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Mr. Vaccarella. You know, I wish you 
had another 4 years, man. If we had this 
President for another 4 years, I think we’d 
be great. But we’re going to move on. 

Mr. President, it’s been my pleasure. 
The President. You’re a good man, 

Rockey. Thank you all. 

Mr. Vaccarella. You are too. Thanks a 
bunch. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. 

Statement on France’s Decision To Send Troops to Lebanon in Support 
of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1701 
August 24, 2006 

I welcome President Chirac’s decision to 
send a total of 2,000 troops to Lebanon 
and to continue to exercise leadership on 
the ground in enforcing United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 1701. This is an 
important step towards finalizing prepara-
tions to deploy the United Nations Interim 
Force of Lebanon. I applaud the decision 
of France, as well as the significant pledges 
from Italy and our other important allies. 
I encourage other nations to make con-

tributions as well. We are working with the 
United Nations and our partners to ensure 
the rapid deployment of this force to help 
Lebanon’s legitimate armed forces restore 
the sovereignty of its democratic Govern-
ment throughout the country and stop 
Hizballah from acting as a state within a 
state. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President 
Jacques Chirac of France. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Notice of Intention To 
Enter Into a Free Trade Agreement With Colombia 
August 24, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 

the Trade Act of 2002, (Public Law 107– 
210) (the ‘‘Trade Act’’), I am pleased to 
notify the Congress of my intention to 
enter into a free trade agreement with the 
Republic of Colombia. 

The United States-Colombia Trade Pro-
motion Agreement will generate export op-
portunities for U.S. farmers, ranchers, and 
companies, help create jobs in the United 
States, and help American consumers save 
money while offering them more choices. 

The Agreement will also benefit the people 
of Colombia by providing economic oppor-
tunity and by strengthening democracy. 

Consistent with the Trade Act, I am 
sending this notification at least 90 days 
in advance of signing the Agreement. My 
Administration looks forward to working 
with the Congress in developing appro-
priate legislation to approve and implement 
this Agreement. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. The Office of the Press 

Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this letter. The notice is listed 
in Appendix D at the end of this volume. 

Message on the 90th Anniversary of the National Park Service 
August 24, 2006 

I send greetings to those celebrating the 
90th anniversary of the National Park Serv-
ice. 

Americans take great pride in our coun-
try’s natural and historic treasures, and the 
National Park Service plays an important 
role in ensuring that our rich heritage is 
preserved and enjoyed for generations to 
come. Since its establishment in 1916, the 
National Park Service has grown to include 
almost 400 sites, with parks in nearly every 
state. These parks protect beautiful land-
scapes, tell important stories about our 
country’s past, and encourage our citizens 
to conserve our natural environment and 
celebrate our national history. 

Over the past five years, the National 
Park Service has made significant progress 
in conserving our natural resources and im-
proving the condition of park facilities. I 
call on all Americans to help in these ef-

forts and to enhance our parks as we get 
ready for the National Park Service’s cen-
tennial celebration. Through continued co-
operation and partnership, our national 
parks can endure for the next 100 years 
and beyond. 

I appreciate the volunteers and employ-
ees of the National Park Service who dedi-
cate their time and talents to maintaining 
and enhancing our national parks. Your ef-
forts help advance environmental steward-
ship, promote outdoor recreation, and pre-
serve our national memory. 

Laura and I send our best wishes on 
this special occasion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 25. An 
original was not available for verification of 
the content of this message. 

Memorandum on the Future of America’s National Parks 
August 24, 2006 

Memorandum for the Secretary of the 
Interior 

Subject: The Future of America’s National 
Parks 

In honoring its 90th anniversary, I have 
called on the National Park Service, and 
every American, to continue the coopera-
tion necessary for our vibrant national parks 

to endure for the next 100 years and be-
yond. 

Over the past 5 years, the National Park 
Service has built a strong foundation for 
the future, with 6,000 park improvements 
completed or underway. We should further 
enhance our national parks during the dec-
ade leading up to the 2016 centennial cele-
bration. 
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