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and around our country who gather intel-
ligence and who work to protect the Amer-
ican people. The cooperation on this ven-
ture was excellent—cooperation between
U.K. and U.S. authorities and officials was
solid. And the cooperation amongst agen-
cies within our Government was excellent.

This country is safer than it was prior
to 9/11. We've taken a lot of measures to
protect the American people. But obvi-
ously, we're still not completely safe be-
cause there are people that still plot and
people who want to harm us for what we
believe in. It is a mistake to believe there
is no threat to the United States of Amer-
ica, and that is why we have given our
officials the tools they need to protect our

people.

Travelers are going to be inconvenienced
as a result of the steps we've taken. I urge
their patience and ask them to be vigilant.
The inconvenience is—occurs because we
will take the steps necessary to protect the
American people.

Again, I appreciate the close cooperation
between our Government and the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom. The Amer-
ican people need to know, we live in a
dangerous world, but our Government will
do everything we can to protect our people
from those dangers.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. at
Austin Straubel International Airport. In his
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom.

Remarks on the National Economy in Green Bay
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John, thank you very much for your hos-
pitality.

I understand that the small-business sec-
tor of our economy is vital for economic
growth. And that’s why we cut taxes on
people like—on businesses like John’s busi-
ness. See, when you reduce the income
taxes, you affect many small businesses.
And when he’s got more money in his
treasury to invest, the workers become
more productive.

The reason why this company is success-
ful is, one, they've got a good product; but,
more importantly, they've got a workforce
that is skilled and capable and treated well.

The bonus appreciation—accelerated de-
preciation schedules we passed for small
businesses helped John buy new equip-
ment. And when you buy new equipment,
it helps the folks behind me become more
productive; and the more productive you
are, the better wages you make.

And so I'm here to herald small busi-
nesses in America and to remind the Amer-
ican people that by cutting taxes on small
businesses, it encourages small businesses
to grow. John was telling me they hired
five new people over the past 3 weeks,
and he’s looking for more workers, workers
that can do the job necessary to put out
a good product.

I also want to make it clear that Con-
gress needs to keep the taxes low on the
working people. I'd much rather have these
people spend their own money than the
Government. We've got ample money in
Washington to do what we need to do.
And therefore, in my judgment, it’s better
that the folks behind me who are working
hard have more money so they can save
and invest and spend as they see fit. So
I'm here to herald the tax cuts as they
affected the small businesses of America
but also as they affect the families of Wis-
consin and America.
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John, I want to thank you. I'm impressed
by your operations. I particularly want to
thank your workers for giving me a chance
to come by and meet you. America is
blessed by having a highly skilled workforce
like we have, and that enables us to com-
pete. This is a competitive company. It’s
a company that can’t fill every order it gets
because theyre constrained by being able
to find enough workers. It's one of the
issues that faces America: Can we com-

Statement on Kleptocracy
August 10, 2006

For too long, the culture of corruption
has undercut development and good gov-
ernance and bred criminality and mistrust
around the world. High-level corruption by
senior government officials, or kleptocracy,
is a grave and corrosive abuse of power
and represents the most invidious type of
public corruption. It threatens our national
interest and violates our values. It impedes
our efforts to promote freedom and democ-
racy, end poverty, and combat international
crime and terrorism. Kleptocracy is an ob-
stacle to democratic progress, undermines
faith in government institutions, and steals
prosperity from the people. Promoting
transparent, accountable governance is a
critical component of our freedom agenda.

At this year's G-8 meeting in St. Peters-
burg, my colleagues joined me in calling
for strengthened international efforts to
deny kleptocrats access to our financial sys-
tems and safe haven in our countries;
stronger efforts to combat fraud, corrup-
tion, and misuse of public resources; and
increased capacity internationally to prevent
opportunities for high-level public corrup-
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pete? And one way we compete is to make
sure our education system educates people
who've got the skills necessary to fill the
jobs of the 21st century, just like theyre
being filled here at this company.

Thank you all very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:29 a.m. at
Fox Valley Metal-Tech, Inc. Participating in
the event was John E. West, president, Fox
Valley Metal-Tech, Inc.

tion. Today I am announcing a new ele-
ment in my administration’s plan to fight
kleptocracy, the National Strategy to Inter-
nationalize Efforts Against Kleptocracy,
which sets forth a framework to deter, pre-
vent, and address high-level public corrup-
tion. It identifies critical tools to detect and
prosecute corrupt officials around the
world, so that the promise of economic as-
sistance and growth reaches the people.

Our objective is to defeat high-level pub-
lic corruption in all its forms and to deny
corrupt officials access to the international
financial system as a means of defrauding
their people and hiding their ill-gotten
gains. Given the nature of our open, acces-
sible international financial system, our suc-
cess in fighting kleptocracy will depend
upon the participation and accountability of
our partner nations, the international finan-
cial community, and regional and multilat-
eral development institutions. Together we
can confront kleptocracy and help create
the conditions necessary for people every-
where to enjoy the full benefits of honest,
just, and accountable governance.
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