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Another question, other people are ac-
cusing the United States of bringing ter-
rorism to Iraq, and the proof is that what’s 
going on in Iraq and what’s going on in 
Afghanistan. The proof is that. And the big-
gest loser is the Iraqi citizen. 

President Bush. It’s an interesting anal-
ysis: The biggest loser for a free society 
is the Iraqi citizen, when this society was 
just liberated from the grips of a brutal 
tyrant that killed thousands and thousands 
of the Iraqi citizens. 

What has been accomplished is the lib-
eration of a country from a tyrant who is 
now sitting in jail getting a trial that he 
was unwilling to give thousands of people 
he murdered himself or had murdered. 

Secondly, this country has a Constitution, 
which is one of the most modern constitu-
tions ever written in the Middle East. This 
is a government that had been elected by 
the people. No question, it’s tough. But 
the reason why terrorists are trying to stop 
the advance of freedom in Iraq is the very 
reason why we need to help them: Because 
they can’t stand democracies, and they want 
to impose a hateful vision on as much of 
the world as possible. They want safe haven 
from which to launch attacks again. A safe 
haven in Iraq, a country that has got a 
lot of resources, would be very dangerous 
for America. 

It didn’t take but 19 people who were 
trained in Afghanistan to get on airplanes 
and come and kill over 3,000 citizens in 
my country. Threats that gather overseas 
must be taken seriously if we want to pro-

tect ourselves. And the best way to protect 
ourselves is to hunt down the terrorists and 
to help young democracies survive. Free-
dom and liberty is the great alternative to 
the hateful vision of those who are willing 
to murder innocent lives to achieve their 
objective. 

And so you bet it’s worth it in Iraq, 
and necessary. And I was very proud and 
pleased to see 12 million Iraqis go to the 
polls, to be able to express their desires, 
their wishes, as they helped put a govern-
ment in place that this man now leads. 

Prime Minister Maliki. Thank you very 
much. 

President Bush. Good to see you. Thank 
you. 

Prime Minister Maliki. Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 9:43 a.m. at the Four Seasons Hotel 
Amman. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to King Abdullah II of Jordan; Iraqi 
Shiite cleric Muqtada Al Sadr; Gen. George 
W. Casey, Jr., USA, commanding general, 
Multi-National Force—Iraq; Prime Minister 
Fuad Siniora of Lebanon; President 
Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Author-
ity; Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel; 
and former President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. Prime Minister Maliki referred to 
Prime Minister Marouf al-Bakhit of Jordan. 
Prime Minister Maliki and some reporters 
spoke in Arabic, and their remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki of Iraq 
November 30, 2006 

We were pleased to continue our con-
sultations on building security and stability 
in Iraq. We are grateful to His Majesty 

King Abdullah II of Jordan for hosting 
these meetings here in Amman. 

Our discussions reviewed developments 
in Iraq, focusing on the security situation 
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and our common concern about sectarian 
violence targeting innocent Iraqis. In this 
regard, the Prime Minister affirms the com-
mitment of his government to advance ef-
forts toward national reconciliation and the 
need for all Iraqis and political forces in 
Iraq to work against armed elements re-
sponsible for violence and intimidation. The 
Prime Minister also affirms his determina-
tion with help from the United States and 
the international community to improve the 
efficiency of government operations, par-
ticularly in confronting corruption and 
strengthening the rule of law. 

We discussed the plague of terrorism in 
Iraq which is being fomented and fueled 
by Al Qaeda. The people of Iraq, like the 
people of the United States and the entire 
civilized world, must stand together to face 
this common threat. The Prime Minister 
affirmed that Iraq is a partner in the fight 
against Al Qaeda. We agreed that defeating 
Al Qaeda and the terrorists is vital to ensur-
ing the success of Iraq’s democracy. We 
discussed the means by which the United 
States will enhance Iraq’s capabilities to 
further isolate extremists and bring all who 
choose violence and terror to full justice 
under Iraqi law. 

We agreed in particular to take all nec-
essary measures to track down and bring 
to justice those responsible for the cowardly 
attacks last week in Sadr City. The Prime 

Minister has also pledged to bring to justice 
those responsible for crimes committed in 
the wake of this attack. 

We discussed accelerating the transfer of 
security responsibilities to the Government 
of Iraq; our hopes for strengthening the 
future relationship between our two na-
tions; and joint efforts to achieve greater 
cooperation from governments in the re-
gion and to counter those elements that 
are fueling the conflict. 

We received an interim report from the 
high-level Joint Committee on Accelerating 
the Transferring of Security Responsibility, 
and encouraged the Committee to continue 
its good work. We agreed that reform of 
the Iraqi security ministries and agencies 
and addressing the issue of militias should 
be accelerated. The ultimate solution to sta-
bilizing Iraq and reducing violence is true 
national reconciliation and capable and 
loyal Iraqi forces dedicated to protecting 
all the Iraqi people. 

We are committed to continuing to build 
the partnership between our two countries 
as we work together to strengthen a stable, 
democratic, and unified Iraq. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language version of this 
joint statement. An original was not available 
for verification of the content of this joint 
statement. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting an Alternative Plan for 
Locality Pay Increases Payable to Civilian Federal Employees 
November 30, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
I am transmitting an alternative plan for 

locality pay increases payable to civilian 
Federal employees covered by the General 
Schedule (GS) and certain other pay sys-
tems in January 2007. 

Under title 5, United States Code, civil-
ian Federal employees covered by the GS 

and certain other pay systems would re-
ceive a two-part pay increase in January 
2007: (1) a 1.7 percent across-the-board ad-
justment in scheduled rates of basic pay 
derived from Employment Cost Index data 
on changes in the wages and salaries of 
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