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We talked about how nations must re-
spond to pandemic like HIV/AIDS, and I 
assured him the United States of America 
will continue to take the lead to help allevi-
ate suffering. We talked about helping the 
young democracy in Afghanistan. I thought 
it was amazing, when I thought back about 
the same experience my dad, as a young 
man, had with the Japanese. Something 
happened between 41’s time in the Navy 
and 43’s time in the Presidency. And what 
happened was, Japan adopted a Japanese- 
style democracy, and the lesson is, liberty 
can convert enemies into allies. Someday 
an American President will be sitting down 
with duly elected leaders in the Middle 
East talking about how to keep the peace, 
and a young generation of Americans will 
be better off. 

Those are the stakes. Thanks for helping. 
God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:27 p.m. at 
the Inverness Hotel and Conference Center. 
In his remarks, he referred to Frances W. 
Owens, wife of Gov. William F. Owens of 
Colorado; Lynn Hefley, wife of Rep. Joel 
Hefley; Janet Suthers, wife of Colorado State 
Attorney General John W. Suthers; Cynthia 
Coffman, wife of Colorado State Treasurer 
Mike Coffman; Lance Rowland, husband of 
Mesa County Commissioner and candidate 
for Colorado Lieutenant Governor Janet 
Rowland; former Sen. William L. Armstrong; 
Bob Martinez, State chair, Colorado Repub-
lican Party; pro football Hall of Famer John 
Elway; Bruce Benson, chair and president, 
Benson Mineral Group, Inc.; and former 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Remarks at the Department of Education 
October 5, 2006 

I want to thank Secretary Spellings and 
her fine team for welcoming me here to 
the Department of Education. I have just 
reassured the Secretary and the folks who 
work here that the reauthorization of the 
No Child Left Behind Act is a priority of 
this administration. And the reason I say 
it’s a priority is because this act is working. 
We strongly believe in setting high stand-
ards for all students, and we strongly be-
lieve that in order to make sure those 
standards are met, we must measure to de-
termine whether or not the schools are 
functioning the way we expect them to 
function and the way the parents expect 
them to function and the way the taxpayers 
expect them to function. 

No Child Left Behind is working, and 
we’ve been strategizing here as to how to 
make sure we not only defend it during 
the reauthorization process but how we 
strengthen the law. 

And so I want to thank you all for your 
work. I particularly want to thank the 
teachers and principals who have taken the 
No Child Left Behind Act and have imple-
mented it and have seen the dramatic re-
sults that can be achieved by rigorous aca-
demics and strong curriculum and hard 
work in the classroom. 

The most important function of Govern-
ment at home is to make sure that a child 
receives an excellent education, and that’s 
particularly important in a world that is be-
coming more globalized. I’m optimistic we 
can achieve our objectives. I know this law 
is working, and I look forward to working 
with Congress in the next legislative session 
to reauthorize and strengthen the No Child 
Left Behind Act. 

Thank you. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:45 Oct 01, 2010 Jkt 211655 PO 00000 Frm 00470 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\211655A.014 211655Arm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
29

S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



1783 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Oct. 5 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-

leased a Spanish language transcript of these 
remarks. 

Remarks at Woodridge Elementary and Middle Campus 
October 5, 2006 

Thank you all. Thank you for the warm 
welcome. Thank you for inviting Madam 
Secretary and me to your school. It’s nice 
to be introduced by somebody with a Texas 
accent. [Laughter] She’s a good buddy, and 
she is doing a fine job as the Secretary 
of Education. And so, Margaret, thank you 
very much for your service. 

I’m glad to be at Woodridge as well. 
I’m here because this is one of America’s 
fine public charter schools. I’m here to re-
mind people that charter schools work, and 
they can make a difference in the lives 
of our children. So I want to thank you 
for letting me come. I want to thank the 
teachers and the administrators and the 
principals—and the principal for setting 
high expectations. I know that sounds sim-
ple, but you know what happens when you 
set low expectations? You get low results. 
And so a center of excellence is always 
a place of learning where people believe 
the best. And I want to thank the folks 
here for setting high expectations. I want 
to thank you for achieving results. 

I applaud the parents of the students 
who are here for being—and I applaud you 
for being involved in the life of your chil-
dren, particularly when it comes to one of 
the most important aspects of their devel-
opment, and that is school. And I want 
to thank the students for letting me come 
too. 

I want to thank Mary, the principal. You 
know, one of the things I have found, and 
I’ve spent a lot of time in schoolhouses 
as a result of being the Governor and the 
President, is that a good school always has 
a good principal. And Mary Dunnock must 
be a good principal because this is a good 

school. And I applaud you for being an 
educational entrepreneur. An educational 
entrepreneur is somebody who is willing 
to challenge failure and mediocrity if she 
finds it because failure and mediocrity are 
unacceptable in any classroom anywhere in 
the United States. 

I thank Donald Hense for joining us, 
founder and chairman of the board of trust-
ees of the Friendship Public Charter 
School. Mr. Hense told me he had the 
opportunity of meeting my mother one 
time, and I said to him, ‘‘Well, you met 
the A-team then.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘Now you 
met the B-team.’’ [Laughter] But thank you 
for your leadership. I welcome the mem-
bers of the Friendship Public Charter 
School Board. Thank you for coming. 

Being on a school board is difficult work, 
I know. Being on a school board that chal-
lenges the status quo is important work, 
and I thank you for that. It means a dif-
ference—I was in Lyle Brown’s class. Lyle 
is not here. He’s still teaching. But one 
of the things I saw was a teacher who loves 
being a teacher. And I applaud the teachers 
in this school and teachers all around the 
country who are adding to the great future 
of our country. 

I was in Max Brooks’s class. He’s not 
here either, but he is the facilitator in 
what’s called a SmartLab. They didn’t have 
SmartLabs when I was going to elementary 
or junior high school. They’ve got one here. 
And it’s an innovative program that teaches 
people practical skills. 

You know, one of the interesting ques-
tions I like to ask to students when I go 
into the classroom is, how many of you 
are going to go to college? You’ll be 
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