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and I know some of your relatives, fought
the Japanese as a sworn enemy. There was
a lot of kids in the early forties that signed
up to fight the Japanese. They had attacked
us, and this country was going to defend
ourselves.

I find it amazing, and I hope you do
too, that the son of Navy pilot George
H.W. Bush, the sitting President of the
United States, is on Air Force One, {lying
down with the Prime Minister of the
former enemy talking about the peace.
We're talking about North Korea and how
we can work together to convince the lead-
er in North Korea to give up his nuclear
weapons ambitions. We're talking about the
fact that Japan had 1,000 troops in Iraq
because Prime Minister Koizumi and I
know that freedom is how you defeat an
ideology of hatred; that we understand that
when you encourage liberty to flourish
where it hadn’t flourished, it provides hope;
it helps defeat those who prey on hopeless-
ness.

It's an amazing conversation—I've had
several with him. But every time I have
sat down with him, T find it interesting
fact of history that my dad fought the Japa-
nese, and today, his son is working to keep
the peace. Something happened. Japan
adopted a Japanese-style democracy. It's—
the example is, liberty has the capacity to
change an enemy into an ally. Liberty has
the capacity to turn a region of hate into
a region of compassion. Someday, an Amer-
ican President will be sitting down talking
about the peace with duly elected leaders
from the Middle East, and a generation
of Americans will be better off.

God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:33 p.m. at
the Science Museum of Virginia. In his re-
marks, he referred to Susan Allen, wife of
Sen. George Allen; Usama bin Laden, leader
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; former
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan;
and Chairman Kim Jong Il of North Korea.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in

Colombia
October 19, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the emergency declared with
respect to significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia is to continue in ef-
fect beyond October 21, 2006.

The circumstances that led to the dec-
laration on October 21, 1995, of a national
emergency have not been resolved. The ac-
tions of significant narcotics traffickers cen-
tered in Colombia continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States and to cause unparal-
leled violence, corruption, and harm in the
United States and abroad. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to maintain economic pressure on signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia by blocking their property and inter-
ests in property that are in the United
States or within the possession or control

1883



Oct. 19 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

of United States persons and by depriving
them of access to the U.S. market and fi-
nancial system.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

Remarks on Medicare Reform
October 20, 2006

Medicare Reform

The President. Secretary Leavitt and I
are pleased to be here at this counter
where seniors come to buy prescription
drugs. And one of the interesting things
that happens at this counter is that these
decent folks are constantly reminding sen-
iors that there is a cost-saving benefit, Plan
D in Medicare, available for them. It’s a
new plan; it just started last year. The
Health and Human Services helped imple-
ment the plan, and millions of seniors are
benefiting. Our seniors are saving money.
They're getting better coverage. It's a plan
that I'm real proud of.

We will continue to work to make it as
good as it possibly can be. I really do want
to thank these kind-hearted souls who say
to a senior that you no longer—poor sen-
iors, particularly—you no longer have to
choose between food and medicine because
there’s a new way forward. Our compas-
sionate approach to health care is working
for America’s seniors. And I want to thank
you.

You want to say anything about the en-
rollment process?

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The notice is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Secretary of Health and Human Services
Michael O. Leavitt. On November 15th,
people can go through an open enrollment
period. Eighty percent of seniors who are
on this plan are satisfied with their plan,
and if theyre satisfied, they don’t need to
do anything. But over 80 percent will be
able to find a plan that's cheaper, if they
want to, or that may, in fact, fit their par-
ticular situation.

We'll have people available at 1-800-
MEDICARE. There will be people at phar-
macies and at senior centers—and others
that can help them around the country.
This has been a big success, and we’re
going to get better at it. We're getting bet-
ter at it every year. Itll be better this year
than it was last, and it will be better the
year after that, just like Medicare was in
1965. This is a very important American
success story that well now build upon.

The President. Thank you all very much.
Appreciate it.

NoTE: The President spoke to reporters at
11:04 a.m. at a CVS Pharmacy.

Remarks at a National Republican Senatorial Committee Reception

October 20, 2006

Thanks for coming. Please be seated. I
appreciate you being here. On the way
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down, Mr. McConnell said, “Keep it short;
they haven’t had their food yet.” [Laughter]
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