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Remarks Following a Meeting With President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of 
Liberia 
February 14, 2007 

President Bush. Madam President, thanks 
for coming. This is the second Oval Office 
visit I’ve had with the first democratically 
elected woman President from Africa. Now, 
the first time we met you were wondering 
whether or not it was possible to achieve 
your dreams, and you asked for our help. 
I was impressed by your spirit at the last 
meeting. 

This meeting, there is no doubt in your 
mind that you can achieve your dreams. 
And I am impressed by your confidence 
but, more importantly, your deep concern 
for the people of Liberia. And so I pledge 
our ongoing help to you and your Govern-
ment. I thank you very much for setting 
such a good example for not only the peo-
ple of Liberia but for the people around 
the world, that new democracies have got 
the capability of doing the hard work nec-
essary to rout out corruption, to improve 
the lives of the citizens with infrastructure 
projects that matter. And we want to help 
you; we really do. 

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and 
the President worked out a agreement that 
I hope other nations follow, and that is, 
we effected debt relief for Liberia. And 
I call upon other nations that have got debt 
with this vital country to follow our lead 
and to give this country a chance to suc-
ceed. 

Secondly, today we’re announcing an ini-
tiative where the Treasury Department is 
providing monies so that the IMF and 
other international bank—lending institu-
tions will be able to have the confidence 
in going forward to help relieve obligations 
of Liberia. And the reason this is important 
is, you want to give this young country a 
chance to succeed by eliminating some of 
the interest obligations and burdens so that 
there is room to grow. 

And so, Madam President, I love your 
spirit. We spent a lot of time talking about 
education. If anybody who understands the 
importance of education, it’s the President. 
She understands that her country has got 
vast potential; it’s got resources, but the 
biggest potential of all is the people. And 
we want to help you. Really glad you came 
back. I’m thrilled to call you friend. 

President Johnson Sirleaf. Mr. President, 
I’m just so pleased for this extraordinary 
opportunity to meet you a second time in 
1 year. We came back this time to report 
on progress, to tell you in this first year 
of our administration, with the strong sup-
port of your Government—led by yourself, 
personally—we’ve been able to set our 
goals. We’ve identified the four areas in 
which we want to concentrate our effort, 
and that’s peace and security, economic re-
vitalization, governance and the rule of law, 
and infrastructure. 

And under each of these areas we’ve 
achieved important first steps. We’ve set 
the country on the way to recovery, and 
now we’re back here to tell you that we’re 
about to embark on the next phase. And 
the next phase is to do even more: get 
our kids back in school, to create jobs for 
our people, to open up our economy, re-
start our mines and our forestry sector and 
our agriculture, get our refugees and our 
displaced persons back into their villages 
and in their communities, on their farms, 
producing for self-sufficiency. 

All of those things are beginning to hap-
pen. Our kids are back in school; our en-
rollment has increased by 40 percent. And 
now, as he told you, we just need to get 
this debt off our backs. And that’s the last 
thing you’ve done for us. And Secretary 
Rice was just exceptional in taking the lead-
ership yesterday in our forum. And once 
she did that, others are beginning to follow. 
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And you’ve just made a great call to all 
of them to tell them to follow. And we 
think it’s going to happen. If we get the 
3.7 external billion debt off us, we can then 
access resources; we can expand the 
progress we’ve made; we can accelerate the 
implementation of all of our programs. 

And so we’re just so pleased about that. 
We thank you for what is being done in 
the security sector reform, the training of 
our new army, the professionalization of 
our police force. All of that will enable 
us to consolidate the peace and then really 
begin to deliver to the Liberian people. 
We’re fighting corruption; we’re starting to 
put people in court; we’ve created a code 
of conduct for public officials, 
anticorruption policy and strategy. 

All of these things would not have hap-
pened, Mr. President, if we didn’t have 
your strong support and the support of your 
colleagues in the Government and also on 

the Hill. We’re thankful that we enjoy bi-
partisan support on the Hill. And we’re 
meeting a lot of them in these 2 days. 
And they’ve just been there for us and giv-
ing you the support that you need from 
there to enable you to continue to support 
us. 

We want you to know: Liberian people 
are very thankful; Liberian people are re-
solved never to go to war again. They want 
the simple things in life: send their children 
to schools, have jobs, be able to give their 
families a square meal at the end of the 
day, be able to get around. And we want 
you to know that those things are hap-
pening. We thank you for how—what you 
have done to put us on this path. 

President Bush. Thank you, Madam 
President. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:18 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 

Statement on the Second Anniversary of the Death of Prime Minister 
Rafiq Hariri of Lebanon 
February 14, 2007 

On the second anniversary of the assas-
sination of former Prime Minister Rafiq 
Hariri, the United States reaffirms its sup-
port for a free and democratic Lebanon 
that is able to chart its own course. The 
United States joins the Lebanese people 
in demanding the truth behind Prime Min-
ister Hariri’s murder and calling for the 
establishment of a special tribunal for Leb-
anon to bring to justice those who mur-
dered Rafiq Hariri and others who stood 
for Lebanese sovereignty and independ-
ence. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
victims of yesterday’s bus bombings outside 

Beirut. The evil perpetrators of these at-
tacks will not silence the Lebanese people’s 
demands for justice and democracy in an 
independent Lebanon. 

The Lebanese people’s greatest tribute 
to Rafiq Hariri, Minister Basil Fuleihan, 
and others who gave their lives for a free 
Lebanon would be to come together across 
sectarian divides to build the free, stable, 
and prosperous Lebanon that Prime Min-
ister Rafiq Hariri dedicated his life to cre-
ate. 
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