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of United States persons and by depriving
them of access to the U.S. market and fi-
nancial system.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

Remarks on Medicare Reform
October 20, 2006

Medicare Reform

The President. Secretary Leavitt and I
are pleased to be here at this counter
where seniors come to buy prescription
drugs. And one of the interesting things
that happens at this counter is that these
decent folks are constantly reminding sen-
iors that there is a cost-saving benefit, Plan
D in Medicare, available for them. It’s a
new plan; it just started last year. The
Health and Human Services helped imple-
ment the plan, and millions of seniors are
benefiting. Our seniors are saving money.
They're getting better coverage. It's a plan
that I'm real proud of.

We will continue to work to make it as
good as it possibly can be. I really do want
to thank these kind-hearted souls who say
to a senior that you no longer—poor sen-
iors, particularly—you no longer have to
choose between food and medicine because
there’s a new way forward. Our compas-
sionate approach to health care is working
for America’s seniors. And I want to thank
you.

You want to say anything about the en-
rollment process?

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The notice is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Secretary of Health and Human Services
Michael O. Leavitt. On November 15th,
people can go through an open enrollment
period. Eighty percent of seniors who are
on this plan are satisfied with their plan,
and if theyre satisfied, they don’t need to
do anything. But over 80 percent will be
able to find a plan that's cheaper, if they
want to, or that may, in fact, fit their par-
ticular situation.

We'll have people available at 1-800-
MEDICARE. There will be people at phar-
macies and at senior centers—and others
that can help them around the country.
This has been a big success, and we’re
going to get better at it. We're getting bet-
ter at it every year. Itll be better this year
than it was last, and it will be better the
year after that, just like Medicare was in
1965. This is a very important American
success story that well now build upon.

The President. Thank you all very much.
Appreciate it.

NoTE: The President spoke to reporters at
11:04 a.m. at a CVS Pharmacy.

Remarks at a National Republican Senatorial Committee Reception

October 20, 2006

Thanks for coming. Please be seated. I
appreciate you being here. On the way

1884

down, Mr. McConnell said, “Keep it short;
they haven’t had their food yet.” [Laughter]
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