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Nov. 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

I appreciate your hospitality. Thank you 
for letting me come by and share some 
thoughts with you. May God bless the peo-
ple of Singapore. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:04 p.m. in 
the University Cultural Centre Theatre. In 
his remarks, he referred to Senior Minister 
Goh Chok Tong of Singapore, and his wife, 
Tan Choo Leng; and Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong of Singapore. 

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of 
Singapore in Singapore 
November 16, 2006 

President Bush. Thank you all. Mr. Prime 
Minister and Ms. Lee, thank you very 
much for your gracious hospitality. Laura 
and I are thrilled to be back here. I’m 
always amazed when I think about Singa-
pore, a country that wasn’t supposed to be; 
a part of the world where people basically 
said, ‘‘There’s no chance for the good folks 
to survive and thrive.’’ I’m amazed at your 
successes, and I appreciate the values on 
which your successes rest. 

I congratulate the people of Singapore 
for being such a vivid example of enterprise 
and markets and hard work. I congratulate 
the Government for being visionary in its 
leadership. And I am thrilled that you al-
lowed me to give a speech at one of your 
fine universities, talking about the impor-
tance of the Far East to the future of the 
United States. 

I thank you very much for serving that 
meat. [Laughter] It was so good, it had 
to be from Texas. [Laughter] 

The Prime Minister and I have had a 
lot of discussions about a variety of issues, 
and I shared with them one of my chief 
concerns, that our country would become— 
could possibly become isolationist and pro-
tectionist. In my speech today to the uni-
versity, Mr. Prime Minister, I assured the 

listeners that it is in our interest to remain 
engaged in the world. It’s in our economic 
interests and it’s in our national interests 
that the United States work with strong 
friends and allies such as Singapore to 
spread prosperity and hope and to work 
to lay the foundations for peace. 

Mr. Prime Minister, I appreciate your 
clear vision of the threats that we face. 
I appreciate the fact that you see the ideo-
logical struggle before us. I cannot think 
of a more steadfast leader in you and your 
willingness to make the hard steps nec-
essary to deal with this challenge today so 
that our children won’t have to deal with 
it in more severe terms tomorrow. 

I’m proud to call you friend. Laura and 
I are proud to be in your presence. May 
God bless you and your important country. 

Prime Minister Lee. Thank you very 
much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
7:25 p.m. at the Istana. In his remarks, he 
referred to Ho Ching, wife of Prime Minister 
Lee. The transcript released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of Prime Minister Lee. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 
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Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister John Howard of 
Australia and an Exchange With Reporters in Hanoi, Vietnam 
November 17, 2006 

President Bush. I just had an enjoyable 
lunch with my friend John Howard. We 
talked about a variety of subjects. I talked 
to John about Iraq. I appreciate the Aus-
tralian contributions to helping this young 
democracy succeed. There’s a lot of ques-
tions, I know, in the press around the world 
about our troop posture and about the atti-
tudes of our Government. I assured John 
that we will get the job done. We will 
continue to help this Maliki Government 
meet the aspirations of the Iraqi people. 

And that—I’m sure there’s some ques-
tions by the Australian press about what 
the elections mean. The elections mean 
that the American people want to know 
whether or not we have a plan for success, 
and that—and I assured John that any 
repositioning of troops, if that’s what we 
choose to do, will be done in close con-
sultation with John and his Government. 
But I also assured him that we’re not leav-
ing until this job is done, until Iraq can 
govern, sustain, and defend itself. 

We talked about the climate. John has 
got some very strong ideas about the use 
of technologies to enable countries like our 
own and the rest of the world to be able 
to grow and, at the same time, protect the 
environment. And I appreciated his views. 
And I share those views. I assured him 
that we will continue to spend research dol-
lars to develop technologies such as clean 
coal technologies, something that Australia 
is interested in, or the use of ethanol, for 
example, to power our automobiles, or 
money spent to develop hydrogen fuel cells, 
all aimed at changing our energy habits 
and, at the same time, protecting the envi-
ronment. 

We talked about the neighborhood that 
Australia is in. I always admire John’s stra-
tegic vision of the world. I really appreciate 
the chance to have lunch with you. 

Prime Minister Howard. Well, thank you 
very much, George. We did cover all of 
those subjects, and we spent a lot of time, 
naturally, talking about Iraq. Our views are 
very similar. It’s not easy, but we hold to 
the view, and I’ve said it back in Australia, 
and I’d repeat it here today, that the idea 
of the coalition leaving in circumstances 
where the Iraqi people were not soon to 
be able to look after themselves and to 
enjoy the democracy they want would be 
a catastrophic defeat for our cause, not only 
in the Middle East, but it would embolden 
terrorists in that region. And it would em-
bolden terrorism in countries like Indo-
nesia. 

Our discussions about climate change 
were very valuable. Our thinking is similar. 
We don’t believe that Kyoto is the answer. 
Both our countries are committed to deal-
ing with the growth of greenhouse gasses. 
We can have debate about the severity of 
the problem, but there’s really no debate 
about the desirability of responding to it, 
provided we do it in a way that maintains 
economic growth in our societies and the 
world. 

And we certainly have a similarity of 
commitment to doing things in the area 
of technology. And I indicated to the Presi-
dent that Australia is looking very seriously 
at the place of nuclear power in our own 
response. And the Australian media will be 
aware of the upcoming Switkowski report 
that is going to deal with the whole ques-
tion of nuclear power in the overall equa-
tion. 

President Bush. We’ll answer a couple 
of questions. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, As-
sociated Press]. Hold on for a second, 
please. Jennifer. 
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