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best of medical care, Corporal Dunham ul-
timately succumbed to his wounds. And by 
giving his own life, Corporal Dunham saved 
the lives of two of his men and showed 
the world what it means to be a marine. 

Corporal Dunham’s mom and dad are 
with us today on what would have been 
this brave young man’s 25th birthday. We 
remember that the marine who so freely 
gave his life was your beloved son. We 
ask a loving God to comfort you for a loss 
that can never be replaced. And on this 
special birthday, in the company of his fel-
low marines, I’m proud to announce that 
our Nation will recognize Corporal Jason 
Dunham’s action with America’s highest 
decoration for valor, the Medal of Honor. 

As long as we have marines like Corporal 
Dunham, America will never fear for her 

liberty. And as long as we have this fine 
museum, America will never forget their 
sacrifice. 

May God bless you, may God bless the 
Marines, and may God bless the United 
States. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:12 p.m. at 
the National Museum of the Marine Corps. 
In his remarks, he referred to former Gov. 
Mark R. Warner of Virginia; former Sen. 
John H. Glenn, Jr.; Lt. Gen. G.R. Christmas, 
USMC (Ret.), president, Marine Corps Her-
itage Foundation; Jim Lehrer, anchor of 
PBS’s ‘‘NewsHour with Jim Lehrer’’; and 
Dan and Deb Dunham, parents of Corp. 
Jason Dunham, USMC, who was killed near 
Husaybah, Iraq, on April 14, 2004. 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 11, 2006 

Good morning. This weekend, we com-
memorate Veterans Day, a day when Amer-
ica honors every man and woman who has 
worn the uniform of our military. In Vet-
erans Day celebrations across our Nation, 
we remember those who have served in 
previous wars, those who are serving today, 
and those who did not live to become vet-
erans. Especially in a time of war, we see 
in our veterans an example of people who 
stepped forward to serve a cause larger 
than themselves. This weekend, I ask you 
to take a moment to thank our veterans 
for their service and express your apprecia-
tion for the sacrifices they have made to 
preserve our freedom and way of life. 

One freedom that defines our way of 
life is the freedom to choose our leaders 
at the ballot box. We saw that freedom 
earlier this week, when millions of Ameri-
cans went to the polls to cast their votes 
for a new Congress. Whatever your opinion 
of the outcome, all Americans can take 

pride in the example our democracy sets 
for the world by holding elections even in 
a time of war. Our democratic institutions 
are a source of strength, and our trust in 
these institutions has made America the 
most powerful, prosperous, and stable na-
tion in the world. 

As a result of this week’s elections, the 
Democrats now hold a majority in both 
Houses of Congress. After the elections, 
I called the Democratic leaders in the 
House and the Senate to congratulate them 
on the victory they achieved for their party. 
On Thursday, I had lunch with Congress-
woman Pelosi and Congressman Hoyer, and 
on Friday, I met with Senators Reid and 
Durbin. We had good discussions. I told 
them what I have told the men and women 
in my administration: We must put these 
elections behind us and work together on 
the great issues facing America. 

The elections will bring changes to 
Washington. But one thing has not 
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changed: America faces brutal enemies who 
have attacked us before and want to attack 
us again. I have a message for these en-
emies: Do not confuse the workings of 
American democracy with a lack of Amer-
ican will. Our Nation is committed to 
bringing you to justice, and we will prevail. 

Iraq is the central front in this war on 
terror. I look forward to listening to ideas 
from the new leaders of Congress on the 
best way to support our troops on the 
frontlines and win the war on terror. I also 
look forward to hearing recommendations 
on the way forward in Iraq from a bipar-
tisan panel led by former Secretary of State 
James Baker and former Congressman Lee 
Hamilton. In the meantime, I have made 
an important change to my national security 
team. On Wednesday, I accepted Don 
Rumsfeld’s resignation as Secretary of De-
fense and announced my intent to nomi-
nate Bob Gates to replace him. Bob is a 
proven leader who has served six Presi-
dents, four Republicans and two Demo-
crats. As a former CIA Director and the 
current president of Texas A&M University, 
he has experience leading large and com-
plex organizations, and he has shown that 
he is an agent of change. As Secretary of 
Defense, he will provide a fresh outlook 
on our strategy in Iraq and what we need 
to do to prevail. 

Bob replaces the longest serving member 
of my Cabinet, Don Rumsfeld. History will 
record that on Secretary Rumsfeld’s watch, 
the men and women of our military over-
threw two terrorist regimes, brought justice 
to scores of senior Al Qaida operatives, and 
helped stop new terrorist attacks on our 
people. America is safer and the world is 
more secure because of the leadership of 
Don Rumsfeld, and I am deeply grateful 
for his service. 

The message of this week’s elections is 
clear: The American people want their 
leaders in Washington to set aside partisan 
differences, conduct ourselves in an ethical 
manner, and work together to address the 
challenges facing our Nation. This is impor-
tant work that will demand the hard effort 
and good faith of leaders from both sides 
of the aisle, and I pledge to do my part. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:15 
p.m. on November 10 in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06 
a.m. on November 11. The transcript was 
made available by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on November 10 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks at a Veterans Day Ceremony in Arlington, Virginia 
November 11, 2006 

Thank you. Thanks for coming. Secretary 
Nicholson, thank you for your kind words 
and for your leadership. Members of the 
Cabinet; Members of Congress; members 
of the United State military; all veterans; 
all volunteers who have sworn to uphold 
the security of the United States: I thank 
your families for being here, and I thank 
our veterans. I am proud to join you on 
this day of honor. 

On this day, in this month, at this hour, 
our Nation remembers the moment when 
the guns of World War I went silent, and 
we recognize the service and the sacrifice 
of our Nation’s veterans. From Valley 
Forge to Vietnam, from Kuwait to 
Kandahar, from Berlin to Baghdad, our vet-
erans have borne the costs of America’s 
wars, and they have stood watch over 
America’s peace. The American people are 
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