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Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and Prime Minister Nuri al-

Maliki of Iraq
November 21, 2006

We are pleased to announce that we will
meet in Amman, Jordan, on November 29—
30 to continue our consultations on build-
ing security and stability in Iraq. We will
focus our discussion on current develop-
ments in Irag, progress made to date in
the deliberations of the high-level Joint
Committee on Transferring Security Re-
sponsibility, and the role of the region in
supporting Iraq. We would like to express
our gratitude to His Majesty King Abdullah
IT of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,

who has graciously offered to host our con-
sultations. We look forward to meeting with
His Majesty in Amman.

We reiterate our common commitment
to building the foundations of a peaceful,
democratic, secure, and unified Iraq, and
to strengthening the partnership between
our two nations.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation Ceremony

November 22, 2006

Good morning. Thanks for coming. Wel-
come to the Rose Garden. I appreciate
being up here with Mike Briggs and Alice
Johnson of the National Turkey Federation,
and I thank you for bringing along our
feathery guest. [Laughter] We're glad
you're here. Mike, thanks for bringing your
family as well.

The name of the National Thanksgiving
Turkey has been chosen by online voting
at the White House web site. By the deci-
sion of the voters, this turkey is going to
be called Flyer. And there’s always a
backup bird, just in case the guest of honor
can’t perform his duties, and the backup
bird’s name is Fryer. [Laughter] Probably
better to be called Flyer than Fryer.

These birds were hatched on a farm in
Missouri and raised there by Matthew Nutt
and his mom and dad, Carol [Donna] * and
Lynn, and we're glad you all are here.
Thanks for coming. They did a fine job
of raising these birds.

* White House correction.

I also welcome the Girl Scouts whove
joined us. Thanks for coming—[applause]—
yes, I'm glad you're here. These are troops
from Virginia and Maryland and Wash-
ington, DC. And we thank you for being
in scouting, and we thank your scout mas-
ters and your parents for setting such a
good example for you.

Were here in the Rose Garden. This
is a place where Barney likes to hang out.
Barney is my dog. And he likes to chase
a soccer ball here. He came out a little
early, as did Flyer, and instead of chasing
the soccer ball, he chased the bird. [Laugh-
ter] And it kind of made the turkey nerv-
ous. See, the turkey was already nervous
to begin with. Nobody has told him yet
about the pardon I'm about to give him.
[Laughter]

Tomorrow is our day of thanksgiving. It’s
a national observance first proclaimed by
George Washington. In our journey across
the centuries from a few tiny settlements
to a prosperous and powerful nation, Amer-
icans have always been a grateful people,
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