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with 22 bilateral instruments that subse-
quently were signed between the United
States and European Union Member States
in order to implement the Agreement with
the EU, and an explanatory note that is
an integral part of the Agreement. I also
transmit, for the information of the Senate,
the report of the Department of State with
respect to the Agreement and bilateral in-
struments. The bilateral instruments with
three EU Member States, Estonia, Latvia,
and Malta, take the form of comprehensive
new extradition treaties, and therefore will
be submitted individually.

A parallel agreement with the European
Union on mutual legal assistance, together
with bilateral instruments, will be trans-
mitted to the Senate separately. These two
agreements are the first law enforcement
agreements concluded between the United
States and the European Union. Together
they serve to modernize and expand in im-
portant respects the law enforcement rela-
tionships between the United States and
the 25 EU Member States, as well as for-
malize and strengthen the institutional
framework for law enforcement relations
between the United States and the Euro-
pean Union itself.

The U.S.-EU Extradition Agreement
contains several provisions that should im-

prove the scope and operation of bilateral
extradition treaties in force between the
United States and each EU Member State.
For example, it requires replacing outdated
lists of extraditable offenses included in 10
older bilateral treaties with the modern
“dual criminality” approach, thereby ena-
bling coverage of such newer offenses as
money laundering. Another important pro-
vision ensures that a U.S. extradition re-
quest is not disfavored by an EU Member
State that receives a competing request for
the person from another Member State
pursuant to the newly created European
Arrest Warrant. Finally, the Extradition
Agreement simplifies procedural require-
ments for preparing and transmitting extra-
dition documents, easing and speeding the
current process.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Agree-
ment and bilateral instruments.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
September 27, 2006.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 28.
An original was not available for verification
of the content of this message.

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Republican Senate Conference

September 28, 2006

I just had a really constructive and inter-
esting session with Republican Members of
the United States Senate. I'm impressed
by the leadership here in the Senate. I'm
impressed by the caliber of people that
serve our country.

I want to congratulate the House for
passing a very vital piece of legislation that
will give us the tools necessary to protect
the American people, and that's the
Hamdan legislation. That’s the legislation

that will give us the capacity to be able
to interrogate high-valued detainees and, at
the same time, give us the capacity to try
people who—in our military tribunals.

In speaking to the Senate, I urged them
to get this legislation to my desk as soon
as possible. Senator Frist and Senator
McConnell committed to that end. The
American people need to know we're work-
ing together to win this war on terror. Our
most important responsibility is to protect
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the American people from further attack,
and we cannot be able to tell the American
people we're doing our full job unless we
have the tools necessary to do so. And this
legislation passed in the House yesterday
is a part of making sure that we do have
the capacity to protect you.

Our most solemn job is the security of
this country. People shouldn’t forget there’s
still an enemy out there that wants to do
harm to the United States. And therefore,

a lot of my discussion with the Members
of the Senate was to remind them of this
solemn responsibility. And so I look for-
ward to you passing good legislation, Sen-
ators. Thank you for having me. Appreciate
your time.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:16 a.m. at
the U.S. Capitol. In his remarks, he referred
to H.R. 6166.

Remarks on Energy in Hoover, Alabama

September 28, 2006

You know, the price of gasoline has been
dropping, and that’'s good news for the
American consumer, it'’s good news for the
small-business owners, it’s good news for
the farmers. But it’s very important for us
to remember that we still have an issue
when it comes to dependence on foreign
oil. And one way to become less dependent
on foreign oil is for us to develop new
ways to power our automobiles right here
in America.

And so I've come to Hoover, Alabama,
to recognize this city for being innovative
and progressive and for having a good foot-
ball team. [Laughter] 1 want to thank
Mayor Tony Petelos and the city council
for serving and leading. See, what we have
just witnessed is a police force that is filling
up its vehicles with a fuel called E-85.
When you hear somebody talk about fuel
E-85, that means 85 percent of the fuel
comes from ethanol. And ethanol is pro-
duced from corn, and corn is grown right
here in the United States of America.

One way to become less dependent on
foreign oil is to use American-grown prod-
ucts to power our automobiles. And that’s
what we just witnessed. So I asked Officer
Parker of the Hoover Police Department,
I said, “Do you like using E-85?P” See,
he has a choice, because there are what
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we call flex-fuel vehicles. He can either
use ethanol-based fuel or regular gasoline.
As a matter of fact, there’s a lot of cars
in the United States that are flex fuel, and
some of you probably don’t even know
youve got a car that’s flex fuel. It doesn’t
cost much money, by the way, to convert
a regular automobile, an automobile that
uses gasoline, to a flex-fuel car.

So anyway, so I said to Officer Parker,
I said, first, I told him thanks for serving.
And then I said, “You've got a choice, don’t
you, between gasoline and E-85?” He said,
“I do.” I said, “Which one do you pick?”
He said, “E-85.” I said, “Why?” He said,
“Because it'’s got a little better get up to
it.” In other words, it works just fine.

And it works just fine for other reasons
as well. It works just fine because it helps
keep our air clean. It works just fine be-
cause it helps address a national security
issue. So one of the important policies of
governments ought to be to encourage the
production and use of ethanol. And there’s
a Federal role for that. In other words,
we provide tax credits. We think it’s in
our national interest that ethanol penetrate
more market—in other words, more people
use ethanol.
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