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and how, perhaps, the United States can
help foster the market economy that is
growing here.

I must tell you, I am, first of all, unbe-
lievably grateful for the welcome that Laura
and I have been received with here in Ho
Chi Minh City; I've never seen as many
people line the streets with such a friendly
attitude. Secondly, when I read about the
recent economic history of Vietnam, I am
amazed at the size of the growth and the
fact that are people are beginning to realize

dreams. I recognize that some of you here
at the table were born in Vietnam, came
to the United States in the midseventies,
and have decided to return. And I'm really
interested in hearing what that has been
like and the contrast in lifestyles and why
you made the decisions you made.

And I do want to hear from you all

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. at
the Ho Chi Minh City Securities Trading
Center.
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Laura and I are honored to be here at
the center of an effort to help Vietnam
battle HIV/AIDS. And, doctor, thank you
for this wonderful tour. We've got a com-
prehensive strategy involved through our
PEPFAR program with the country. We've
got a very strong mother-to-child trans-
mission program to prevent the children
from developing HIV/AIDS.

The doctor has been explaining to us
their strategy on how to detect HIV/AIDS
not only in the cities but in the Provinces.

And part of our comprehensive strategy to
help this country is to distribute
antiretroviral drugs.

Laura and I have come by to thank the
doctor and her staff for their compassionate
work and to assure the Vietnamese people
that we will still help them fight HIV/
AIDS.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:29 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Nguyen Thi Kim
Tien, director, Pasteur Institute.
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Mr. President, thank you very much.
Thank you all for joining. I'm really looking
forward to this discussion. I admire Indo-
nesia’s pluralism and its diversity. I admire
your President’s commitment to reform and
strengthening democracy. It’s very impor-
tant for the people of America to under-
stand that this vast country has got not
only tremendous potential, but it's got a
prominent role to play in the world—show-
ing how it's possible for people of good

2106

will to live together in peace and harmony.
And that’s the lesson I want to hear from
you all as well. T'm looking forward to our
discussion.

I cannot thank you enough for taking
time out of your busy day to come up
here and share thoughts with us. I'm very
interested in learning how our Government
can continue to work with your Govern-
ment, as it so chooses, to help, particularly
in areas like education and health.
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