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* White House correction. 

And we are, in fact—this measure of sus-
pension of aid to North Korea, I believe, 
is in line with the implementation of the 
U.N. security resolution on North Korea. 
And as for other sanctions you have men-
tioned by the United States, these are 
being done in line with the U.S. law en-
forcement. And so we would be—we would 
not delve into this at this time. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:53 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Chairman Kim Jong 
Il of North Korea. A reporter referred to 
former Secretary of State Colin L. Powell. 

Statement on the Death of Ann Richards 
September 14, 2006 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
passing of Governor Ann Richards of Texas. 
Ann loved Texas, and Texans loved her. 
As a public servant, she earned respect and 
admiration. Ann became a national role 

model, and her charm, wit, and candor 
brought a refreshing vitality to public life. 
We extend our sympathies to Ann’s family 
and friends. Texas has lost one of its great 
daughters. 

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Earkmark Reform 
September 14, 2006 

I applaud the House of Representatives 
for voting again this week in support of 
greater transparency and accountability in 
Government. H.R. 1000 [H. Res. 1000] * 
would shine a brighter light on earmarks 
by requiring disclosure of the sponsors of 

each provision. This reform would help im-
prove the legislative process by making sure 
both lawmakers and the public are better 
informed before Congress votes to spend 
the taxpayers’ money. 

Statement on Senate Passage of Port Security Improvement Legislation 
September 14, 2006 

Today the Senate passed legislation to 
strengthen my administration’s efforts to se-
cure our ports and detect dangers before 
they reach America’s shores. 

By furthering our coordination with re-
sponsible countries throughout the world, 
the ‘‘Port Security Improvement Act of 

2006’’ will help secure the global supply 
chain and help ensure the smooth flow of 
commerce into and out of the United 
States. I am pleased this bill codifies several 
administration efforts that have already sub-
stantially improved security at our ports, 
including the Container Security Initiative, 
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which identifies and inspects cargo at for-
eign ports before they are placed on vessels 
destined for the United States, and the 
Customs-Trade Partnership Against Ter-
rorism, which helps our international trad-
ing partners secure their supply chains be-
fore shipping goods into our country. 

I look forward to the House and Senate 
resolving their differences in conference 
and sending this legislation to me for my 
signature. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4954. 

The President’s News Conference 
September 15, 2006 

The President. It’s always a pleasure to 
be introduced into the Rose Garden. Thank 
you, Wendell [Wendell Goler, FOX News 
Channel]. Thank you for coming. I’m look-
ing forward to answering some of your 
questions. 

This week, our Nation paused to mark 
the fifth anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. 
It was a tough day for a lot of our citizens. 
I was so honored to meet with family mem-
bers and first-responders, workers at the 
Pentagon, all who still had heaviness in 
their heart. But they asked me a question— 
you know, they kept asking me, ‘‘What do 
you think the level of determination for 
this country is in order to protect our-
selves?’’ That’s what they want to know. 

You know, for me, it was a reminder 
about how I felt right after 9/11. I felt 
a sense of determination and conviction 
about doing everything that is necessary to 
protect the people. I’m going to go back 
to New York to address the United Nations 
General Assembly. I’m going to talk to 
world leaders gathered there about our ob-
ligation to defend civilization and liberty, 
to support the forces of freedom and mod-
eration throughout the Middle East. As we 
work with the international community to 
defeat the terrorists and extremists, to pro-
vide an alternative to their hateful ideology, 
we must also provide our military and intel-
ligence professionals with the tools they 
need to protect our country from another 
attack. And the reason they need those 

tools is because the enemy wants to attack 
us again. 

Right here in the Oval Office, I get 
briefed nearly every morning about the na-
ture of this world, and I get briefed about 
the desire of an enemy to hurt America. 
And it’s a sobering experience, as I’m sure 
you can imagine. I wish that weren’t the 
case, you know. But it is the case. And 
therefore, I believe it is vital that our folks 
on the frontline have the tools necessary 
to protect the American people. 

There are two vital pieces of legislation 
in Congress now that I think are necessary 
to help us win the war on terror. We will 
work with members of both parties to get 
legislation that works out of the Congress. 
The first bill will allow us to use military 
commissions to try suspected terrorists for 
war crimes. We need the legislation be-
cause the Supreme Court recently ruled 
that military commissions must be explicitly 
authorized by Congress. So we’re working 
with Congress. The Supreme Court said, 
‘‘You must work with Congress.’’ We are 
working with Congress to get a good piece 
of legislation out. 

The bill I have proposed will ensure that 
suspected terrorists will receive full and fair 
trials without revealing to them our Na-
tion’s sensitive intelligence secrets. As soon 
as Congress acts on this bill, the man our 
intelligence agencies believe helped orches-
trate the 9/11 attacks can face justice. 
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