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And Condi and I will work hard—by the
way, the United States can’t win this war
alone. We can do damage to the enemy.
We can take the philosophical high ground
and remind people of the importance of
how freedom can change societies. But we
will work with allies and friends to achieve
this objective. And part of the challenge
in the 2Ist century is to remind people
about the stakes and remind people that
in moments of quiet, there’s still an Islamic
fascist group plotting, planning, and trying
to spread their ideology. And one of the
things that—one of the things that came
out of this unfortunate incident in the Mid-
dle East is, it is a stark reminder that there
are those who want to stop the advance
of liberty and destabilize young democ-
racies. And theyre willing to kill people
to do so.

I repeat, this whole incident started be-
cause Hizballah kidnaped two soldiers and
launched rocket attacks. And it’s been un-
fortunate that people on both sides of the
border have lost life. And we're committed
to helping the Lebanese Government re-
build.

On the other hand, what we won’t do
is allow for a false hope. We believe that
it’s important to challenge the root cause
now. We thought we had done so with
1559, but 1559 wasn’t implemented. In
other words, there was a way forward to
deal with the problem. And now there’s
another chance to deal with the problem,
and that’s the role of the United States,

working with others to not only remind
people about the problem but to come up
with solutions in dealing with the problem.
And the solutions that we are working with
our friends are—in our judgment, is the
best hope for achieving stability and peace.

But it takes a lot of work. And it takes
commitment and focus. And that’s what this
administration will continue to do. We'll
stay focused on the problem and stay fo-
cused on coming up with solutions that,
when implemented, will leave behind a bet-
ter world.

Thank you all very much for your inter-
est.

NoOTE: The President’s news conference
began at 8:59 a.m. at the Bush Ranch. In
his remarks, he referred to former Secretary
of State Colin L. Powell; former Deputy Sec-
retary of State Richard L. Armitage; Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Au-
thority; Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of
Israel; Gilad Shalit, an Israeli soldier cap-
tured and held captive by militants in Gaza
since June 25; Ehud Goldwasser and Eldad
Regev, Israeli soldiers captured and held
captive by militants in Lebanon since July
12; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom; and Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
of Iraq. Secretary Rice referred to Prime
Minister Fuad Siniora and Speaker of Par-
liament Nabih Berri of Lebanon; and Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan of the United Na-
tions. A reporter referred to Chancellor An-
gela Merkel of Germany.
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Counterterrorism Efforts in the United
Kingdom

The recent arrests that our fellow citizens
are now learning about are a stark reminder
that this Nation is at war with Islamic fas-
cists who will use any means to destroy
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those of us who love freedom, to hurt our
Nation.

I want to thank the Government of Tony
Blair and officials in the United Kingdom
for their good work in busting this plot.
I thank the officials in Washington, DC,
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and around our country who gather intel-
ligence and who work to protect the Amer-
ican people. The cooperation on this ven-
ture was excellent—cooperation between
U.K. and U.S. authorities and officials was
solid. And the cooperation amongst agen-
cies within our Government was excellent.

This country is safer than it was prior
to 9/11. We've taken a lot of measures to
protect the American people. But obvi-
ously, we're still not completely safe be-
cause there are people that still plot and
people who want to harm us for what we
believe in. It is a mistake to believe there
is no threat to the United States of Amer-
ica, and that is why we have given our
officials the tools they need to protect our

people.

Travelers are going to be inconvenienced
as a result of the steps we've taken. I urge
their patience and ask them to be vigilant.
The inconvenience is—occurs because we
will take the steps necessary to protect the
American people.

Again, I appreciate the close cooperation
between our Government and the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom. The Amer-
ican people need to know, we live in a
dangerous world, but our Government will
do everything we can to protect our people
from those dangers.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. at
Austin Straubel International Airport. In his
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom.
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John, thank you very much for your hos-
pitality.

I understand that the small-business sec-
tor of our economy is vital for economic
growth. And that’s why we cut taxes on
people like—on businesses like John’s busi-
ness. See, when you reduce the income
taxes, you affect many small businesses.
And when he’s got more money in his
treasury to invest, the workers become
more productive.

The reason why this company is success-
ful is, one, they've got a good product; but,
more importantly, they've got a workforce
that is skilled and capable and treated well.

The bonus appreciation—accelerated de-
preciation schedules we passed for small
businesses helped John buy new equip-
ment. And when you buy new equipment,
it helps the folks behind me become more
productive; and the more productive you
are, the better wages you make.

And so I'm here to herald small busi-
nesses in America and to remind the Amer-
ican people that by cutting taxes on small
businesses, it encourages small businesses
to grow. John was telling me they hired
five new people over the past 3 weeks,
and he’s looking for more workers, workers
that can do the job necessary to put out
a good product.

I also want to make it clear that Con-
gress needs to keep the taxes low on the
working people. I'd much rather have these
people spend their own money than the
Government. We've got ample money in
Washington to do what we need to do.
And therefore, in my judgment, it’s better
that the folks behind me who are working
hard have more money so they can save
and invest and spend as they see fit. So
I'm here to herald the tax cuts as they
affected the small businesses of America
but also as they affect the families of Wis-
consin and America.
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