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his promises. I enjoyed working with him 
and valued our close friendship. 

After becoming ill, Charlie demonstrated 
his extraordinary strength by continuing to 

serve our Nation with the same dedication. 
He was a good man and a true patriot. 

Laura and I send our prayers to Charlie’s 
wife Gloria and his children and grand-
children. 

Statement on the Six-Party Talks 
February 13, 2007 

I am pleased with the agreements 
reached today at the six-party talks in Bei-
jing. These talks represent the best oppor-
tunity to use diplomacy to address North 
Korea’s nuclear programs. They reflect the 
common commitment of the participants to 
a Korean Peninsula that is free of nuclear 
weapons. 

In September 2005, our nations agreed 
on a joint statement that charted the way 
forward toward achieving a nuclear-weap-
ons-free peninsula. Today’s announcement 
represents the first step toward imple-
menting that agreement. 

Under the agreements reached today, 
North Korea has committed to take several 
specific actions within the next 60 days. 
Among other things, North Korea has 
agreed to shut down and seal all operations 

at the primary nuclear facilities it has used 
to produce weapons-grade plutonium, and 
has agreed to allow international inspectors 
to verify and monitor this process. In addi-
tion to those immediate actions, North 
Korea has also committed to disclose all 
its nuclear programs and disable its existing 
nuclear facilities, as an initial step toward 
abandoning all of those programs and facili-
ties under international supervision. 

The other parties have agreed to cooper-
ate in economic, humanitarian, and energy 
assistance to North Korea. Such assistance 
will be provided as the North carries out 
its commitments to disable its nuclear fa-
cilities. 

I commend Secretary Rice, Ambassador 
Hill, and our negotiating team in Beijing 
for their hard work. 

The President’s News Conference 
February 14, 2007 

The President. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Thanks for coming in on an icy 
day. I have just finished a conversation with 
General David Petraeus. He gave me his 
first briefing from Iraq. He talked about 
the Baghdad security plan. It’s the plan that 
I described to the Nation last January, and 
it’s a plan that’s beginning to take shape. 
General Petraeus and General Odierno 
talked about how the fact that the Iraqi 
Government is following through on its 
commitment to deploy three additional 

army brigades, Iraqi Army brigades in the 
capital. We talked about where those troops 
are being deployed, the position of U.S. 
troops with them, as well as the ‘‘embeds’’ 
with the Iraqi troops. And we talked about 
the plan. 

He also talked about the new Iraqi com-
mander. The commander who Prime Min-
ister Maliki picked to operate the Baghdad 
security plan is in place. They’re setting 
up a headquarters, and they’re in the proc-
ess of being in a position to be able to 
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