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Remarks Following a Meeting With Organizations That Support the United 
States Military in Iraq and Afghanistan 
October 20, 2006 

I’ve had an uplifting and heartwarming 
conversation with fellow citizens of all ages 
from across our country who are supporting 
our troops. These folks don’t really care 
about politics. What they care about is how 
best to send a strong message to the men 
and women who wear our uniform that 
America supports them. 

And so we’ve had examples of people 
who started web pages to get different sup-
plies to send to troops who are—who need 
a care package; to a woman who started 
a group of people to sew garments to help 
the wounded recover faster; to a guy who 
helped start video conferencing capabilities 
so that loved ones can share big moments 
in their lives together, even though one 
is in combat; to a child who started treasure 
hunts to raise money to help kids go to 

school. It’s a remarkable country when we 
have people who decide to step up and 
help men and women who are serving their 
country in a time of need. 

And I want to thank you all for coming, 
and I appreciate what you’re doing. 
Americasupportsyou.mil is a web site where 
our fellow citizens can volunteer to help. 
You can become a part of a group and 
find out ways that you can support our 
men and women in uniform. These are 
brave, courageous people who deserve the 
full support of the American citizenry. 

So I want to thank you all for coming. 
I appreciate you being here. Thanks very 
much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 

Remarks at a National Italian American Foundation Dinner 
October 20, 2006 

Ian [Ken], * thank you for that kind in-
troduction. But what you forgot to tell the 
people was that my mother said, ‘‘Listen, 
son, I know you’re going to be going over 
there this evening. Remember your father 
has already spoken, so keep your remarks 
short.’’ [Laughter] 

I thank you for your kind words about 
my mother and father. I am real proud 
they’re with you today. He is a remarkable 
guy and—[applause]. The only mistake you 
made was not to insist that Laura spoke 
instead of me. [Laughter] She’s doing great. 
She said, ‘‘Look, you keep it short too, be-
cause the food is on the table.’’ [Laughter] 

But thanks for letting me come by to 
say hello. I’m honored to be with you. I 
love to pay homage to the Italian Ameri-
cans that have made our country so great. 
And that’s precisely what you do. The Na-
tional Italian American Foundation is an 
important organization because it reminds 
people of the great Italian heritage of many 
of our citizens. It also heralds the great 
diversity of our country. So thanks for what 
you’re doing. Thanks for letting me come 
by to say hello. 

I’m honored to be here with the 
Ambassador from the great country of Italy. 
Mr. Ambassador, it’s good to see you, sir. 
I am proud to say that Italy is a strong 
ally of the United States of America. 
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