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The President’s Radio Address 
November 18, 2006 

Good morning. This week, I’m visiting 
Singapore, Indonesia, and Vietnam, where 
I’m attending the annual summit of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum. 
On this trip, I am carrying a message for 
the people of this region: America will re-
main engaged in Asia because our interests 
depend on the expansion of freedom and 
opportunity in this vital part of the world. 

Asia is important to America because 
prosperity in our country depends on trade 
with Asia’s growing economies. Today, 
America’s trade across the Pacific is greater 
than our trade across the Atlantic, and we 
need to continue opening up markets in 
this part of the world to American goods 
and services. 

My position is clear: As long as the play-
ing field is level, America’s farmers, small 
businesses, and workers can compete with 
anyone. So America will continue to pursue 
free and fair trade at every level with indi-
vidual countries, across whole regions, and 
through the World Trade Organization. By 
opening new markets for American goods 
and services, we help create new customers 
for our products abroad and jobs and op-
portunities for our workers and small busi-
nesses at home. 

Asia is also important to America because 
our nations face common challenges, like 
energy and disease, that transcend borders. 
Our growing economies are too dependent 
on oil, and we have a common interest 
in pursuing affordable, reliable energy al-
ternatives. So we’re working with our part-
ners in this region to develop new energy 
technologies that will make us less depend-
ent on oil, including clean coal and ethanol, 
biodiesel and hydrogen fuel cells. 

We are also working with our partners 
in the region to address the threat of dis-
eases like avian flu, which has the potential 
to claim many lives and inflict terrible dam-
age on our societies if not detected and 

stopped quickly. So we’re sharing informa-
tion and putting wise preparedness plans 
in place to help ensure that we can contain 
the spread of avian flu and be ready if 
a pandemic ever occurs. By coming to-
gether to address these and other chal-
lenges, we’re helping build more hopeful 
societies in Asia and stronger partners for 
America. 

Finally, Asia is important to America be-
cause we face common threats to our secu-
rity. The people of this region understand 
the terrorist threat because they have been 
targets of terrorist violence. Since Sep-
tember the 11th, the terrorists have at-
tacked a nightclub in Bali, a hotel in Ja-
karta, a ferry packed with passengers in 
Manila Bay, a school full of children in 
Russia, Australia’s Embassy in Indonesia, 
and many other targets. The killers who 
committed these acts of terror are followers 
of a clear and focused ideology that hates 
freedom, rejects tolerance, and their stated 
goal is a radical Islamic empire stretching 
from Europe to Southeast Asia. 

The greatest danger in our world today 
is that these terrorists could get their hands 
on weapons of mass destruction and use 
them to blackmail free nations or kill on 
an unimaginable scale. This threat poses 
a risk to our entire civilization, and we’re 
working with our partners in the Asia-Pa-
cific to defeat it. 

In my meetings with leaders in the re-
gion, we discussed the threat of prolifera-
tion from North Korea. After North Korea’s 
recent nuclear test, the United Nations Se-
curity Council passed a unanimous resolu-
tion imposing sanctions on North Korea’s 
regime, and America is working with our 
partners to enforce those sanctions. We will 
also continue working with Japan, China, 
South Korea, and Russia through the six- 
party talks. Our nations are speaking with 
one voice: North Korea must abandon its 
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* White House correction. 

nuclear weapons programs, and we will not 
tolerate North Korea’s proliferation of nu-
clear technology to hostile regimes and ter-
rorist networks. 

In the long run, the surest path to secu-
rity is the expansion of freedom. History 
shows that free societies are peaceful soci-
eties. So America is committed to advanc-
ing freedom and democracy as the great 
alternative to repression and radicalism. 
And by standing with our allies in the Asia- 
Pacific region, we will defend our free way 
of life, confront the challenges of a new 
century, and build a more hopeful, peace-
ful, and prosperous future for our children 
and grandchildren. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:20 
a.m., local time, on November 16 at the 
Shangri-La Hotel in Singapore, for broadcast 
at 10:06 a.m., e.s.t., on November 18. The 
transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on November 17 but 
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. Due to the 11-hour time difference, the 
radio address was broadcast after the Presi-
dent’s remarks in Hanoi, Vietnam. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Statement on the Death of Glenn E. ‘‘Bo’’ Schembechler 
November 18, 2006 

Bo Schembechler was a true legend of 
college football. I was saddened to learn 
of his death. He inspired generations of 
players and fans by insisting that his teams 
play hard, play fair, and bring honor to 
themselves and their school by finishing 

their educations and contributing to society. 
He was an extraordinary leader and role 
model who will be missed. Laura and I 
join fans of the Big Blue in extending our 
sympathies to his wife, Cathy, and his fam-
ily and friends. 

Remarks Following a Church Service in Hanoi 
November 19, 2006 

Laura and I just had a moment to con-
verse with God in a church here in Hanoi. 
We were touched by the simplicity and the 
beauty of the moment. We appreciate very 
much the congregation for allowing us to 
come and worship with them. 

A whole society is a society which wel-
comes basic freedoms, and there’s no more 
basic freedom than the basic—the freedom 
to worship as you see fit. And Laura and 
I were proud to worship with believers 

here in Hanoi. And we, again, thank the 
church for the opportunity to come by. My 
hope is that people all across the world 
will be able to express religion [religious] * 
freedom. And it’s our way of expressing 
our personal faith and, at the same time, 
urging societies to feel comfortable with 
and confident in saying to their people, if 
you feel like praising God, you’re allowed 
to do so in any way you see fit. 

God bless, and thank you. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:45 Oct 01, 2010 Jkt 211655 PO 00000 Frm 00791 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\211655A.021 211655Arm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
29

S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T10:22:39-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




