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give us time to adjust our screening proce-
dures to meet the current threat.

I'm grateful for the outstanding work of
intelligence and law enforcement officers
in the United Kingdom and in our country.
This week’s arrests were the culmination
of hard work, cooperation, and information
sharing across different agencies and dif-
ferent governments. We're dealing with a
new enemy that uses new means of attack
and new methods to communicate. This
week’s events demonstrate the vital impor-
tance of ensuring that our intelligence and
law enforcement personnel have all the
tools they need to track down the terrorists
and prevent attacks on our country.

Because of the measures we've taken to
protect the American people, our Nation
is safer than it was prior to September the
11th. Still, we must never make the mistake
of thinking the danger of terrorism has
passed. This week’s experience reminds us
of a hard fact: The terrorists have to suc-
ceed only once to achieve their goal of
mass murder, while we have to succeed
every time to stop them. Unfortunately,
some have suggested recently that the ter-
rorist threat is being used for partisan polit-
ical advantage. We can have legitimate dis-
agreements about the best way to fight the

terrorists, yet there should be no disagree-
ment about the dangers we face.

America is fighting a tough war against
an enemy whose ruthlessness is clear for
all to see. The terrorists attempt to bring
down airplanes full of innocent men,
women, and children. They kill civilians and
American servicemen in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, and they deliberately hide behind ci-
vilians in Lebanon. They are seeking to
spread their totalitarian ideology. Theyre
seeking to take over countries like Afghani-
stan and Iraq so they can establish safe
havens from which to attack free nations.
These killers need to know that America,
Great Britain, and our allies are determined
to defend ourselves and advance the cause
of liberty. With patience, courage, and
untiring resolve, we will defend our free-
dom, and we will win the war on terror.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:05 a.m.
on August 11 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford,
TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August
12. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on August 11
but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

Statement on the United Nations Security Council Resolution on the

Situation in the Middle East
August 12, 2006

I welcome the resolution adopted yester-
day by the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, which is designed to bring an imme-
diate end to the fighting sparked last month
by an unprovoked terrorist attack on Israel
by Hizballah, a terrorist group supported
by Iran and Syria. The United States and
its allies have been working hard since the
beginning of this conflict to create the con-
ditions for an enduring cease-fire and pre-
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vent armed militias and foreign-sponsored
terrorist groups like Hizballah from spark-
ing another crisis.

Yesterday’s resolution aims to end
Hizballah’s attacks on Israel and bring a
halt to Israel’s offensive military operations.
It also calls for an embargo on the supply
of arms to militias in Lebanon, for a robust
international force to deploy to southern
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Lebanon in conjunction with Lebanon’s le-
gitimate armed forces, and for the dis-
arming of Hizballah and all other militia
groups operating in Lebanon. These steps
are designed to stop Hizballah from acting
as a state within a state, and put an end
to Iran and Syria’s efforts to hold the Leba-
nese people hostage to their own extremist
agenda. This in turn will help to restore
the sovereignty of Lebanon’s democratic
Government and help ensure security for
the people of Lebanon and Israel.

The loss of innocent life in both Lebanon
and Israel has been a great tragedy.
Hizballah and its Iranian and Syrian spon-
sors have brought an unwanted war to the
people of Lebanon and Israel, and millions
have suffered as a result. I now urge the
international community to turn words into
action and make every effort to bring last-
ing peace to the region.

NOTE: The statement referred to United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1701.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Secretary of Defense Donald H.
Rumsfeld and the Defense Policy and Programs Team in Arlington,

Virginia
August 14, 2006

Mr. Secretary, thanks for having me. The
national security team from the White
House is anxious to come over and get
a briefing from you. We've got a lot to
discuss. It’s very important for the Amer-
ican people to know that we're constantly
thinking about how to secure the home-
land, protect our interests, and use all as-
sets available to do our jobs.

I appreciate very much you and your
team providing the very important briefing.
We live in troubled times, but I'm con-
fident in our capacity to not only protect
the homeland, but I'm confident in our ca-
pacity to leave behind a better world. And
one reason I feel so confident is because

we've got a fantastic military. It's been an
honor to travel the country to meet those
who wear the uniform. We're a blessed na-
tion to have men and women who are will-
ing to volunteer during these difficult
times.

And so, Mr. Secretary, thanks for the
briefing; I'm looking forward to it. And
thank you all for giving us your insights
and inputs.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:27 a.m. at
the Pentagon. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
and the Foreign Policy Team and an Exchange With Reporters

August 14, 2006

The President. Good afternoon. Today I
met with members of my national security
team, both here at the State Department
and at the Pentagon. I want to, first of

all, thank the leadership of Secretary Condi
Rice and Secretary Don Rumsfeld.

During those discussions, we talked
about the need to transform our military
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