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People always ask me about a New Year’s
resolution; my resolution is, is that theyll
be safe and that we’ll come closer to our
objective, that well be able to help this
young democracy survive and thrive, and
therefore, we’ll be writing a chapter of
peace. I can’t thank our families enough
for supporting their loved one who wears
the uniform, and I can’t thank those who—

soldiers and sailors and airmen and Coast

Guard men and women, folks in the Air

Force—who represent the United States of

America. May God continue to bless them.
Thank you all very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:59 a.m. at
the Bush Ranch. In his remarks, he referred
to Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates.

Statement on the Death of Former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq

December 29, 2006

Today Saddam Hussein was executed
after receiving a fair trial, the kind of jus-
tice he denied the victims of his brutal
regime.

Fair trials were unimaginable under Sad-
dam Hussein’s tyrannical rule. It is a testa-
ment to the Iraqi people’s resolve to move
forward after decades of oppression that,
despite his terrible crimes against his own
people, Saddam Hussein received a fair
trial. This would not have been possible
without the Iraqi people’s determination to
create a society governed by the rule of
law.

Saddam Hussein’s execution comes at the
end of a difficult year for the Iraqgi people
and for our troops. Bringing Saddam Hus-

sein to justice will not end the violence
in Iraq, but it is an important milestone
on Iraq’s course to becoming a democracy
that can govern, sustain, and defend itself
and be an ally in the war on terror.

We are reminded today of how far the
Iraqi people have come since the end of
Saddam Hussein’s rule and that the
progress they have made would not have
been possible without the continued service
and sacrifice of our men and women in
uniform.

Many difficult choices and further sac-
rifices lie ahead. Yet the safety and security
of the American people require that we
not relent in ensuring that Iraq’s young de-
mocracy continues to progress.

Statement on Signing the Office of National Drug Control Policy

Reauthorization Act of 2006
December 29, 2006

Today I have signed into law H.R. 6344,
the “Office of National Drug Control Policy
Reauthorization Act of 2006~ (the “Act”).
The Act amends the Office of National
Drug Control Policy Reauthorization Act of
1998 (Title VII in Division C of Public
Law 105-277) (the “1998 Act”) and adjusts
the authorities and duties of the Director
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of the Office of National Drug Control Pol-
icy.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 704(f)(5) of the 1998 Act, as amended
by section 103(e) of the Act, which pro-
hibits taking certain action if it is contrary
to the expressed intent of the Congress,
as referring to action contrary to a law.
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The executive branch shall also construe
provisions of the Act that refer to submis-
sion of requests to the Congress for re-
programming or transfer of funds, or to
obtaining  congressional committee ap-
proval, such as sections 708(c)(6) and
709(b)(2) of the 1998 Act, as enacted by
sections 401 and 501 of the Act, as requir-
ing only notification. Any other construction
of these provisions would be inconsistent
with the constitutional principles enun-
ciated by the Supreme Court of the United
States in INS v. Chadha.

The executive branch shall construe pro-
visions of the Act that purport to authorize
or require executive branch officials to sub-
mit legislative recommendations to the
Congress in a manner consistent with the
constitutional authority of the President to
supervise the unitary executive branch and
to recommend for congressional consider-
ation such measures as the President shall
judge necessary and expedient. Such provi-
sions include section 711(a)(4) of the 1998
Act as enacted by section 103(f) of the Act
and sections 1103(2)(D) and 1110(c) of the
Act.

The executive branch shall construe pro-
visions of the Act that concern the making
of reports or the submission of classified
national security information to the Con-
gress in a manner consistent with the con-
stitutional authority of the President to su-
pervise the unitary executive branch and

to withhold information the disclosure of
which could impair foreign relations, the
national security, the deliberative processes
of the Executive, or the performance of
the Executive’s constitutional duties. Such
provisions include sections 704(c)(2)(A),
706, 711(a)(4), and 711(b)(4) of the 1998
Act, as enacted by sections 103(f), 105(b),
and 201 of the Act, and sections 1104,
1109, and 1110 of the Act.

The executive branch shall construe pro-
visions of the Act, including sections
704(c)(1)(C) and 704(c)(3)(C) of the 1998
Act, as enacted by section 105 of the Act,
that purport to regulate the content of ex-
ecutive agency budget submissions to an
officer within the executive branch in the
development of the President’s annual
budget submission, in a manner consistent
with the constitutional authority of the
President to require the written opinions
of the principal officers of the executive
departments and to supervise the unitary
executive branch.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
December 29, 2006.

NotEe: H.R. 6344, approved December 29,
was assigned Public Law No. 109-469. An
original was not available for verification of
the content of this statement.

Message on the Observance of Eid al-Adha

December 29, 2006

I send holiday greetings to all Muslims
gathered to celebrate Eid al-Adha.

For Muslims in America and around the
world, Eid al-Adha is an important occasion
to give thanks for their blessings and to
remember Abraham’s trust in a loving God.
During the four days of this special observ-
ance, Muslims honor Abraham’s example of

sacrifice and devotion to God by cele-
brating with friends and family, exchanging
gifts and greetings, and engaging in worship
through sacrifice and charity.

America is a more hopeful Nation be-
cause of the talents, generosity, and com-
passion of our Muslim citizens. This holiday
reminds us of the values that so many of
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