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safeguard Indonesia’s tsunami-prone areas
by 2009.

The two leaders noted the tremendous
opportunities for cooperation between In-
donesia and the United States in the areas
of alternative fuels and environmental pro-
tection. President Yudhoyono briefed Presi-
dent Bush on his ambitious biofuel devel-
opment initiative and the Presidents en-
dorsed the U.S.-Indonesia Energy Policy
Dialogue as a forum to discuss ways and
means to acquire clean and safe alternative
energy, including biofuels.

As the leaders of two nations which have
both suffered terrorist attacks on their soil,
the two leaders reaffirmed their solidarity
in defeating the scourge of terrorism. Both
Presidents expressed satisfaction at the suc-
cessful arrest and conviction in Indonesia
of suspects involved in the 2002 incident
in Timika, and agreed to begin negotiations
toward a Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
discussed a broad range of regional and
global security issues. President Bush and
President Yudhoyono welcomed the suc-
cessful restoration of bilateral military ties,
and pledged to make such ties sustainable
and mutually beneficial in the support of
peace and stability. They agreed that such
ties would be primarily targeted at increas-
ing coordination on disaster relief, ex-
changes and training on the role of mili-
taries in democratic societies, increasing
mutual professional development and en-

hancing regional and maritime security.
They agreed to explore the possibility of
a Status of Forces Agreement.

President Bush congratulated Indonesia
on its election as a non-permanent member
of the United Nations Security Council.
Both Presidents pledged to work closely to-
gether on issues before the Council in
order to maintain international peace and
security, especially the challenge posed by
North Korea’s nuclear weapons program.
President Bush applauded Indonesia’s par-
ticipation in maintaining peace in southern
Lebanon by volunteering forces to join
UNIFIL. The two Presidents also discussed
the Arab-Israeli conflict, and both Presi-
dents stressed their support for the estab-
lishment of a viable, independent, demo-
cratic and sovereign Palestine state that
would live side by side in peace with Israel.

The two Presidents stressed the impor-
tance of inter-civilizational and inter-faith
dialogues. The two Presidents expressed
their concern to see growing religious intol-
erance in some parts of the world and their
common desire to work against it. President
Bush expressed great admiration and re-
spect for Indonesia’s long history of reli-
gious tolerance and moderate Islamic

thought.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.
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Thank you all. Admiral, thanks for the
introduction. Thanks for the warm break-
fast, and thanks for the good view. I appre-
ciate the tight ship you run here. And I
thank you all very much for serving our
country.
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Laura and I are honored to be with you.
We're honored to say thanks on behalf of
a grateful nation. And I'm pleased to tell
you that the work youre doing will lead
to peace for generations to come.

You serve at a time when we witness
an ideological struggle between those who
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love freedom and those who hate freedom.
And the outcome of this struggle will deter-
mine how your children and grandchildren
live. And I'm determined, like you are de-
termined, that freedom prevails.

Today we saw again the vicious face of
those who oppose freedom. We strongly
condemn the assassination today in Leb-
anon of Pierre Gemayel, who was a min-
ister in the Government of Prime Minister
Siniora. We support the Siniora Govern-
ment and its democracy, and we support
the Lebanese people’s desire to live in
peace. And we support their efforts to de-
fend their democracy against attempts by
Syria, Iran, and allies to foment instability
and violence in that important country.

I call for a full investigation of the mur-
der to identify those people and those
forces behind the killing. We call on the
international community to support Prime
Minister Siniora’s Government. And one
clear way to do so is for the United Nations
Security Council to take all remaining steps
needed to establish a special tribunal con-
cerning the assassination of former Prime
Minister Hariri and to assure that those
behind that killing, and others that fol-
lowed, are brought to justice. I strongly
believe the United Nations Security Coun-
cil ought to act today. For the sake of
peace, the free world must reject those who
undermine young democracies and murder
in the name of their hateful ideology.

I want to thank our Secretary of State
for joining us. You know, one of the jobs
of the President is to surround himself with
smart, capable, strong people, and I have
done so in Condoleezza Rice.

I also did so at the altar. [Laughter] And
I'm pleased Laura is here as well. We're
on our way back home after a trip in
Southeast Asia. I had meetings in Singapore
and Indonesia, as well as a meeting at the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation in Viet-
nam. And theyre important meetings. It
gave me a chance to discuss with leaders
from the Pacific region about our common
threats: the common threat of terrorism;

the common threat of pandemic outbreaks;
and the common threat of North Korea’s
nuclear weapons program.

I told them that the United States of
America remains committed to Asia be-
cause we have key economic and national
security interests in the region. It’s in our
national interests that we be involved in
the Asia-Pacific region. And the Pacific
Command bares the primary responsibility
for defending our interests in that part of
the world. You represent the oldest and
largest unified command in the United
States military. You cover an area that
spans more than half of the surface area
of the Earth. You've got a really important
job, and I'm here to thank you for doing
a good job.

You serve freedom’s cause in a lot of
ways. When you help deliver humanitarian
relief to victims of natural disasters, you
serve freedom’s cause. When you fight ter-
rorists wherever we find them, you serve
freedom’s cause. Every branch of our mili-
tary is playing a vital role. The Army and
Marine Corps have deployed thousands of
soldiers and marines to Afghanistan and to
Iraq. You've been joined by units from Ha-
waii’'s Army and Air National Guard.

Earlier this year, the Pacific fleet con-
ducted one of the largest multinational
maritime exercises in the world, involving
8 nations, 35 ships, 180 aircraft, and 19,000
personnel. You serve freedom’s cause when
you help others to be able to defend them-
selves. You serve freedom’s cause when you
help young democracies fight off the ex-
tremists who try to impose their hateful
vision of the world. What happens in Asia-
Pacific matters to America’s security here
at home.

The Air Force has brought humanitarian
aid to victims in earthquakes and typhoons.
You provided airlift support to places like
East Timor. The Coast Guard works closely
with China as part of an effort to improve
enforcement of laws against maritime drug
traffickers.
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Some of the troops from this command
who were deployed to combat operations
in Iraq and Afghanistan didn’t come home.
We remember their courage. We pray for
their families and loved ones left behind,
and we resolve to honor their sacrifice by
completing the missions for which they
gave their lives.

The men and women who wear the uni-
form are the best that America has to offer.
You belong to the finest Armed Forces the
world has ever known. I appreciate the fact
that you have volunteered to wear our uni-
form in these troubled times, that you have
volunteered knowing the dangers into
which you might be sent. It’s an incredible
country when people of character stand up

and say, “I want to serve something greater
than my self-interests.”

I want to thank you for your sacrifice.
I particularly thank your families for joining
you in this noble cause. We'll succeed, and
when we do, generations of Americans will
look back on this period and say, “Thank
God the United States had such men and
women of character at the beginning of
the 21st century.”

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 a.m. in
the Officers Club. In his remarks, he referred
to Adm. William J. Fallon, USN, com-
mander, U.S. Pacific Command; and Prime
Minister Fuad Siniora of Lebanon.

Statement on the Assassination of Minister of Industry Pierre Gemayel of

Lebanon
November 21, 2006

Today’s assassination of Lebanese Indus-
try Minister Pierre Gemayel shows yet
again the viciousness of those who are try-
ing to destabilize that country.

The United States remains fully com-
mitted to supporting Lebanon’s independ-
ence and democracy in the face of attempts
by Syria, Iran, and their allies within Leb-
anon to foment instability and violence.
Syria’s refusal to cease and desist from its
continuing efforts to destabilize Lebanon’s
democratically elected Government is a re-
peated violation of United Nations Security
Council Resolutions 1559 and 1701. The
United States will continue its efforts with
allied nations and democratic forces in Leb-
anon to resist these efforts and protect
Lebanon’s sovereignty and democratic insti-
tutions.
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We urge the U.N. Security Council and
the Secretary-General today to take the re-
maining steps needed to establish the spe-
cial tribunal for Lebanon that will try those
accused of involvement in the assassination
of former Prime Minister Hariri, and to
ensure that that tribunal can also bring to
justice those responsible for related assas-
sinations, assassination attempts, and other
terrorist attacks. We also demand that Syria
treat Lebanon as a genuinely sovereign
neighbor, establishing full diplomatic rela-
tions with Lebanon, and delineating its bor-
der with that country including, in par-
ticular, in the Shab’a Farms area, through
a bilateral agreement.
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