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Lebanon in conjunction with Lebanon’s le-
gitimate armed forces, and for the dis-
arming of Hizballah and all other militia
groups operating in Lebanon. These steps
are designed to stop Hizballah from acting
as a state within a state, and put an end
to Iran and Syria’s efforts to hold the Leba-
nese people hostage to their own extremist
agenda. This in turn will help to restore
the sovereignty of Lebanon’s democratic
Government and help ensure security for
the people of Lebanon and Israel.

The loss of innocent life in both Lebanon
and Israel has been a great tragedy.
Hizballah and its Iranian and Syrian spon-
sors have brought an unwanted war to the
people of Lebanon and Israel, and millions
have suffered as a result. I now urge the
international community to turn words into
action and make every effort to bring last-
ing peace to the region.

NOTE: The statement referred to United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1701.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Secretary of Defense Donald H.
Rumsfeld and the Defense Policy and Programs Team in Arlington,

Virginia
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Mr. Secretary, thanks for having me. The
national security team from the White
House is anxious to come over and get
a briefing from you. We've got a lot to
discuss. It’s very important for the Amer-
ican people to know that we're constantly
thinking about how to secure the home-
land, protect our interests, and use all as-
sets available to do our jobs.

I appreciate very much you and your
team providing the very important briefing.
We live in troubled times, but I'm con-
fident in our capacity to not only protect
the homeland, but I'm confident in our ca-
pacity to leave behind a better world. And
one reason I feel so confident is because

we've got a fantastic military. It's been an
honor to travel the country to meet those
who wear the uniform. We're a blessed na-
tion to have men and women who are will-
ing to volunteer during these difficult
times.

And so, Mr. Secretary, thanks for the
briefing; I'm looking forward to it. And
thank you all for giving us your insights
and inputs.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:27 a.m. at
the Pentagon. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
and the Foreign Policy Team and an Exchange With Reporters

August 14, 2006

The President. Good afternoon. Today I
met with members of my national security
team, both here at the State Department
and at the Pentagon. I want to, first of

all, thank the leadership of Secretary Condi
Rice and Secretary Don Rumsfeld.

During those discussions, we talked
about the need to transform our military
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