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force a collapse of the Iragi Government,
tear the country apart, and result in mass
killings on an unimaginable scale. Such a
scenario would result in our troops being
forced to stay in Iraq even longer and con-
front an enemy that is even more lethal.
If we increase our support at this crucial
moment and help the Iraqis break the cur-
rent cycle of violence, we can hasten the
day our troops begin coming home.

In the days ahead, my national security
team will fully brief Congress on our new
strategy. If Members have improvements
that can be made, we will make them. If
circumstances change, we will adjust. Hon-
orable people have different views, and
they will voice their criticisms. It is fair
to hold our views up to scrutiny. And all
involved have a responsibility to explain
how the path they propose would be more
likely to succeed.

Acting on the good advice of Senator
Joe Lieberman and other key Members of
Congress, we will form a new, bipartisan
working group that will help us come to-
gether across party lines to win the war
on terror. This group will meet regularly
with me and my administration; it will help
strengthen our relationship with Congress.
We can begin by working together to in-
crease the size of the active Army and Ma-
rine Corps, so that America has the Armed
Forces we need for the 21st century. We
also need to examine ways to mobilize tal-
ented American civilians to deploy overseas,
where they can help build democratic insti-
tutions in communities and nations recov-
ering from war and tyranny.

In these dangerous times, the United
States is blessed to have extraordinary and
selfless men and women willing to step for-
ward and defend us. These young Ameri-
cans understand that our cause in Iraq is
noble and necessary and that the advance
of freedom is the calling of our time. They
serve far from their families, who make the
quiet sacrifices of lonely holidays and
empty chairs at the dinner table. They have
watched their comrades give their lives to
ensure our liberty. We mourn the loss of
every fallen American, and we owe it to
them to build a future worthy of their sac-
rifice.

Fellow citizens, the year ahead will de-
mand more patience, sacrifice, and resolve.
It can be tempting to think that America
can put aside the burdens of freedom. Yet
times of testing reveal the character of a
nation, and throughout our history, Ameri-
cans have always defied the pessimists and
seen our faith in freedom redeemed. Now
America is engaged in a new struggle that
will set the course for a new century. We
can and we will prevail.

We go forward with trust that the Author
of Liberty will guide us through these try-
ing hours. Thank you and good night.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:01 p.m. in
the Library at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Nuri
al-Maliki of Iraq. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Request for Funding for the Department of Homeland Security

January 10, 2007

Dear Madam Speaker:
I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed request for the Department of
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Homeland Security. The request is needed
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to liquidate prior-year obligations for con-
tracts and grants made by the Transpor-
tation Security Administration. The request
is fully offset by transferring unobligated
balances and would not increase spending
or the deficit.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director

of the Office of Management and Budget.
I concur with his comments and observa-
tions.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 11.

Remarks on Presenting Posthumously the Congressional Medal of Honor

to Corporal Jason Dunham
January 11, 2007

Welcome to the White House. The
Medal of Honor is the highest award for
valor a President can bestow. The medal
is given for gallantry in the face of an
enemy attack that is above and beyond the
call of duty. The medal is part of a cher-
ished American tradition that began in this
house with the signature of President Abra-
ham Lincoln.

Since World War II, more than half of
those who have been awarded the Medal
of Honor have lost their lives in the action
that earned it. Corporal Jason Dunham be-
longs to this select group. On a dusty road
in western Iraq, Corporal Dunham gave his
own life so that the men under his com-
mand might live. This morning it’s my
privilege to recognize Corporal Dunham’s
devotion to the Corps and country and to
present his family with the Medal of
Honor.

I welcome the Vice President’s presence;
Secretary of Defense Bob Gates; Senator
Ted Stevens; Senator John McCain; Senator
Craig Thomas—I don’t know if you say
former marine or marine—marine; Con-
gressman Bill Young and his wife Beverly;
Congressman  Duncan Hunter; Congress-
man John Kline, marine; Congressman
Randy Kuhl, Corporal Dunham’s family’s
United States Congressman, is with us; Sec-
retary Don Winter; General Pete Pace;
General Jim Conway and Annette; Sergeant

Major John Estrada, Sergeant Major of the
Marine Corps.

I appreciate the Medal of Honor recipi-
ents who have joined us: Barney Barnum,
Bob Foley, Bob Howard, Gary Littrell, Al
Rascon, Brian Thacker. Thanks for joining
us.

I appreciate the Dunham family who
have joined us and will soon join me on
this platform to receive the honor on behalf
of their son: Dan and Deb Dunham; Justin
Dunham and Kyle Dunham, brothers;
Katie Dunham, sister; and a lot of other
family members who have joined us today.

I appreciate the Chaplain for the Navy—
excuse me, for the Marine Corps. I didn’t
mean to insult you. [Laughter]

I thank Major Trent Gibson—he was
Jason Dunham’s commander—company
commander; First Lieutenant Brian Robin-
son, who was his platoon commander. I
welcome all the marines from “Kilo-3-7.”
Thanks for coming, and thanks for serving.

Long before he earned our Nation’s
highest medal, Jason Dunham made him-
self—made a name for himself among his
friends and neighbors. He was born in a
small town in upstate New York. He was
a normal kind of fellow. He loved sports.
He went to Scio Central School, and he
starred on the Tiger basketball, soccer, and
baseball teams. And by the way, he still
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