
1483 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Aug. 2 

Remarks to Reporters at the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, 
Maryland 
August 1, 2006 

The President. I’m just amazed at the 
health care here at Bethesda. The Admiral 
runs an amazing operation. And it’s really 
important for our citizens to know that if 
one of our men and women get hurt on 
the battlefield, they’re going to get incred-
ibly good health care. 

And, Admiral, I can’t thank you and your 
staff enough for serving the country with 
great dignity and class. 

Rear Adm. Robinson. Thank you very 
much. 

The President. Appreciate being here. 
God bless. Thank you. 

I’m doing fine; my health is fine. I prob-
ably ate too many birthday cakes. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Rear Adm. Adam 
M. Robinson, Jr., USN, commander, Na-
tional Naval Medical Center, and chief, Navy 
Medical Corps. 

Remarks on the Renovation of the James S. Brady Press Briefing Room 
and an Exchange With Reporters 
August 2, 2006 

White House Press Secretary Tony Snow. 
All right, well, never mind. See, every once 
in a while, hideous threats have a clarifying 
effect. And sometimes they make people 
make important choices, and apparently the 
threat of my singing has persuaded the 
President of the United States to intervene 
on yet another mission of peace. 

Mr. President. 
The President. Dee Dee, how are you 

doing? 
Margaret J. ‘‘Dee Dee’’ Myers. Mr. Presi-

dent. 
The President. Marlin, you’re looking as 

pretty as ever. 
M. Marlin Fitzwater. Thank you, Mr. 

President. Really good to see you. 
The President. Sarah, good to see you. 
Sarah Brady. How are you? 
The President. Jim, really good to see 

you, sir. Thank you. 
James S. Brady. Nice seeing you too. 
Q. Speech, speech. 
Q. Press conference. 

Q. Welcome, Mr. President. 
Q. We have a few questions, if you don’t 

mind. 
Q. Just a couple of questions. 
The President. I know you’ve been com-

plaining about the digs for a while. [Laugh-
ter] So this is like the end of an old era. 
And let me just say, we felt your pain. 
And so we decided, you know, to help you 
renovate and come up with a new Brady 
center. 

And so I want to thank the former 
spinmeisters for joining me up here. Tell 
my people how to do it, will you? I mean, 
it’s a—[laughter]. 

But anyway, Laura and I wanted to come 
by and wish you all the best as you get 
to move headquarters for a while. I look 
forward to welcome you back here in, I 
guess, 6 or 7 months. Is that right? 

Q. Nine months. We hope. 
Q. We’re setting no timetables, Mr. 

President. [Laughter] 
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