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amazed at the incredible courage that our 
fellow citizens who wear the uniform show 
on a regular basis. 

I think of two Navy SEALs named Mat-
thew Axelson and Danny Dietz. In June 
of 2005, they were part of a SEAL team 
operating deep in the mountains of Afghan-
istan on a mission to kill or capture a 
Taliban leader. They were discovered, and 
they were soon surrounded in a mountain 
ravine by 30 to 40 Taliban fighters. During 
the firefight that ensued, Axelson urged an 
injured teammate to escape, and he pro-
vided cover before suffering a mortal 
wound. Fighting nearby, his partner, Dietz, 
was also mortally wounded, but he stood 
his ground and kept firing until finally— 
he finally died. 

Because of the courage of Petty Officers 
Axelson and Dietz, their wounded team-
mate made it out alive. For their heroism, 
these two petty officers were awarded the 
Navy Cross. But I want you to hear what 
Petty Officer Dietz’s wife said about her 
husband and his comrades in arms. She 
said, ‘‘Danny and his brothers went toward 

evil and ran forward and gave their last 
breath.’’ 

We live in freedom because of the cour-
age of men like Matthew and Danny, and 
we will honor their sacrifice by completing 
the mission. From Afghanistan and Iraq to 
Africa and Southeast Asia, we are engaged 
in a struggle against violent extremists, a 
struggle which will help determine the des-
tiny of the civilized world. We’ve borne 
these responsibilities before, and we have 
seen our faith in freedom vindicated by 
history. In this young century, a new gen-
eration of Americans is being called to de-
fend liberty, and once again, the cause of 
liberty and peace will prevail. 

Thank you for coming. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:36 a.m. at 
the Wardman Park Marriott Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Capt. Michael P. 
Smith, USN (Ret.), national president, Re-
serve Officers Association; Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; 
Attorney General Abdul Jabbar Sabbit of Af-
ghanistan; and Prime Minister Tony Blair of 
the United Kingdom. 

Remarks Following Discussions With President Nursultan Nazarbayev of 
Kazakhstan 
September 29, 2006 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
for coming. It’s been my honor to welcome 
the President of Kazakhstan back to the 
Oval Office. He informed me that the first 
time he was here was when my dad was 
the President. And I welcome you back. 

We’ve just had a very important and in-
teresting discussion. We discussed our de-
sire to defeat extremism and our mutual 
desire to support the forces of moderation 
throughout the world. I thanked the Presi-
dent for his contribution to helping a new 
democracy in Iraq survive and thrive and 
grow. 

I thank very much the President for his 
concerns about Afghanistan’s democracy 
and his willingness to help in Afghanistan. 
We talked about our mutual—our bilateral 
relations and our mutual desire to—for 
Kazakhstan to join the WTO. We talked 
about our commitment to institutions that 
will enable liberty to flourish. 

I have watched very carefully the devel-
opment of this important country from one 
that was in the Soviet sphere to one that 
now is a free nation. And I appreciate your 
leadership, Mr. President. And I welcome 
you here to the White House, and I’m 
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looking forward to buying you lunch. 
[Laughter] 

President Nazarbayev. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President, for hospitality and for 
warm feelings that I feel in this country 
and for the invitation. This is the third time 
that I’m in the Oval room since the inde-
pendence of our country and as I am the 
President of Kazakhstan. And Kazakh na-
tion never had experienced statehood be-
fore, and I had this blessing of becoming 
the first President of Kazakhstan, and the 
United States was the country that sup-
ported our independence and recognized 
it from the very first days. Thus in econom-
ics, in energy partnership, in policy, in war 
on terrorism, we’ve truly become close 
partners. 

And Kazakhstan today is very proud that 
we have the highest rate of economic 
growth in the world, and a lot of countries 
learn from the experience of Kazakhstan 
today. But that wouldn’t be possible if 
Taliban would not be defeated in Afghani-
stan. And that war was led by United 
States. And nobody in central Asia will feel 
safe and peace if we’d be surrounded by 
countries populated with terrorist people, 

and if we’d be surrounded by countries 
where some people crave to put their hands 
on the nuclear weapons, which Kazakhstan 
renounced in the past voluntarily, and thus 
contributed significantly to global security. 

The United States is the major investor, 
foreign investor into Kazakhstan. One-third 
of all foreign investments in Kazakhstan are 
from United States. And after this meeting, 
we’ll publish the joint declaration, and you 
will—in that declaration, you will read 
about the details and what we have dis-
cussed and what we have achieved during 
these negotiations. 

And I’m here today to tell once again 
that Kazakhstan is a friend of the United 
States because the United States is the 
country that guaranteed stability and pro-
tection of Kazakhstan when Kazakhstan re-
nounced nuclear weapons. And we will con-
tinue to work in all fields of our coopera-
tion that exist today. 

President Bush. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. Presi-
dent Nazarbayev spoke in Russian, and his 
remarks were translated by an interpreter. 

Joint Statement by the United States of America and the Republic of 
Kazakhstan 
September 29, 2006 

We express satisfaction with the progress 
the United States and Kazakhstan have 
made in advancing our strategic partner-
ship, and declare our commitment to a 
shared vision of stability, prosperity, and 
democratic reform in Central Asia and the 
broader region. 

We affirm our commitment to advancing 
that vision through an increasingly dynamic 
and varied partnership that advances our 
global and regional objectives. We will 
deepen our cooperation in fighting inter-
national terrorism and the proliferation of 

weapons of mass destruction. We will 
strengthen our cooperation to enhance re-
gional security and economic integration 
and the reconstruction of Afghanistan and 
Iraq. We will expand our joint activities 
to ensure the development of energy re-
sources, while supporting economic diver-
sification and reform, market principles, 
and the development of small- and me-
dium-size enterprises. We recognize that 
peaceful democratization invests citizens in 
the future of their nation. Developing 
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