AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Sept. 14

Remarks to Reporters Following a Meeting With the House Republican

Conference
September 14, 2006

Thank you very much. It's an honor to
meet with the Capitol press corps, and a
few White House—a few White House
folks scattered in. Just had a great visit
with House Members—House Republican
Members. I talked about a lot of issues
and answered questions. I thanked them
for the House Armed Services Committee
passing a very important piece of legislation
in a bipartisan fashion that will give us the
tools and wherewithal to protect this coun-
try. I reminded them that the most impor-
tant job of Government is to protect the

homeland, and yesterday they advanced an
important piece of legislation to do just
that. Tll continue to work with Members
of the Congress to get good legislation so
we can do our duty.

It’s nice seeing you all. Thank you very
much.

NotE: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. at
the U.S. Capitol. In his remarks, he referred
to H.R. 6054, the “Military Commissions Act
of 2006.” A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Roh Moo-hyun of South
Korea and an Exchange With Reporters

September 14, 2006

President Bush. Welcome to the White
House. T will give an opening statement;
the President will give an opening state-
ment; we will answer two questions a side.

Mr. President, thank you for coming.
The relationship between the United States
and South Korea is a strong and vital rela-
tionship. Today we talked about how to
strengthen our commitment to peace and
security on the Korean Peninsula. All our
discussions began with the notion that our
alliance is important to security and peace
in the Far East. I thank the President, the
South Korean Government, and the people
of South Korea for sending troops into Iraq
to help that young democracy realize the
benefits of liberty.

We reaffirmed our commitment to the
six-party talks so that we can peacefully
deal with the North Korean issue. We
talked about our economic relations and the
importance of a free trade agreement to
benefit our respective peoples.

And finally, the President talked to me
about a visa waiver policy. He strongly ad-
vocated the need for there to be a visa
waiver for the people of South Korea. I
assured him we will work together to see
if we can’t get this issue resolved as quickly
as possible.

We've had a very friendly and very
meaningful dialog, and I'm glad you came,
Mr. President. Please.

President Roh. First of all, T would like
to offer my sincere condolences and sym-
pathies, and those of the Korean people,
for the tragedy of 9/11, which struck 5
years ago.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

President Roh. 1 would like to also reit-
erate our support for the war against terror
and of President Bush, the people of the
United States. And we stand with you,
President Bush, and the people of America
in your fight against terror.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.
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