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name was a synonym for integrity: Gerald 
R. Ford. And 8 months later, when he was 
elevated to the Presidency, it was because 
America needed him, not because he need-
ed the office. 

President Ford assumed office at a ter-
rible time in our Nation’s history. At home, 
America was divided by political turmoil 
and wracked by inflation. In Southeast Asia, 
Saigon fell just 9 months into his Presi-
dency. Amid all the turmoil, Gerald Ford 
was a rock of stability. And when he put 
his hand on his family Bible to take the 
Presidential oath of office, he brought grace 
to a moment of great doubt. 

In a short time, the gentleman from 
Grand Rapids proved that behind the affa-
bility was firm resolve. When a U.S. ship 
called the Mayaguez was seized by Cam-
bodia, President Ford made the tough deci-
sion to send in the Marines, and all the 
crew members were rescued. He was criti-
cized for signing the Helsinki accords, yet 
history has shown that document helped 
bring down the Soviet Union, as coura-
geous men and women behind the Iron 
Curtain used it to demand their God-given 
liberties. Twice, assassins attempted to take 
the life of this good and decent man, yet 
he refused to curtail his public appear-
ances. And when he thought that the Na-
tion needed to put Watergate behind us, 
he made the tough and decent decision 
to pardon President Nixon, even though 
that decision probably cost him the Presi-
dential election. 

Gerald Ford assumed the Presidency 
when the Nation needed a leader of char-
acter and humility, and we found it in the 
man from Grand Rapids. President Ford’s 
time in office was brief, but history will 
long remember the courage and common 
sense that helped restore trust in the work-
ings of our democracy. 

Laura and I had the honor of hosting 
the Ford family for Gerald Ford’s 90th 
birthday. It’s one of the highlights of our 
time in the White House. I will always 
cherish the memory of the last time I saw 
him this past year in California. He was 
still smiling, still counting himself lucky to 
have Betty at his side, and still displaying 
the optimism and generosity that made him 
one of America’s most beloved leaders. 

And so, on behalf of a grateful nation, 
we bid farewell to our 38th President. We 
thank the Almighty for Gerald Ford’s life, 
and we ask for God’s blessings on Gerald 
Ford and his family. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. at 
the National Cathedral. The proclamation of 
December 27, 2006, titled Announcing the 
Death of Gerald R. Ford, was published in 
the Federal Register at 72 FR 421. The proc-
lamation of December 28, 2006, titled Na-
tional Day of Mourning for Gerald R. Ford, 
was published in the Federal Register at 72 
FR 423. The Executive order of December 
28, 2006, titled Providing for the Closing of 
Government Departments and Agencies on 
January 2, 2007, was published in the Federal 
Register at 72 FR 425. 

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting 
January 3, 2007 

Thank you all. We just finished our first 
Cabinet meeting of 2007. I want to thank 
my Cabinet officers for joining me here. 
We discussed our priorities for the next 
2 years and how we plan to achieve them. 

The Congress has changed; our obligations 
to the country haven’t changed. 

Tomorrow Members of the 110th Con-
gress will take their oaths of office, and 
I congratulate them. I welcome their arrival 
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into town. I’m looking forward to working 
with them and so are members of my Cabi-
net. We’ve all been entrusted with public 
office at a momentous time in our Nation’s 
history, and together we have important 
things to do. It’s time to set aside politics 
and focus on the future. 

I’ve been encouraged by the productive 
meetings that I’ve had with many of the 
new leaders of Congress, people from both 
parties. I want to thank them for coming 
down to the White House and talking to 
me about their ambitions and their goals 
for our country. I’m hopeful that Repub-
licans and Democrats can find common 
ground to serve our folks, to do our jobs, 
to be constructive for our country. 

One area where we must work together 
is that we’ve got to make sure we spend 
the people’s money wisely. Over the past 
few years, progrowth economic policies 
have generated higher revenues. Together 
with spending restraint, these policies al-
lowed us to meet our goal of cutting the 
budget deficit in half 3 years ahead of 
schedule. We did so without taxing the 
working people. We kept taxes low. 

It’s now time to take the next step. Next 
month I will submit a 5-year budget pro-
posal that will balance the Federal budget 
by 2012. This budget will restrain spending 
while setting priorities. It will address the 
most urgent needs of our Nation, in par-
ticular the need to protect ourselves from 
radicals and terrorists, the need to win the 
war on terror, the need to maintain a 
strong national defense, and the need to 
keep this economy growing by making tax 
relief permanent. 

By balancing the budget through 
progrowth economic policies and spending 
restraint, we are better positioned to tackle 
longer term fiscal challenges facing our 
country, namely the entitlement programs. 
These programs need to be reformed for 
the sake of younger Americans. We need 
to reform Social Security and Medicare and 
Medicaid so future generations of Ameri-

cans can benefit from these vital programs 
without bankrupting our country. 

Another area where we can work to-
gether is to reform the earmark process. 
One important message we all should take 
from the elections is that people want to 
end the secretive process by which Wash-
ington insiders are able to get billions of 
dollars directed to projects, many of them 
porkbarrel projects, that have never been 
reviewed or voted on by the Congress. 

Some of the earmarks are not even in-
cluded in the legislation. They are stuffed 
into committee reports that have never 
been passed and are never signed into law. 
Earmarks often divert precious funds from 
vital priorities like national defense, and 
each year they cost the taxpayers billions 
of dollars. 

I appreciate the fact that Senator Byrd 
and Congressman Obey, the Democrats 
who will lead the appropriations process in 
the new Congress, heard the same message. 
For this year’s budget, they pledged to 
maintain current levels of spending without 
additional earmarks. They agreed to a tem-
porary moratorium on all earmarks. And 
this is a good start, and I appreciate their 
position. I also appreciate the fact that 
House Republicans last fall passed strong 
earmark reform ideas—put forth earmark 
reform ideas. And I appreciate their hard 
work, but we need to do more. 

Here’s my own view to end the ‘‘dead 
of the night’’ process: Congress needs to 
adopt real reform that requires full disclo-
sure of the sponsors, the costs, the recipi-
ents, and the justifications for every ear-
mark. Congress needs to stop the practice 
of concealing earmarks in so-called report 
language, and Congress needs to cut the 
number and cost of earmarks next year by 
at least half. 

To help rein in wasteful spending and 
restore fiscal discipline in Washington, I 
call on Congress to give the President the 
tool that 43 Governors have, a line-item 
veto. 
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These are just a few of the issues that 
we’re going to need to work on in the 
year ahead. This new year brings new op-
portunities for progress, and I’m looking 
forward to working with the new Congress. 

Thank you for your time. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:19 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 

The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Angela Merkel of 
Germany 
January 4, 2007 

President Bush. Madam Chancellor, 
thank you. Welcome back to Washington. 
It’s good to welcome you here to the White 
House. And Laura and I are looking for-
ward to feeding you dinner. I’m not so 
sure it’s going to be as good a dinner as 
the barbeque you fed us—[laughter]—but 
we’ll try. 

This new year marks the beginning of 
Germany’s Presidency of both the EU and 
the G–8. And we just had a wide-ranging 
discussion about a lot of issues. We talked 
about the Chancellor’s ambitious agenda for 
both those leadership roles. We discussed 
how we can continue to work together to 
promote prosperity and security and peace. 

We spent time talking about Afghanistan, 
and I appreciate very much, Madam Chan-
cellor, your support for the people of Af-
ghanistan. You take your NATO commit-
ments seriously. We’re proud to serve 
alongside such a strong ally. 

We talked about Iran, and I thanked 
Chancellor Merkel’s strong support for a 
Chapter VII Iranian—Chapter VII United 
Nations Security Council resolution on 
Iran. It was an important message to send 
Iran, that the free world wants there to 
be a peaceful future. And we don’t see 
a peaceful future with the Iranians devel-
oping a nuclear weapon. And so I want 
to thank you for your leadership, Madam 
Chancellor. We’re going to continue to 
work together on the Iranian issue. It’s im-
portant for us to follow through in order— 

on this Chapter VII resolution in order to 
solve this issue peacefully. 

We talked about the Israeli-Palestinian 
issue. And Madam Chancellor had a good 
idea to convene the Quartet, which I 
agreed to. I think the Quartet ought to 
meet at an appropriate time. Condoleezza 
Rice will be going to the Middle East here 
shortly. She’ll come back to report to not 
only me but also to the Chancellor, about 
how we can move the process forward. 
We’re committed—strongly committed to a 
two-state solution with Israel and Palestine 
living side by side in peace, two democ-
racies supporting each other’s rights to 
exist. I’m optimistic that we can achieve 
that objective. I’m looking forward to work-
ing with the Chancellor to do so. 

We talked about Lebanon. And one thing 
is for certain, this administration—and I’m 
confident Chancellor Merkel as well—will 
support the Siniora Government. Isn’t it 
amazing that young democracies are con-
stantly attacked by radicals and extremists, 
and Lebanon is such an example. And I 
believe those of us who are fortunate 
enough to live in free societies have an 
obligation to support democracies like that 
of Lebanon. 

We talked about Darfur. I appreciate 
very much Chancellor Merkel’s deep con-
cern for the suffering that goes on in 
Darfur. You may realize that my adminis-
tration has called the suffering there a 
genocide. We take the issue very seriously. 
We expect the Bashir Government to make 
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