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You ready, Pawlenty?
[The President signed the Executive order.]

The President. Done.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:41 p.m. at
the Minneapolis Marriott Southwest. In his

remarks, he referred to Mayor Jan Callison
of Minnetonka, MN. The Executive order on
promoting quality and efficient health care
in Federal Government administered or
sponsored health care programs is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Rockey Vaccarella

August 23, 2006

The President. 1 just had coffee with
Rockey Vaccarella, St. Bernard Parish, Lou-
isiana. He caught my attention because he
decided to come up to Washington, DC,
and make it clear to me and others here
in the Government that there’s people
down there still hurting in south Louisiana
and along the gulf coast.

And Roc is a plain-spoken guy. He’s the
kind of fellow I feel comfortable talking
to. I told him that I understand that there’s
people down there that still need help. And
I told him the Federal Government will
work with the State and local authorities
to get the help to them as quickly as pos-
sible.

Rockey Vaccarella. That's right.

The President. He met with my friend
Don Powell. Don’s job is to cut through
bureaucracy. I told Rockey the first obliga-
tion of the Federal Government is to write
a check big enough to help the people
down there. And I want to thank the Mem-
bers of Congress of both political parties
that helped us pass over $110 billion of
appropriations. And that’s going to help the
folks. And I told him that to the extent
that there’s still bureaucratic hurdles and
the need for the Federal Government to
help eradicate those hurdles, we want to
do that.

Now, I know we’re coming up on the
first-year anniversary of Katrina, and it’s a
time to remember, a time to particularly
remember the suffering that people went
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through. Rockey lost everything. He lost—
he and his family had every possession they
had wiped out. And it’s a time to remem-
ber that people suffer, and it's a time to
recommit ourselves to helping them. But
I also want people to remember that a one-
year anniversary is just that, because it’s
going to require a long time to help these
people rebuild.

And thank you for your spirit.

Mr. Vaccarella. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. It's an amazing country,
isn’t it, where

Mr. Vaccarella. Tt is. You know, it’s really
amazing when a small man like me from
St. Bernard Parish can meet the President
of the United States. The President is a
people person. I knew that from the begin-
ning. I was confident that I could meet
President Bush.

And my mission was very simple. I want-
ed to thank President Bush for the millions
of FEMA trailers that were brought down
there. They gave roofs over people’s head.
People had the chance to have baths—air
condition. We have TV; we have toiletry;
we have things that are necessities that we
can live upon.

But now I wanted to remind the Presi-
dent that the job’s not done, and he knows
that. And I just don’t want the Government
and President Bush to forget about us. And
I just wish the President could have an-
other term in Washington.

The President. Wait a minute. [Laughter]
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Mr. Vaccarella. You know, I wish you
had another 4 years, man. If we had this
President for another 4 years, I think we’d
be great. But we're going to move on.

Mr. President, it’s been my pleasure.

The President. Youre a good man,
Rockey. Thank you all.

Mr. Vaccarella. You are too. Thanks a

bunch.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Statement on France’s Decision To Send Troops to Lebanon in Support
of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1701

August 24, 2006

I welcome President Chirac’s decision to
send a total of 2,000 troops to Lebanon
and to continue to exercise leadership on
the ground in enforcing United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 1701. This is an
important step towards finalizing prepara-
tions to deploy the United Nations Interim
Force of Lebanon. I applaud the decision
of France, as well as the significant pledges
from Italy and our other important allies.
I encourage other nations to make con-

tributions as well. We are working with the
United Nations and our partners to ensure
the rapid deployment of this force to help
Lebanon’s legitimate armed forces restore
the sovereignty of its democratic Govern-
ment throughout the country and stop
Hizballah from acting as a state within a
state.

NoTE: The statement referred to President
Jacques Chirac of France.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Notice of Intention To
Enter Into a Free Trade Agreement With Colombia

August 24, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of
the Trade Act of 2002, (Public Law 107-
210) (the “Trade Act”), I am pleased to
notify the Congress of my intention to
enter into a free trade agreement with the
Republic of Colombia.

The United States-Colombia Trade Pro-
motion Agreement will generate export op-
portunities for U.S. farmers, ranchers, and
companies, help create jobs in the United
States, and help American consumers save
money while offering them more choices.

The Agreement will also benefit the people
of Colombia by providing economic oppor-
tunity and by strengthening democracy.

Consistent with the Trade Act, I am
sending this notification at least 90 days
in advance of signing the Agreement. My
Administration looks forward to working
with the Congress in developing appro-
priate legislation to approve and implement
this Agreement.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BuUsH
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