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the remarks of the First Lady, who intro-
duced the President. The related Executive
order improving assistance for disaster vic-

tims is listed in Appendix D at the end of
the volume.

Remarks at Cotham’s in the City and an Exchange With Reporters in Little

Rock, Arkansas
August 30, 2006

The President. Asa recommended I come
in and get some fried chocolate chip pie,
so I did. I'm looking forward to eating it.
It's a pleasure to be here with you. I've
known Asa for a long time. He’s the kind
of fellow who can set an agenda and then
achieve the results necessary to get the job
done. I've seen him first hand in Wash-
ington. He’s a fellow I called upon to help
us get the Homeland Security Department
up and running. And so I want to thank
you for having me come here.

Asa Hutchinson. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. T'm proud to call you
friend, and thanks for the advice.

Mr. Hutchinson. You can’t beat the fried
pie here at Cotham’s in Little Rock.

The President. Well, I'm looking forward
to eating it. When you get to 60, you've
got to be a little careful about what you
eat. But nevertheless, I'm going to give it
a shot, on the recommendation of my
friends. Anyway, it's good to be back here
in Little Rock. This is a good town. I've
come here a lot, as candidate and as Presi-
dent. I appreciate my friends here; I appre-
ciate the values of the people that live in
this State. I hope to be back soon. Any-
way:

Mr. Hutchinson. Mr. President, we're
glad to have you. It's been a great visit.
Thanks for helping us out. And we wel-

come you back anytime. And thank you
for your leadership.

The President. Thank you, sir. We'll see
you all in Tennessee.

President’s Upcoming Speeches/War on
Terror

Q. Sir, do you think your new series of
speeches are going to have an impact on
midterm elections?

The President. My series of speeches,
theyre not political speeches. Theyre
speeches about the future of this country,
and they’re speeches to make it clear that
if we retreat before the job is done, this
Nation would become even more in jeop-
ardy.

These are important times, and I seri-
ously hope people wouldn’t politicize these
issues that I'm going to talk about. We
have a duty in this country to defeat terror-
ists. That's why we’ll stay on the offense
and bring them to justice before they hurt
us, and that’s why welll work to spread
liberty in order to spread the peace.

Anyway, thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. Partici-
pating in the event was gubernatorial can-
didate Asa Hutchinson of Arkansas. A tape
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.
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Remarks at a Dinner for Senatorial Candidate Robert Corker and the
Tennessee Republican Party in Nashville, Tennessee

August 30, 2006

Thanks for the warm welcome. Appre-
ciate you treating this Texan with such a
warm Tennessee welcome. What Corker
didn’t tell you was, is that the first choice
was Laura for the dinner—[laughter]—who,
by the way, sends her love to all our friends
and agrees with me that Bob Corker is
the right man for the United States Senate
for Tennessee.

I think it makes sense to send somebody
up to Washington who’s not a lawyer.
Nothing wrong with lawyers, but we got
a lot of them up there. [Laughter] It makes
sense to have somebody who understands
how the economy works because he was
a businessman. It makes sense to send
somebody up there who understands how
local communities work because he was the
mayor of an important Tennessee city. It
makes sense to send a man of integrity
and decency to Washington, DC. And that
man is Bob Corker.

I'm proud to call him friend, and you'll
be proud to call him United States Senator.
And I want to thank you for your help.
I thank you for giving of your money, and
I urge you to give of your time. I know
there’s a lot of grassroots activists who are
here. And Bob and Elizabeth are going to
be counting on your help coming down the
stretch. He’s got the message; he’s got the
courage; but he’s going to need you to put
up the signs and make the phone calls and
go to community centers and remind the
good people of this State—Republican,
Democrat, and independent—that when
you have somebody of his caliber, they
need to go to the polls and put him in
office.

So thanks for coming. Thanks for orga-
nizing this great dinner. And I'm proud
to be here. And when Corker gets elected,
he’s going to be replacing one of the finest
citizens your State has ever produced in
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Bill Frist. It's been my high honor to serve
with him, and we’re not through yet. He’s
going to get back up there in September
and make sure we get legislation to help
protect this country. It’s been a joy working
with a citizen like Bill. We're going to miss
him in Washington, DC. But I take comfort
in knowing that he’ll be replaced by a fine
citizen of this State in Bob Corker. Mr.
Leader, thank you for your friendship, and
thank you for your courage.

I'm proud also to be here with members
of the Tennessee congressional delegation,
Congressman Jimmy Duncan, Congressman
Zach Wamp, and Congresswoman Marsha
Blackburn.

Earlier, I had the privilege of meeting
a man who is running hard for Governor
of this important State, and I ask you to
support Senator Jim Bryson in his quest
to be the Governor of the State of Ten-
nessee. And by the way, Senator, if you
want some good advice, you ought to turn
to Winfield Dunn or Don Sundquist, mem-
bers who served—people who served well
in this important State. I'm glad those two
former Governors are here. Thank you for
coming,.

I'm also proud to be here with a man
who served our country with such distinc-
tion as the Senate majority leader and
under my administration as the Ambassador
to Japan, and that would be Senator How-
ard Baker. I thank Senator Ron Ramsey
for being here. He’s the majority leader
of the senate. I want to thank all the local
folks and State folks who have come.
Thanks for running; thanks for serving. I
appreciate you working hard to make this
State a fantastic place.

I bring a message of optimism to you.
I believe, and I know, our party is a polit-
ical party that trusts the wisdom of the
American people. Ours is a party that is
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