respective coun-
tries. 

And finally, as the President noted, it 
is—we all feel incumbent to be good stew-
ards of the environment. And it just so 
happens that ethanol and biodiesel will help 
improve the quality of the environment in 
our respective countries. 

And so I’m very much in favor of pro-
moting the technologies that will enable 
ethanol and biodiesel to remain competitive 
and, therefore, affordable to the people in 
our respective countries and around our 
neighborhoods. 

One of the things I like, as the President 
noted, is that a good ethanol policy and 
good alternative fuel policy actually leads 
to more jobs, not less. In other words, at 
this plant, there are jobs. But as the Presi-
dent noted, when you’re growing your way 
out of dependence on oil, you’re dependent 
upon people who work the land. And the 
distribution of wealth, the distribution of 
opportunity to farmers, particularly the 
smaller farmers in our respective countries, 
will enable the economy to be more on 
firm foundation. 

And so, Mr. President, your vision is ab-
solutely correct. I appreciate so very much 
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