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based management and tougher enforce-
ment. This landmark legislation also pro-
vides stronger tools to achieve progress 
internationally to ensure healthy fish stocks, 
promote better management, and halt de-
structive fishing practices based on sound 
science. 

Since my administration released the 
Ocean Action Plan in 2004, we have been 

making great strides in our efforts to make 
our oceans, coasts, and Great Lakes clean-
er, healthier, and more productive. Enact-
ment of this bill is one of the top priorities 
of the Ocean Action Plan and is another 
significant bipartisan environmental 
achievement. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 5946. 

Statement on Congressional Passage of United States-India Civil Nuclear 
Cooperation Legislation 
December 9, 2006 

Congress has agreed upon bipartisan leg-
islation that will strengthen the strategic re-
lationship between America and India and 
deliver valuable benefits to both nations. 
I am pleased that our two countries will 
soon have increased opportunities to work 
together to meet our energy needs in a 
manner that does not increase air pollution 
and greenhouse gas emissions, promotes 
clean development, supports nonprolifera-
tion, and advances our trade interests. 

I appreciate Congress’s support for the 
U.S.-India civil nuclear cooperation initia-
tive and would like to thank Chairman 
Hyde, Ranking Member Lantos, Chairman 
Lugar, and Ranking Member Biden for 
their leadership on this extraordinary legis-
lation. I look forward to signing this bill 
into law soon. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 5682. 

Statement on the Situation in Darfur, Sudan 
December 10, 2006 

I send my greetings to those participating 
in events around the world protesting the 
situation in Darfur. It is only fitting that 
we take the time today to remember the 
value of every human life and the right 
of every person in the world to live in 
peace with dignity and respect. 

Our Nation is appalled by the genocide 
in Darfur, which has led to the spread of 
fighting and hostility in the Republic of 
Chad and the Central African Republic. We 
call on the Government of the Republic 
of Sudan and the rebel groups to cease 
fighting and pursue peace. 

We continue to work on establishing a 
credible and effective peacekeeping force 
to stop the violence in Darfur. To this end, 
we are aggressively engaging all stake-
holders to implement U.N. Resolution 1706 
to transition the African Union Mission in 
Sudan to a strong international peace-
keeping operation. We are urgently seeking 
to broaden support for the Darfur Peace 
Agreement and pressuring all sides to im-
plement an immediate cease-fire. We will 
continue to work with the Congress, the 
United Nations, the African Union, and the 
international community to provide aid to 
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