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Statement on Senate Passage of Military Commissions Legislation

September 28, 2006

Today the Senate sent a strong signal
to the terrorists that we will continue using
every element of national power to pursue
our enemies and to prevent attacks on
America. The “Military Commissions Act
of 2006” will allow the continuation of a
CIA program that has been one of Amer-
ica’s most potent tools in fighting the war
on terror. Under this program, suspected
terrorists have been detained and ques-
tioned about threats against our country.

Information we have learned from the pro-
gram has helped save lives at home and
abroad. By authorizing the creation of mili-
tary commissions, the act will also allow
us to prosecute suspected terrorists for war
crimes.

Our most solemn responsibility is pro-
tecting America’s security, and I thank the
Senate for passing this vital legislation.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 3930.

Message on the Observance of Yom Kippur, 5767

September 28, 2006

Know therefore that the LORD your God
is God, the faithful God who keeps cov-
enant and steadfast love with those who
love him and keep his commandments, to
a thousand generations . . .

DEUTERONOMY 7:9

On this most holy day of the Jewish cal-
endar, Jews celebrate God’s goodness and
reflect on their lives. Yom Kippur is a sol-
emn time to express thanksgiving that the
Almighty remembers the names of all His
children. During this blessed Day of Atone-
ment, Jewish people gather in synagogues,
consider their deeds and actions, and cele-
brate as the sound of the Shofar proclaims

the forgiveness and mercy shown by the
Creator of life.

As the High Holy Days come to an end,
the Jewish people in America and around
the world remind us of the gift of religious
freedom and the blessings of God’s stead-
fast love. On Yom Kippur and throughout
the year, your deep commitment to faith
helps make the world a more hopeful and
peaceful place.

Laura and I send our best wishes for
a blessed Yom Kippur.

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks to the Reserve Officers Association

September 29, 2006

Thanks, Captain Smith, for your kind in-
troduction. Thank you all for being here,
and thank you for the warm welcome. I
am honored to stand with the men and

women of the Reserve Officers Association.
For more than 80 years, this organization
has stood up for America and its citizen
soldiers, and I appreciate your contribution
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