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And that’s why the terrorist surveillance 
program exists, a program that some in 
Washington would like to dismantle. That’s 
why we passed the PATRIOT Act, to give 
our folks the tools necessary to be able 
to defend America. The lessons of the past 
week is that there’s still a war on terror 
going on, and there’s still individuals that 
would like to kill innocent Americans to 
achieve political objectives. That’s the les-
son. And the lesson for those of us in 
Washington, DC, is to set aside politics and 
give our people the tools necessary to pro-
tect the American people. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. at 
the State Department. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad Regev, 
Israeli soldiers captured and held captive by 
militants in Lebanon since July 12, 2006; 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel; Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Au-
thority; Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of Leb-
anon; and Prime Minister Tony Blair of the 
United Kingdom. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Counterterrorism Team in 
McLean, Virginia 
August 15, 2006 

It’s been my honor to be here at the 
NCTC. A couple of observations: One, that 
because of the work being done here by 
some really fine Americans from different 
agencies in our Government, America is 
safer than it has been. But it’s not yet safe. 
The enemy has got an advantage when it 
comes to attacking our homeland. They’ve 
got to be right one time, and we’ve got 
to be right 100 percent of the time to pro-
tect the American people. 

I’m proud to report that there’s a lot 
of good folks that are working hard to see 
to it that we’re right 100 percent of the 
time. And I want to thank all the people 
in this building and around our Govern-
ment who spend an incredible amount of 
time and energy and effort to do a very 
difficult job, and that’s to protect the Amer-
ican people. 

Recently we saw the fruits of their labor 
in conjunction with their counterparts in 
Great Britain. Because of the good work 
in Great Britain, and because of the help 
of the people there at NCTC, we disrupted 
a terror plot, a plot where people were 
willing to kill innocent life to achieve polit-

ical objectives. And that plot is—and this 
building and the work going on here really 
is indicative of the challenge we face, not 
only this week but this year and the years 
to come, because the United States of 
America is engaged in a war against a ex-
tremist group of folks bound together by 
an ideology, willing to use terror to achieve 
their objectives. 

Our most solemn duty in the Federal 
Government is to protect the American 
people, and I will assure the American peo-
ple that we’re doing everything in our 
power to protect you. And we’ve got some 
good assets, and the best asset we have 
is the people, people represented right here 
in this building. 

So I’ve come to listen and learn and to 
look at reforms that have been put in place. 
And I’ve also come to thank the good peo-
ple who work here and elsewhere in our 
Government for doing what they are doing. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. at the 
National Counterterrorism Center. 
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Remarks at Harley-Davidson Vehicle Operations in York, Pennsylvania 
August 16, 2006 

I want to thank the folks here at the 
Harley plant for their wonderful hospitality. 
I’ve been impressed by Harley-Davidsons. 
It’s one of America’s finest products. And 
today I add to my impressions about the 
product with the impressions of the work-
force. I was—really enjoyed walking the 
floor and shaking hands with the people 
who work here. I’m impressed by the esprit 
de corps; I’m impressed by the fact that 
these people really enjoy what they’re 
doing; I’m impressed by the fact that 
they’re impressed by the product they 
make. 

One of the things we talked about with 
some of the employees here and some of 
the management was the need for Govern-
ment to do a couple of things to help them 
here. One is to open up markets around 
the world for products like Harley- 
Davidsons. Harleys get shut out of certain 
markets, like other American products. And 
it makes sense that if you’re making some-
thing people want around the world, that 
we ought to work hard to open up those 
markets. There’s a direct correlation be-
tween exports and jobs. In other words, 
the more Harleys that are sold in a place 
like Vietnam or China or India, the more 

likely it is somebody is going to be able 
to find work. 

And so we talked about that. We also 
talked about the fact that one reason this 
company is successful is that they invest 
a lot in technologies and that there is a 
part of our Tax Code that encourages in-
vestment, called the research and develop-
ment tax credit. And I assured them that 
when I said I’m for it being permanent, 
I meant I was for it being permanent. We 
hope Congress makes the research and de-
velopment tax credit a permanent part of 
the Tax Code. That encourages folks here 
at Harley to make new investments; it 
means that the workforce becomes more 
productive; it means that the product is 
more likely to be able to compete. 

And so I come away from this plant with 
a lot of very positive impressions, and it 
is a joy to be here. And again I want to 
thank you all for opening up your facility, 
and thank the good folks there on the line 
for being—for greeting me in such a warm 
fashion. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. 

Remarks at a Reception for Gubernatorial Candidate Lynn C. Swann in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
August 16, 2006 

Thank you all for coming. Thanks for 
being here. The people of Pennsylvania 
know that when you draft Lynn Swann— 
[laughter]—you get a man who performs. 
I am proud to be here with the next Gov-
ernor of the great State of Pennsylvania, 
Lynn Swann. I know something about 
being a Governor. Here’s what you need. 

You need somebody who tells the truth, 
somebody who sets the people’s agenda 
above political parties, somebody who 
makes decisions based upon principle, not 
based upon polls or focus groups, some-
body who doesn’t go around the State try-
ing to become everybody’s friend, but 
somebody who goes around the State to 
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