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better world—and Dean Heller is such a
man.

Thanks for coming. God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:29 p.m. at
the Mercury Air Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Lynne Heller, wife of congres-
sional candidate Dean Heller; Gov. Kenny
C. Guinn of Nevada and his wife, Dema;

Mayor Bob Cashell of Reno, NV; Prime Min-
ister Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey;
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, senior Al Qaida
leader responsible for planning the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was
captured in Pakistan on March 1, 2003; and
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.
He also referred to S. 3930, the “Military
Commissions Act of 2006.”

Memorandum on Promoting Sustainable Fisheries and Ending Destructive

Fishing Practices
October 2, 2006

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Commerce

Subject: Promoting Sustainable Fisheries
and Ending Destructive Fishing Practices

It shall be the policy of the United
States, in advancing the interests of the
American people, to support the mainte-
nance and use of sustainable fisheries (1)
as a source of nutritious food for the
United States and the rest of the world,
and (2) to meet the needs of commercial
and recreational fishing. To implement the
policy set forth above, the Secretary of
State, after consultation with the Secretary
of Commerce, shall:

(1) work with other countries and inter-
national organizations to eliminate
fishing practices that (a) jeopardize
fish stocks or the habitats that support
them, or (b) provide a commercial ad-
vantage to those who engage in such
practices that is unfair in comparison
with their competitors;

(2) work within Regional Fishery Man-
agement Organizations (RFMOs), and
through other cooperative arrange-
ments, to establish rules based on
sound science to enhance sustainable
fishing practices and to phase out de-
structive fishing practices;

(3) work with other countries to establish
new RFMOs, or other cooperative in-
stitutional arrangements, to protect
ecosystems in high seas areas where
no competent RFMO or other ar-
rangement exists, including calling on
all nations to protect vulnerable ma-
rine ecosystems by prohibiting their
vessels from engaging in destructive
fishing practices in areas of the high
seas where there are no applicable
conservation or management measures
or in areas with no applicable inter-
national fishery management organiza-
tion or agreement, until such time as
conservation and management meas-
ures consistent with the goals of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act (Public
Law 94-265, as amended), the United
Nations Fish Stocks Agreement, and
other relevant instruments are adopt-
ed and implemented to regulate such
vessels and fisheries;

(4) work with other countries to develop
and promulgate criteria to guide the
determination of which marine eco-
systems are or are not at risk of dam-
age or loss because of destructive fish-
ing practices; and
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(5) work with other countries to combat
through enhanced monitoring and sur-
veillance, including through the use
of Vessel Monitoring Systems and
other technologies, fishing that is un-
lawful, unregulated, and unreported.

Further, to implement the policy set
forth above, the Secretary of State, after
consultation with the Secretary of Com-
merce, shall carry out diplomatic activities
for the purposes of (a) ending destructive
fishing practices, and (b) promoting rules
based on sound science to support sustain-
able fisheries and to end destructive fishing
practices.

As used in this memorandum, the term
“destructive fishing practices” are practices
that destroy the long-term natural produc-
tivity of fish stocks or habitats such as

seamounts, corals, and sponge fields for
short-term gain.

This memorandum shall be implemented
consistent with applicable law and subject
to the availability of appropriations. It is
intended only to improve the internal man-
agement of the executive branch and is not
intended to, and does not, create any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural, en-
forceable at law or in equity by a party
against the United States, its departments,
agencies, entities, officers, employees, or
agents, or any other person.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NoTE: This memorandum was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on October
3. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memo-
randum.

Remarks at a Breakfast for Congressional Candidate Richard W. Pombo in

Stockton, California
October 3, 2006

Thank you all very much. Thanks a lot.
Please be seated. I don’t want your eggs
to get cold. [Laughter] Mr. Chairman,
thank you for welcoming me to your dis-
trict. I'm proud to be here on behalf of
Richard Pombo, and I'm proud to be able
to tell the people of the State of California,
he’s doing a fine job for the people of
this district.

I know firsthand; I watch him up close;
I've seen him in action. I think it makes
sense for people from the State of Cali-
fornia to send somebody to Washington,
DC, who trusts the people of California.
And that’s Richard Pombo. I think it makes
sense to send somebody from the State of
California to Washington, DC, who knows
what it means to make a living off the
land. And that’s Richard Pombo.

In all due respect to those of you who
are here who are attorneys of law—[laugh-
ter]|—we've got enough of those kind of
people in Washington. [Laughter] It makes
sense to have a rancher and a farmer speak
commonsense language. See, what we need
is some common sense in Washington, DC.
Chairman Richard Pombo brings common
sense to the big debates of our time. He
brings practical experience when it comes
to promoting cooperative conservation.

He understands, like I understand, that
being dependent on foreign oil endangers
the United States of America. It’s a national
security risk and an economic security risk.
Richard Pombo thinks strategically on be-
half of the people of this district and the
United States. I'm proud to support his
efforts to pass comprehensive energy. See,
he and I know that technology is going
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