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number of earmarks inserted into large
spending bills.

Republicans and Democrats alike have
an opportunity to demonstrate our commit-
ment to spending restraint and good gov-
ernment by making earmark reform a top
priority for the next Congress. When it
comes to spending your money, you expect
us to rise above party labels. By working
together to cut down on earmarks, we can
show the American people that we can be
fiscally responsible with their money and

that we can come together in Washington
to get results.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:40 a.m.
on December 15 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
December 16. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
December 15 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Message on the Observance of Kwanzaa 2006

December 8, 2006

I send greetings to those observing
Kwanzaa.

During the seven days of Kwanzaa lead-
ing up to the New Year, friends and family
come together in a spirit of love and joy
to honor their rich African heritage, reflect
on the Seven Principles, and give thanks
for the blessings of freedom and oppor-
tunity. Forty years after the first Kwanzaa,
this hopeful occasion remains an oppor-
tunity to build the bonds of family, commu-
nity, and culture and move ever closer to
the founding promise of liberty and justice
for all.

Our Nation is a better place because of
the contributions African Americans have

made to our strength and character over
the generations. As you gather to celebrate
your ancestry this Kwanzaa, 1 encourage
you to take pride in your many achieve-
ments and look to the future with con-
fidence in your abilities and faith in a
brighter tomorrow.

Laura and I send our best wishes for
a joyous Kwanzaa and a blessed New Year.

GEORGE W. BUsH

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 18.
An original was not available for verification
of the content of this message.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployments of United
States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces Around the World

December 15, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am providing this supplemental consoli-
dated report, prepared by my Administra-
tion and consistent with the War Powers
Resolution (Public Law 93-148), as part of
my efforts to keep the Congress informed

about deployments of U.S. combat-
equipped armed forces around the world.
This supplemental report covers operations
in support of the war on terror, Kosovo,
and Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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