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And the stakes in this war could not be
higher. Terrorists and extremists are fight-
ing to overthrow moderate governments
across the broader Middle East so they can
take control of countries and use them as
bases from which to attack America. If we
do not defeat these enemies now, we will
leave our children to face a Middle East
overrun by terrorist states and radical dic-
tators armed with nuclear weapons. We are
in a war that will set the course for this
new century and determine the destiny of
millions across the world. Defeating the
terrorists and extremists is the challenge
of our time and the calling of this genera-
tion.

And like generations that came before,
we will answer history’s call with con-
fidence. We will confront the threats to
our way of life; we will fight for our liberty
without wavering; and we will prevail.

Victory in this war depends on the one
thing that has not changed since the found-
ing of the Air Force six decades ago: the
courage of the men and women who wear
the Air Force blue. We see that courage
in the men and women of the Air Force
who return from battle with wounds they
will carry with them for the rest of their
lives. We see that courage in the airmen
who left our shores to defend freedom and
did not live to make the journey home.
They gave their lives so that their fellow
Americans could enjoy a bright horizon of
freedom and peace. We mourn every loss.
We pray for their families. And here at

this memorial, we consecrate their memory
for the ages.

This memorial lies in sight of Arlington
National Cemetery, where so many of those
fallen airmen are buried. This memorial
also lies in sight of the Pentagon, where
our Nation came under attack. It is a fitting
location. Under these magnificent spires,
we pay tribute to the men and women of
the Air Force who stand ready to give all
for their country. And looking from this
promontory to a place once filled with
smoke and flames, we remember why we
need them.

Every man and woman who has worn
the Air Force uniform is part of a great
history. From the Berlin Airlift to the Ko-
rean war to Vietnam to the Gulf war to
Kosovo and today’s war on terror, a long
blue line of heroes has defended freedom
in the skies above. To all who have climbed
sunward and chased the shouting wind,
America stops to say: Your service and sac-
rifice will be remembered forever and hon-
ored in this place by the citizens of a free
and grateful nation.

May God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of De-
fense Donald H. Rumsfeld, who introduced
the President; Chief Master Sergeant of the
Air Force Rodney J. McKinley; and H. Ross
Perot, Jr., chairman of the board, and Ma,j.
Gen. Edward F. Grillo, Jr., USAF (Ret.),
president, Air Force Memorial Foundation.

Remarks on the United Nations Security Council Resolution on North

Korea
October 14, 2006

Today the United Nations Security
Council passed a unanimous resolution,
sending a clear message to the leader of
North Korea regarding his weapons pro-
grams. This action by the United Nations,

which was swift and tough, says that we
are united in our determination to see to
it that the Korean Peninsula is nuclear-
weapons free.
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I have said all along there is a better
way forward for North Korea. There’s a
better way forward for the people of North
Korea. If the leader of North Korea were
to verifiably end his weapons programs, the
United States and other nations would be
willing to help the nation recover economi-
cally.

The message today, however, says to the
leader of North Korea that the world is

Remarks at the Iftaar Dinner
October 16, 2006

Please be seated. Good evening, and
Ramadan Karim. Welcome to the White
House. Laura and I are really glad you're
here. This is the sixth year that we have
been pleased to host an Iftaar at the White
House. We're honored to be with you, and
once again, we're honored to pay tribute
to the month of Ramadan.

Islam is a religion that brings hope and
comfort to more than a billion people
around the world. It has transcended racial
and ethnic divisions. It has given birth to
a rich culture of learning and literature and
science. And tonight we honor the tradi-
tions of a great faith by hosting the Iftaar
here at the White House.

I'm so pleased our Secretary of State,
Condi Rice, has joined us. Thank you,
Madam Secretary. I'm pleased that Dr.
Elias Zerhouni, who is the Director of the
NIH, is with us. Good to see you, Elias.
I thank Imam Eid from the Islamic Insti-
tute of Boston, who’s with us. I welcome
all the ambassadors and other members of
the diplomatic corps.

Ramadan is the holiest month in the
Muslim calendar. For Muslims in America
and around the world, Ramadan is a special
time of prayer and fasting, contemplation
of God’s greatness, and charity and service
to those in need. And for people of all
faiths, it is a good time to reflect on the
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united in our opposition to his nuclear
weapons plans.
Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. on
the South Grounds at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Chairman Kim
Jong Il of North Korea. He also referred to
U.N. Security Council Resolution 1718.

values we hold in common, including love
of family, gratitude to God, the importance
of community, and a commitment to toler-
ance and religious freedom.

America is a land of many faiths, and
we welcome and honor the Muslim faith
in our Nation. Our society is enriched by
our Muslim citizens. Your commitment to
your faith reminds us all of the precious
gift of religious freedom in our country.
America is a more hopeful nation because
of the talents and generosity and compas-
sion of our Muslim citizens.

Tonight we have with us a group of spe-
cial guests, American Muslims who are
serving our country. We have with us New
York City police officers and a EMT worker
who risked their lives to save their fellow
citizens on 9/11, a military doctor, and a
member of the Navy's Chaplain Corps,
members of our Foreign Service, and mili-
tary veterans who have served in Afghani-
stan and Iraq to protect our country and
help those nations build free and demo-
cratic futures.

One of our guests is Farooq Muhammad.
Farooq is the son of Pakistani immigrants
and was born and raised in Brooklyn. He
spent the past decade with the New York
City Fire Department, first as an emer-
gency medical technician and now as a
paramedic. Farooq was at the World Trade
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