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This is a State that had a good idea. 
They were deeply concerned about how to 
make sure that the accountability system 
would measure progress without—in an ac-
curate way. And so Margaret worked with 
the State leaders, worked with the Senator 
to provide flexibility for the accountability 
system, without undermining the whole 
concept of measurement. And so in other 
words, we’ll be rational and reasonable, but 
what we will not do is allow schools to 
lower standards. And what we will not do 
is allow people to get rid of accountability 
systems, because I believe the account-
ability system is the first step in making 
sure no child is left behind. 

I understand what it means for public 
schools to guess whether or not a child 
can read and write and add and subtract, 
and I understand fully the consequences 
of a system that guesses. I also understand 
the consequences of a system which meas-

ures, and a system which measures and cor-
rects problems is a system which will help 
meet the great promise of this country. 

I want to thank you for giving me a 
chance to come and talk about something 
I feel strong about, deeply passionate 
about. I’m looking forward to getting these 
elections behind us and start working on 
the reauthorization of the No Child Left 
Behind Act, for the good of every child 
in the United States of America. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to former Gov. 
James B. Hunt, Jr., of North Carolina; Alan 
W. Duncan, chairman, Guilford County 
Schools Board of Education; and Mayor An-
thony A. Williams of Washington, DC. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. 

Remarks Following a Tour of Victory Junction Gang Camp, Inc., in 
Randleman, North Carolina 
October 18, 2006 

The President. You know, it’s a remark-
able place. I can’t tell you how thrilled 
I am to be with the Pettys and the cham-
pion race car drivers who have heard a 
call to help people who need help. And 
I wish our fellow citizens could see the 
physical layout here. And if you were here, 
you’d also feel a great sense of compassion. 
And, you know, the Petty family has been 
well known for a long time in America. 
And they’ve been known as great athletes— 
now they will be known as great humani-
tarians as well. 

And so we really thank you. 

Kyle Petty. Thank you, sir. 
The President. This is a place that’s in 

honor of their son, Adam. They have made 
a conscious decision to turn a tragic event 
into a loving event, and that’s what I feel 
here. And you guys did a good job. Thanks 
for having me. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:56 p.m. in 
Adam’s Race Shop. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to NASCAR driver Kyle Petty and his 
wife, Pattie, founders, Victory Junction Gang 
Camp, Inc. 
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Remarks at a Reception for Congressional Candidate Don Sherwood and 
the Pennsylvania Victory Committee in La Plume, Pennsylvania 
October 19, 2006 

Thank you all very much. Please be seat-
ed. I’m glad to be back again. Thanks for 
welcoming me. I am pleased to be here 
with Don Sherwood. He is the right man 
to represent the people of the Tenth Con-
gressional District from the State of Penn-
sylvania. 

He has got a record of accomplishment. 
He has been a strong supporter of those 
brave men and women who wear our Na-
tion’s uniform. He has been a supporter 
of the Tobyhanna Army Depot. He’s a 
strong supporter of Pennsylvania’s dairy 
farmers. When it came time to make sure 
highway money was available for Pennsyl-
vania, he did his job that you expect him 
to do. He’s a person who has been working 
hard to increase jobs here in this part of 
the world. He’s worked to cut taxes on 
the working people. He understands it’s im-
portant to keep the people of the district 
safe. I strongly believe the people in this 
part of Pennsylvania need to send Don 
Sherwood back to the United States Con-
gress. 

And I’m glad Carol is here with us today. 
I read Carol Sherwood’s letter to the citi-
zens of this congressional district. I was 
deeply moved by her words. Carol’s letter 
shows what a caring and courageous woman 
she is. I’m delighted to be here with Carol 
and their daughter Maria. Thanks for com-
ing. 

I am not Sherwood’s first choice to be 
here at the fundraiser. [Laughter] Both he 
and Carol wanted Laura to come. [Laugh-
ter] But she sends her very best to the 
Sherwoods, and she, like me, strongly be-
lieves Don Sherwood ought to be reelected 
to the United States Congress. 

I want to thank Dr. Ned Boehm, the 
president of Keystone College—and Re-
gina. Regina told me she broke her foot 
playing golf. [Laughter] In 21⁄2 years, I’m 

going to try that out myself. [Laughter] But 
thank you very much for letting us use 
this facility on this beautiful campus, and 
thanks very much for being involved in 
higher education. I appreciate your leader-
ship, and I know the people of this part 
of the world do as well. 

I thank very much Rob Gleason, who’s 
the chairman of the Republican State Com-
mittee for Pennsylvania, and Bob Asher, 
who is the national committeeman. The 
reason I bring up these folks is that a lot 
of politics depends upon the capacity of 
the grassroots to do their job. So first, I 
want to thank you very much for raising 
the money, filling the hat. It’s important 
for Don Sherwood’s campaign to be able 
to advertise, and he will continue to do 
so. But in order for him to win, we got 
to turn out the vote. And so for those of 
you who are involved with grassroots poli-
tics, I want to thank you in advance for 
what you’re going to do to get people to 
the polls come November. 

I also want to thank my friend Bill Scran-
ton, who’s with us today. Bill and Maryla 
are fine citizens of this part of the world, 
and I’m proud to call him friend. And I 
really want to thank you for being here. 
Thanks for coming. 

It’s a big campaign coming up, and I 
like being out on the campaign trail be-
cause I like sharing with the people what 
I believe. And I’m looking forward to work-
ing with Congressman Sherwood the next 
time Congress convenes in—not in a lame-
duck session. We got a lot to do. One thing 
we got to do is make sure we become 
less dependent on foreign sources of oil. 
You know, I understand the price of gaso-
line is dropping, but that should not ob-
scure the fact that we have a national secu-
rity problem when it comes to relying upon 
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