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The executive branch shall also construe 
provisions of the Act that refer to submis-
sion of requests to the Congress for re-
programming or transfer of funds, or to 
obtaining congressional committee ap-
proval, such as sections 708(c)(6) and 
709(b)(2) of the 1998 Act, as enacted by 
sections 401 and 501 of the Act, as requir-
ing only notification. Any other construction 
of these provisions would be inconsistent 
with the constitutional principles enun-
ciated by the Supreme Court of the United 
States in INS v. Chadha. 

The executive branch shall construe pro-
visions of the Act that purport to authorize 
or require executive branch officials to sub-
mit legislative recommendations to the 
Congress in a manner consistent with the 
constitutional authority of the President to 
supervise the unitary executive branch and 
to recommend for congressional consider-
ation such measures as the President shall 
judge necessary and expedient. Such provi-
sions include section 711(a)(4) of the 1998 
Act as enacted by section 103(f) of the Act 
and sections 1103(2)(D) and 1110(c) of the 
Act. 

The executive branch shall construe pro-
visions of the Act that concern the making 
of reports or the submission of classified 
national security information to the Con-
gress in a manner consistent with the con-
stitutional authority of the President to su-
pervise the unitary executive branch and 

to withhold information the disclosure of 
which could impair foreign relations, the 
national security, the deliberative processes 
of the Executive, or the performance of 
the Executive’s constitutional duties. Such 
provisions include sections 704(c)(2)(A), 
706, 711(a)(4), and 711(b)(4) of the 1998 
Act, as enacted by sections 103(f), 105(b), 
and 201 of the Act, and sections 1104, 
1109, and 1110 of the Act. 

The executive branch shall construe pro-
visions of the Act, including sections 
704(c)(1)(C) and 704(c)(3)(C) of the 1998 
Act, as enacted by section 105 of the Act, 
that purport to regulate the content of ex-
ecutive agency budget submissions to an 
officer within the executive branch in the 
development of the President’s annual 
budget submission, in a manner consistent 
with the constitutional authority of the 
President to require the written opinions 
of the principal officers of the executive 
departments and to supervise the unitary 
executive branch. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
December 29, 2006. 

NOTE: H.R. 6344, approved December 29, 
was assigned Public Law No. 109–469. An 
original was not available for verification of 
the content of this statement. 

Message on the Observance of Eid al-Adha 
December 29, 2006 

I send holiday greetings to all Muslims 
gathered to celebrate Eid al-Adha. 

For Muslims in America and around the 
world, Eid al-Adha is an important occasion 
to give thanks for their blessings and to 
remember Abraham’s trust in a loving God. 
During the four days of this special observ-
ance, Muslims honor Abraham’s example of 

sacrifice and devotion to God by cele-
brating with friends and family, exchanging 
gifts and greetings, and engaging in worship 
through sacrifice and charity. 

America is a more hopeful Nation be-
cause of the talents, generosity, and com-
passion of our Muslim citizens. This holiday 
reminds us of the values that so many of 
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our citizens hold in common, including love 
of family, gratitude to God, the importance 
of community, and a commitment to re-
spect, diversity, tolerance, and religious 
freedom. 

Laura and I offer our best wishes for 
a memorable holiday. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 30, 2006 

Good morning. This week, as Americans 
prepare to welcome a new year, we do 
so with heavy hearts and fond memories 
of our 38th President, Gerald R. Ford. We 
mourn the passing of a courageous leader, 
a true gentleman, and a loving father and 
husband. On behalf of all Americans, Laura 
and I send our prayers and condolences 
to Mrs. Ford and the entire Ford family. 

Gerald Ford was a great man who de-
voted the best years of his long life to pub-
lic service. He fought for his country during 
World War II. After returning home, he 
won the first of 13 elections to the United 
States Congress. The people of Michigan 
admired his dedication and decency, and 
so did his fellow Members of Congress. 
Gerald Ford rose to become a leader of 
his party, and he earned the respect and 
good will of all who had the privilege of 
knowing him. 

Gerald Ford always believed in the im-
portance of answering the call to duty, and 
he was there for the Nation when we need-
ed him most. In December 1973, he ac-
cepted the responsibilities of the Vice Pres-
idency. And the following August, he be-
came President of the United States with-
out ever seeking the office. Providence gave 
us Gerald Ford’s steady hand and calm 
leadership during a time of great division 
and turmoil. He guided America through 
a crisis of confidence and helped our Na-
tion mend its wounds by restoring faith in 
our system of government. 

In his 21⁄2 years as President, Gerald 
Ford distinguished himself as a man of in-
tegrity and selfless dedication. He always 
put the needs of his country before his 
own and did what he thought was right, 
even when those decisions were unpopular. 
Only years later would Americans come to 
fully appreciate the foresight and wisdom 
of this good man. 

In recent years, Americans have honored 
Gerald Ford with the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, the Congressional Gold 
Medal, and the John F. Kennedy Profile 
in Courage Award. 

Through it all, Gerald Ford stayed true 
to the values that first led him to a life 
of public service, and he helped share that 
spirit with a future generation of leaders. 
He served as a mentor for Vice President 
Dick Cheney, former Secretary of Defense 
Don Rumsfeld, former Chairman of the 
Federal Reserve Alan Greenspan, and many 
others. He brought out the best in those 
around him and in our whole Nation. 

To the end, Gerald Ford never lost the 
spirit that Americans grew to admire so 
much. This spring, I visited President and 
Mrs. Ford at their home in Rancho Mirage, 
California. At age 92 and battling health 
problems, he was still telling jokes and dis-
playing the optimism that helped guide our 
Nation through some of its darkest hours. 

Now America will stand with the mem-
bers of the Ford family in the difficult 
hours and days ahead. Across the country, 
there has been an outpouring of grief and 
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