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Statement on Signing the Palestinian Anti-Terrorism Act of 2006

December 21, 2006

Today I have signed into law S. 2370,
the “Palestinian Anti-Terrorism Act of
2006.” The Act is designed to promote the
development of democratic institutions in
areas under the administrative control of
the Palestinian Authority.

Section 2 of the Act purports to establish
U.S. policy with respect to various inter-
national affairs matters. My approval of the
Act does not constitute my adoption of the
statements of policy as U.S. foreign policy.
Given the Constitution’s commitment to
the presidency of the authority to conduct
the Nation’s foreign affairs, the executive
branch shall construe such policy state-
ments as advisory. The executive branch
will give section 2 the due weight that com-
ity between the legislative and executive
branches should require, to the extent con-
sistent with U.S. foreign policy.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 3(b) of the Act, which relates to access
to certain information by a legislative agent,
and section 11 of the Act, which relates
to a report on certain assistance by foreign
countries, international organizations, or
multilateral development banks, in a man-
ner consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authority to withhold information that
could impair foreign relations, national se-
curity, the deliberative processes of the Ex-
ecutive, or the performance of the Execu-
tive’s constitutional duties.

Section 620K (e)(2)(A) and
620L(b)(4)(B)(i) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as enacted by sections 2(b)(2)
and 3(a) of the Act, purport to require the
President to consult with committees of the
Congress prior to exercising certain author-
ity granted to the President by sections
620K and 620L. Because the constitutional

authority of the President to supervise the
unitary executive branch and take care that
the laws be faithfully executed cannot be
made by law subject to a requirement to
consult with congressional committees or
to involve them in executive decision-
making, the executive branch shall construe
the references in the provisions to con-
sulting to require only notification.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 7 of the Act, which relates to estab-
lishing or maintaining certain facilities or
establishments within the jurisdiction of the
United States, in a manner consistent with
the President’s constitutional authority to
conduct the Nation’s foreign affairs, includ-
ing the authority to receive ambassadors
and other public ministers.

The executive branch shall construe as
advisory the provisions of the Act, including
section 9, that purport to direct or burden
the conduct of negotiations by the executive
branch with entities abroad. Such provi-
sions, if construed as mandatory rather than
advisory, would impermissibly interfere
with the President’s constitutional authori-
ties to conduct the Nation’s foreign affairs,
including protection of American citizens
and American military and other Govern-
ment personnel abroad, and to supervise
the unitary executive branch.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
December 21, 2006.

NoOTE: S. 2370, approved December 21, was
assigned Public Law No. 109-446. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the
content of this statement.
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Remarks Following a Visit With Wounded Troops at Walter Reed Army

Medical Center
December 22, 2006

Laura and I are honored to be here to
thank the folks working here at this service
project. What you’re seeing is some young
kids wrapping gifts for children whose fami-
lies are here in Washington, DC, as a result
of an injury that theyve received—that
their parent received in combat.

We've also just come from Walter Reed.
I got to tell you, it’s a remarkable experi-
ence to go through the hospital. It's re-
markable because of the unbelievable com-
passion and care of the people who work
at Walter Reed. And it’s also remarkable
to me, these men and women who have
volunteered to serve our country, who've
received terrible wounds, but whose spirits
are strong; their resolve is strong; and their
dedication to our country remains strong.

I want all our fellow citizens to under-
stand that were lucky to have men and
women who have volunteered to serve our

The President’s Radio Address
December 23, 2006

Good morning. As families across our
Nation gather to celebrate Christmas,
Laura and I send our best wishes for the
holidays. We hope that your Christmas will
be blessed with family and fellowship.

At this special time of year, we give
thanks for Christ’s message of love and
hope. Christmas reminds us that we have
a duty to others, and we see that sense
of duty fulfilled in the men and women
who wear our Nation’s uniform. America
is blessed to have fine citizens who volun-
teer to defend us in distant lands. For
many of them, this Christmas will be spent
far from home, and on Christmas our Na-
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country like those who wear our uniform.
We're lucky to have their families support
them so strongly. We owe them all we can
give them, not only for when theyre in
harm’s way, but when they come home,
to help them adjust if they have wounds
or help them adjust after their time in serv-
ice. We owe a huge debt of gratitude for
incredible men and women. And I—every
time I come to Walter Reed, I am moved
by the courage and bravery of the people
I meet.

And so on behalf of a grateful nation,
I want to thank our military families, thank
the folks here who are wrapping gifts for
the military families, and ask for God’s
blessings on our citizens.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m.

tion honors their sacrifice and thanks them
for all they do to defend our freedom.

At Christmas, we also recognize the sac-
rifice of our Nation’s military families. Stay-
ing behind when a family member goes
to war is a heavy burden, and it is particu-
larly hard during the holidays. To all our
military families listening today, Laura and
I thank you, and we ask the Almighty to
bestow His protection and care on your
loved ones as they protect our Nation.

This Christmas season comes at a time
of change here in our Nation’s Capital, with
a new Congress set to arrive, a review of
our Iraq strategy underway, and a new Sec-
retary of Defense taking office. If youre
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