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Remarks Following a Meeting With Special Envoy to Sudan Andrew S. 
Natsios 
October 31, 2006 

I’ve just had a meeting with the Presi-
dential Special Envoy to Sudan, Andrew 
Natsios. I asked Andrew to serve our coun-
try and really serve the cause of humanity 
by taking on this important assignment. 
He’s working very closely with Secretary 
Rice. He brought—he was just there for 
10 days, and he came back with a grim 
report about the human condition of a lot 
of people who suffer. 

And, you know, Andrew—the good thing 
about Andrew is—one thing, he puts a re-
port out there, but he also understands 
we’ve got to do something about it. And 
the United States is going to work with 
the international community to come up 
with a single plan on how to address this 
issue and save lives. And Andrew is going 
to work with other partners in peace, and 
they’ll take that plan to the current Govern-
ment of Sudan. 

One element of the plan is something 
that I strongly supported all along, and that 
there needs to be a credible and effective 
international force to go into Darfur to save 
lives, to make it clear that the international 
community respects human life and the 
international community will work in con-
cert to save human life. 

Andrew, I want to thank you for taking 
on this assignment. The situation in Darfur 
is on our minds. The people who suffer 
there need to know that the United States 
will work with others to help solve the 
problem. And the Government of Sudan 
must understand that we’re serious—when 
you deliver a message to them on behalf 
of our Government, that we’re earnest and 
serious about their necessity to step up and 

work with the international community. So 
thank you, Andrew, for that. 

Today, as well, we had news out of the 
Far East. There is an agreement to restart 
the six-party talks concerning North Korea. 
I’m pleased, and I want to thank the Chi-
nese for encouraging the meeting that got 
the agreement to get the six-party talks re-
started. I’ve always felt like it is important 
for the United States to be at the table 
with other partners when it comes time 
to addressing this important issue. 

And so I thank not only the Chinese 
but the South Koreans, the Japanese, and 
the Russians for agreeing to come back to 
the table with North Korea. We’ll be send-
ing teams to the region to work with our 
partners to make sure that the current 
United Nations Security Council resolution 
is enforced, but also to make sure that the 
talks are effective, that we achieve the re-
sults we want, which is a North Korea that 
abandons their nuclear weapons programs 
and her nuclear weapons in a verifiable 
fashion, in return for a better way forward 
for her people. 

And so I’m very pleased with the 
progress being made in the Far East. Obvi-
ously, we’ve still got a lot of work to do. 
But I want to thank the Secretary for her 
good work when she went out to the re-
gion, and assure the American people, we’ll 
continue to work to resolve this in a peace-
ful way. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:26 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 
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The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for coming. Thanks for the warm 
welcome. It’s great to be back in the State 
of Georgia. Just seems like I was here yes-
terday. [Laughter] I must have Georgia on 
my mind. [Laughter] 

I got something else on my mind, and 
that is to make sure Mac Collins becomes 
the next United States Congressman from 
this district. I appreciate you coming. He’s 
a self-made guy. He’s a no-nonsense fellow. 
He’s got a lot of common sense, just the 
kind of person you want representing you 
in Washington, DC. 

You know, he kind of reminds me of 
a lot of folks in my home State. See, they 
didn’t start off as a Republican. He was 
a Butts County commissioner, and he ran 
as a Democrat—a Reagan Democrat. And 
then he saw the direction of where the 
Washington, DC, Democrats were taking 
his party, so he came home. He came 
home to a party—[applause]—he feels like 
I feel: We don’t want Washington Demo-
crats running the House of Representatives. 

And I appreciate you coming to express 
your support for Mac. I’m honored you’re 
here. With your hard work, Mac Collins 
will be elected, and we’re going to keep 
control of the House and the Senate. 

I’m proud to be here with Julie—that’s 
Mac’s wife. She, like my wife, is a very 
patient person. Mac married above him-
self—[laughter]—so did I. Laura sends her 
love. She sends her love to the Collinses, 
but she also sends her love to your Gov-
ernor. You talk about a man who deserves 
to be reelected, and that’s Sonny Perdue. 
He’s done in office exactly what he said 
he’s going to do, and the State of Georgia 
is better for it. 

I’m proud to be here with two United 
States Senators who are making a huge dif-
ference in the Nation’s Capital, folks who 
represent your State with a lot of class and 

a lot of dignity, Senator Saxby Chambliss 
and Senator Johnny Isakson. 

It’s a good sign when you’ve got sitting 
Members of the United States Congress 
coming in to help one of their former col-
leagues, see. It means they know him; they 
respect him; they like him. So please join 
me and welcome Charlie Norwood, Phil 
Gingrey, and Tom Price. 

I’m proud to be here with the next Lieu-
tenant Governor of the State of Georgia, 
Senator Casey Cagle. I thank all the other 
candidates, and I thank all the grassroots 
activists. You’re the people who put up the 
signs, make the phone calls, convince peo-
ple to go to the polls. I want to thank 
you in advance for what you’re going to 
do. 

We’re driving toward victory. Now I 
know up in Washington, they’ve already de-
cided the outcome of the election. 

Audience members. Boo! 
The President. They’re measuring the 

drapes in their new offices. 
Audience members. Boo! 
The President. The same thing happened 

in 2004, you might remember. In 2004, 
the movers never showed up, and they’re 
not going to show up in 2006. 

One reason we’re going to win this elec-
tion is because we’ve accomplished a lot. 
We’ve done what the people expect us to 
do. We went up and represented the peo-
ple’s interests. You know, for decades, the 
public school system failed too many chil-
dren, so we passed the No Child Left Be-
hind Act and demanded schools show re-
sults in return for money. Test scores are 
rising; an achievement gap is closing; and 
we’re bringing America closer to the day 
when every single child gets a quality edu-
cation. 

For decades, we’ve been growing too de-
pendent on foreign oil, so we decided to 
do something about it. We passed a good 
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