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your children may bless their father’s
name.

On this proud day, the children of
George H.W. Bush bless their father’s
name, the United States Navy honors his
name, and the ship that bears his name
sails into this young century as a symbol
of American strength and freedom. May
God watch over all those who sail this ship,
all those who fly from her deck, and all

those at home who pray for their safe re-
turn.

It is my honor to bring to you the 41st
President, a great dad, George H.W. Bush.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. at
the Northrop Grumman Newport News
Shipyard. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Timothy M. Kaine of Virginia.

Statement on the Death of John J. “Buck™ O’Neil

October 7, 2006

Buck O'Neil represented the best of
America’s national pastime. He devoted his
long and full life to baseball and refused
to allow injustice and discrimination to di-
minish his love of the game and his joyous,

generous spirit. Laura and I extend our
sympathies to his family and friends, and
on behalf of all Americans, we give thanks
for the life of one of the great ambassadors

in baseball history.

Remarks on the Situation in North Korea

October 9, 2006

Last night the Government of North
Korea proclaimed to the world that it had
conducted a nuclear test. We're working
to confirm North Korea’s claim. Nonethe-
less, such a claim itself constitutes a threat
to international peace and security. The
United States condemns this provocative
act. Once again North Korea has defied
the will of the international community,
and the international community will re-
spond.

This was confirmed this morning in con-
versations I had with leaders of China and
South Korea, Russia, and Japan. We re-
affirmed our commitment to a nuclear-free
Korean Peninsula, and all of us agreed that
the proclaimed actions taken by North
Korea are unacceptable and deserve an im-
mediate response by the United Nations
Security Council.
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The North Korean regime remains one
of the world’s leading proliferator of missile
technology, including transfers to Iran and
Syria. The transfer of nuclear weapons or
material by North Korea to states or non-
state entities would be considered a grave
threat to the United States, and we would
hold North Korea fully accountable of the
consequences of such action.

The United States remains committed to
diplomacy, and we will continue to protect
ourselves and our interests. I reaffirmed to
our allies in the region, including South
Korea and Japan, that the United States
will meet the full range of our deterrent
and security commitments.

Threats will not lead to a brighter future
for the North Korean people nor weaken
the resolve of the United States and our
allies to achieve the denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula. Today’s claim by North
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Korea serves only to raise tensions, while
depriving the North Korean people of the
increased prosperity and better relations
with the world offered by the implementa-
tion of the joint statement of the six-party
talks. The oppressed and impoverished peo-
ple of North Korea deserve that brighter
future.
Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:58 a.m. in
the Diplomatic Reception Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
President Hu Jintao of China; President Roh
Moo-hyun of South Korea; President Vladi-
mir V. Putin of Russia; and Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe of Japan.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Alan Garcia Perez of Peru

October 10, 2006

President  Bush.  Bienvenidos, = Mr.
Presidente, a la Casa Blanca. T'm proud
to welcome the President of Peru to the
Oval Office. We've had a fascinating and
important discussion. First of all, T appre-
ciated his experience, and I appreciated his
advice on some key issues. He comes to
the Oval Office as a friend, somebody with
whom I can have good working relations.

We talked about world issues, we talked
about issues regarding South America and
Central America, and we talked about our
bilateral relations. The central issue facing
us right now is the passage of a free trade
agreement. I assured the President that I
will work with Congress as soon as possible
to get this agreement passed. We talked
about the need for both countries to work
closely to fight drugs, and I appreciated
the President’s attitude and understanding
of this important issue.

And we talked about the need to work
together to help promote social justice. The
President has a big heart. He cares deeply
about those who suffer. And I assured the
President it’s in our Nation’s interest that
we work with our friends in the—in South
America to promote good education and
good health care and good opportunities.

All in all, it was an excellent meeting.
And, Mr. President, welcome.

President Garcia Perez. Thank you. I am
very happy to be here for the first time

in the Oval Office. President Bush and I
have agreed on the general topics that we
discussed, in terms of strengthening democ-
racy and also strengthening relations be-
tween developed countries and developing
countries. And one basic tool for that goal
is free trade. And we are very satisfied to
have heard President Bush’s promise to
work with the Congress to push forward
the passage of a free trade agreement with
Peru.

And we have explained today that in
terms of free trade, we are looking for an
agreement that does much as focus on the
most modern or the most significant eco-
nomic groups in the country. We are also
looking to have a free trade agreement that
is focused internally and that will benefit
our entire population, all our productive
sectors, including the less advantaged sec-
tors, so that they may export to the world
and to the United States in particular.

We see the free trade agreement as one
of our tools in our fight against poverty
and also a tool for us to strengthen equal-
ity. Also, however, it is a tool that will
help us achieve security through democracy
and to give our population a road, a goal,
and an aspiration in terms of economic de-
velopment in the country.

We see our role as a country in terms
of helping strengthen democracy and
achieving f{riendship without threat in our
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