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And this initiative which you have 
launched is not partisan, it is American. 
This is something that all of America can 
rally around, and I think this will be the 
reaffirmation of the parks being one of the 
greatest gifts to the American family. 

Chas Cartwright, would you make a few 
comments, please, about the new perspec-
tive? 
[Mr. Cartwright made brief remarks, con-
cluding as follows.] 

Mr. Cartwright. So I just wanted to say, 
it’s great having everybody here today. And 
thanks to the employees of Shenandoah 
National Park for doing such a great job. 

The President. Particularly the guy who 
cleared the road. [Laughter] Listen, we 
want to thank you for your contributions 
here. We’ll hear from the other members 
here in a second. I do want to say some-

thing to follow up on this, and Congress 
needs to hear loud and clear how important 
this initiative is. And I fully hope the citi-
zens groups who are concerned about the 
parks beat a hasty trail to the Congress 
and remind the Congress about what we 
have done and what we need to do as 
good stewards of the parks. 

Anyway, thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:59 a.m. in 
the Harry F. Byrd, Sr., Visitor Center at 
Shenandoah National Park. Secretary Kemp-
thorne referred to Gene Sykes, director and 
chairman of the board of trustees, National 
Parks Conservation Association. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of the First 
Lady and National Park Service Director 
Bomar. 

Remarks in Shenandoah National Park in Luray 
February 7, 2007 

Laura and I and the Secretary really ap-
preciate the good folks here at Shenandoah 
National Park for their hospitality and their 
hard work in making this beautiful part of 
our country accessible to citizens. 

Today I had the honor of spending time 
talking to a group of concerned citizens 
about our National Park System. We’ve got 
about 80 million acres in our Park System. 
There’s millions and millions of visits a year 
by our citizens to take advantage of and 
participate in the special beauty of our 
parks. All you got to do is look out here. 

We spent time talking about our under-
standing that these parks are national treas-
ures, that they are fantastic places in which 
to learn things and to get exercise, that 
our parks are a way to teach our fellow 
citizens about the history of the country. 
After all, Laura and I live in the White 
House, which is managed by the National 

Park System. Our parks are important, and 
the people who work in the parks are im-
portant. 

I asked Dirk Kempthorne to join my ad-
ministration because I know that he is com-
mitted to the National Park System. He’s 
a man from the West who has been able 
to enjoy the beauty of the parks in his 
own home State of Idaho. 

One of the things we talked about is 
how we can make sure the commitment 
that we all think is necessary to our Park 
System is really honored in the appropria-
tions requests that we make to Congress. 

Our parks will have its 100th anniversary 
in 2016. And we felt like a vital goal for 
this country would be to prepare those 
parks, to guard the parks, to conserve the 
parks, to make the parks relevant to the 
American people in honor of the 100th an-
niversary. And so Dirk and I and others 
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in this administration have come up with 
what we call the National Parks Centennial 
Initiative. It’s a bold program that calls 
upon the Government to do its part, as 
well as our citizens, to become invested 
in a campaign to really enhance the parks. 

The funding starts with a billion-dollar 
request over the next 10 years that I’ve 
sent up to Congress. It’s really to enhance 
the operating missions of our parks. I’m 
looking forward to working with both Re-
publicans and Democrats to get this initia-
tive passed. I think if any Member of Con-
gress were to ask a Park Service employee 
or those who know a lot about the parks, 
our fellow citizens who give of their time 
to make sure our parks are vital, they will 
find out that this request is a really impor-
tant request. 

Secondly, we’re issuing what’s called the 
President’s Challenge, and that is to—we’re 
asking the private sector to donate up to 
a billion dollars over the next 10 years to 
help this Park System be vital and strong, 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of our 
Park System. And as they—fellow citizens 
contribute, whether it be through founda-
tion, corporation, or individually, the Fed-
eral Government will match those contribu-
tions. In other words, this is a collaboration 
of the Federal Government and individual 
programs. 

I’ve asked Dirk, after today, to go around 
the country and to learn from our fellow 
citizens and learn from the park rangers 
and learn from the foundations that care 
about our Park System how best to spend 
this money, how best to honor the centen-
nial that we’ll be celebrating in 2016. In 
other words, we really do want individuals 
to feel that they own a piece of this strat-
egy. After all, the parks do belong to the 
people. 

We believe that we’ve got a fantastic 
chance to enhance habitats in the Park Sys-
tem. Laura, for example, really cares about 
the bird population of the country, and the 
Park System has a fantastic—as do I, by 
the way, not as much as you do. [Laughter] 

But it’s a chance to make sure our Park 
System enhances bird migratory patterns, 
for example. 

We want to spend time making sure that 
we enhance educational opportunities in 
our Park System through new technologies. 
The iPod is hip amongst some of the 
younger citizens here in the country, peo-
ple we want to encourage to come to the 
parks, so we need to make sure that we 
can combine that technology with edu-
cational opportunities, as somebody goes 
walking through our parks. We want to talk 
about—and we will continue to talk about 
expanding park accessibility through a jun-
ior ranger program that Laura has been 
very much involved with. 

We’re going to hire 3,000 seasonal park 
rangers, and that’s going to make the job 
of the folks who, for example, run the 
Shenandoah Park much easier, and more 
importantly, make the customer service— 
in other words, the citizen service—richer 
for somebody who comes and uses our 
parks. 

We want to upgrade our facilities and 
historic buildings. We’re going to add 
and—ask people in their different Park Sys-
tems to become recruiters of volunteers so 
that more and more people get involved 
with this fantastic national resource of ours. 

So, Mr. Secretary, I want to thank you 
very much for the hard work you’ve done 
leading up to the budget proposal we’ve 
made. I want to thank you in advance for 
the hard work you’re going to do, to travel 
our country to get input from our fellow 
citizens. And I thank all the people in our 
country who care about our Park System 
for your direct involvement and your sin-
cere concerns about making sure the Park 
System is modern and restored and reha-
bilitated. 

I urge our fellow citizens to use the 
parks. I urge you to bring your families 
to the parks. I think you’ll find that the 
people who work in our Park System are 
genuinely decent, kind people who want 
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you to enjoy the great beauty of the Na-
tional Park System. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. in 
the Harry F. Byrd, Sr., Visitor Center. 

Remarks Following a Briefing at the Department of Homeland Security 
February 8, 2007 

Mr. Secretary, thank you very much for 
the hospitality. I appreciate you inviting me 
over to hear what has been a substantive 
briefing by your different operating entities. 

First of all, I’m very proud of the hard 
work of the men and women of the Home-
land Security Department. This vital De-
partment is actively engaged in the war on 
terror. We are still a nation at risk. Part 
of our strategy, of course, is to stay on 
the offense against terrorists who would do 
us harm. In other words, it is important 
to defeat them overseas so we never have 
to face them here. Nevertheless, we recog-
nize that we’ve got to be fully prepared 
here at the homeland. 

Part of that preparation requires a robust 
budget. And we submitted the budget; you 
testified on the budget. It’s about an 8- 
percent increase in the budgets of the 
Homeland Security Department. 

This Department works to secure our 
borders. And I appreciate very much, 
Ralph, you and your department’s hard 
work of doing a difficult job, and that is 
doing what the American people expect, 
and that is to have secure borders. But 
we’re making good progress. We’re mod-
ernizing a border that needed to be mod-
ernized, whether it be through fencing or 
the different types of high-tech invest-
ments. 

I firmly believe that in order for your 
Border Patrol agents to be able to do their 
job, we need a guest-worker program, so 
that people don’t have to sneak in our 
country, and, therefore, we can really en-
able your good folks to be able to focus 
on terrorism, drug runners, gun runners. 

I appreciate so very much the fact that 
we’ve got a wise strategy to effect the secu-
rity of our ports, cargo. We’ve got a lot 
of good people working hard overseas. In 
other words, we’re inspecting cargo before 
it leaves a port—a foreign port—so that 
the first line of defense is away from our 
shores or away from our ports. And we’ve 
got a lot of good people working hard to 
achieve that. 

I appreciate so very much the effort of 
TSA. You’ve got a hard job. It’s a job that 
really was a response to 9/11, and that is, 
we don’t want people getting on our air-
planes that will terrorize our fellow citizens 
again. And I fully recognize that there are 
thousands of hard-working people that are 
trying to do their best to, on the one hand, 
accommodate our fellow citizens as they 
travel; on the other hand, protect our coun-
try from attack. 

We also talked about the need to have 
effective response if there is a emergency, 
if there is a catastrophe. And one agency 
that has been under fire and that needed 
to be reorganized was FEMA, and I asked 
David Paulison to do just that. We took 
the lessons learned from Katrina and ap-
plied it to this vital Agency. And this Agen-
cy was recently tested through the torna-
does there in central Florida. And I want 
to thank you, Dave, and your team for a 
quick response to help the poor citizens 
who were affected by that natural disaster. 

The Department of Homeland Security 
was initially melded together by organiza-
tions that tended to be stovepiped, inde-
pendently run organizations that we felt 
needed to be brought under the central 
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